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+ Serious Exhortation 


to periwade.you to change your Lord, to change - 


£s: : 


UNTO 


SELF-EXAMINATION. 


p—_—_— 


2 COR: <>; XML 2's, 


Examine your ſelves, whether ye be in the 
Faith : prove your own ſelves ; know yort 

' not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt 
is in you, except ye be Reprobates ? 


PD FPEHg HE great deſign of the Lord Je- 
FS) FR ſos Chriſt in undertaking the re- 
WY ©) 2 demption of our Souls, it was, 
£AN1 Wa that he might diſpolle(s us of the 
EZ VESK Devil, who by fin lived and 
SABINE reigned in us, that he himſelf in- 


ſtead thereof might take poſſeſſion of our hearts. 


| Andthe great work of che Miniſters of the Go- 
ipel, is to , Rene this greac truth unto you, and 
the Devil for Chriſt ; that whereas Sarar lived 

| .. ana 
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and reigned in you, you may at length open the 
door of your heart, that Feſus Chriſt may enter 
and ſet up his Throne in you, and reign as King 
-over you. 

/ Now this we have been Preaching a long 
| while, and I would come to try what ſucceſs that 
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Word that we have Preached hath had upon your 
hearts; try whether Jeſus Chriſt is entred into 
you, whether Chriſt hath taken poſſeſſion of you, 
whether-he liveth and reigneth in you. The 
Apoſtle here Exhorteth you to it, that you would 
Examine your ſelves about this great and weigh- 
ty point; telling you, and aſſuring you that the 
matter is no better nor worſe, than that If Chriſt 
be not in you, you are Reprobates; that is, you 
are in a State, rejected, diſowned, diſapprov- 
ed of God; and as you are in that ſtate zow, if 
you die in it, you will find your ſelves at the day 
of Judgment ( where you all believe you ſhall 
appear before Chriſt ) to your ſad experience, 
to be Reprobates, that is, rejected, diſapproved, 
difallowed of God. 

In this Yerſe T ſhall conſider, 

I. The Scope of the Apoſfle. 
2. The Words themſelves. 

1. The Scope of the Apoſtle ; What is that ? 
What does che Apoſtle drive at in bringing in 
theſe words ? why he beings them in as part of an 
Apology that he makes for himſelf, ro juſtifie 
himfelf againſt che accuſation of ſome of the 
Church of Corinth, thar ſlighted him, contemn- 
ed him, thought hinta man not fic to be termed an 
| Apoſtle ; . 
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unto Self-Examination. } 
Apoſtle ; they looking upon his bodily preſence, 
and ſeeing nothing extraordinary in it, and ob- 
ſerving the manner of his diſcourſe in Preaching, 
that there was nothing extraordinary , of. Elo- 
quence, they denied him to be worthy of bearing 
that honourable title of an Apoſtle, or that ever 
Chriſt had inveſted him. with that Office: Now : 
they put Paxl upon proving that he was what he 
pretended to be, ar Apoſtle of Chriſt, as you may 
lee, ( ver. the 34.) Since ye ſech, a proof of Chriſt's * 
ſpeaking in me, ye Corinthians; ſeek a proof of 
Chriſts ſpeaking in me, that is, you ask me how 
do I prove thar Jeſus Chriſt is in me, and that he 
ſpeaks by me: The Apoſtle was put to prove. his 
Miniſtry to theſe falſe Apoſiles, as many of Gods 
Miniſters are put to prove their Miniſtry in this 
Age : If you fee our Miniſtry queſtioned, do not 


wonder at ir, ris no ſtrange matter, for rhe great - 


Apoſtles Miniſtry was queſtioned. | 8 

| Now to this the Apoſtle anſwereth, Do you _ 
ſeek a proof of Chrifts ſpeaking in me ? and do 
you think I can pive no proof, becauſe I do not 
diſcourſe ( as you think ) fo eloquently as others ? 
and becauie I fook like a poor contemprible weak 
man ? you think it a diſhonour for Chriſt to im-. 
ploy ſuch a man gs 1 am : 1f, faith he, ( asto this) 
you will judge me according ro this outward ap- 
pearanee, if you will Judge me according to the 
outward man, why, ( faith he.,) upon this account, 
you muſt judge Chrift himſelf : Do [ feem weak ? 


' fo did Chriſt, as. he retls them, ( verſe the 4". 


Yhough he was Grucified 4 brough weakneſs, yer he, 


| 
| 
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{ livcth by the power of Ged;, for though he was 
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crucified :hrough weakneis : Chriit himſelf was 
weak as he was a 1nut:; 4s 4. May, he was accu- 


| ſTedas a Malefactor ; as a Man he was apprehend- 


: ed, cairyed as a -riioner, tryed for his Life, 


condemned as a Blaiphemer, car:yed to a Crols, 


+ lifr up, naylI'd to it, ſighed and pgroaned, cryed 
- as a mancries, groan'd as a man groans : There 
; was agreat deal of weaknets appeared in the fleſh 
. of Chriſt, in the man Chriſt, there was a great 
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deal of weakneſs in Chrift himſelf : If you will 
judge of me by the outward man, Chriſt was 
weak too ; but if you will judge Chriſt wich re- 
ference to God, to whom he ſtood related as he 
was his Son, as he was the ſent Meſſenger of the 
Covenant, as he was the Saviour of the World, 
ſo you will ſee in that weak Chriſt a great deal of 
the power of God; for though he was weak if 
you conſider his Crucifixion, yet if you conſider 
his Reſurrection from the dead, ſo you will ſee 
that God did own him, that weak Chriſt, that 
condemned Chriſt, that groaning, crying and 
praying Chriſt ; he was raiſed by the power of 


. God, and the Apoſtle does look upon the reſar- 


_reftion, or this power of God put forth in raiſing 


OOPS; oo os - Sen enero 


Chriſt from the dead, as an a_ of Chriſt's 
Sonſhip, in the 1/# chap. of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, and the 4* verſe, Declared to be the Son of 
God with Power: Jeſus Chriſt was declared to be 
the Son of God with Power ; why, how ? accor- 


ding to the Spirit of holineſs, by the reſurreion - 


from the dead ; the power of God was mightily 


OC LS iron we 


ch.g. v.2. If 1 be not an Apeftte to others, ( for 


unto Self-Examination. 5 
ſeen in Chriſt, in raiſing -him- from 'the dead ; 
though there was much of the weakneſs of a man 
ſeen in his being pur to death, and in the way 
and manner of %is dying. | 
Now, taith he, when you te6ok upon :me as 
a man, you ie: a, great deal of weokrels in me, 
{o.you ſaw 1n Chriſt toe ; bur at Unri't had the 
Power of God to raiſe him, io,%gp may ( if yo 
will but weigh things weli } {=e 2 great deal of the 
Power vf God go with aw. roo; For we? alſo 
( ver. the 4 *. ) are weak 1# 51m, Or Vith nim, but 
we ſhaſl live with him by the Pome: aj God roward 
you; that is, the Power of Ga ai: accompany 
us weak. men, yea, and hath acco::pavied me to 
you-ward ; you have found che Power of God to- 
ward you by my Miniſtry ; fo thar, Oh ye Cor:n- 
thians ! ye have no realon to queſtion my autho- 
rity, to queſtion my Miniſtry,. to queſtion my 
Apoſtlefhip ; for, .you have found the Power of 
God, and that 1 live by the: Power of God tg- 
ward you ; thatis, you have found the Power of . 
God aaccompanying.my Miniſtry .in the Convert- 
ing of you ; and..therefore in another place: he 
does prove himſelf an, Apoſtle by this, 1 Corinth. 


that was the great thing that. they,. would have 
endeavoured, to have proved him no Apoſtle: yet 
doubtleſs ( faith he 1. am to yo. that is, you Co- | 
rinthians, . for the Seal of mine_Apoſtleſhip are ye.iw 
the Lord : You:have found that God-by his .Spt; 
rit hath wrought.jn,me to you-ward, to bring.yo 

to the knowledge of Chriſt, to bring Chriſt, _ 
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EE , 
| you acquainted, to ſet up Chriſt in your hearts; 
| (and thereupon he brings in my Text ;) But how ? 
; why thus ({aith he) you may {ee the Power of 
i God accompanying my Miniftry, and therefore 

. ' though I am weak, yet through the efficacy and 
| powtrof God I am powerful; therefore Examine 

| your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith, examime 
; whether you Believe, examine your ſelves whe- 

; ther Jeſus Chriſt be in you, if he be nor 57 you, 
; you are Reprobates ; if he be in you, how came he 

' to you? was I not the firſt Preacher of him to 

| you? did I net bring the tidings of the Goſpel to 

' you? did not God work mightily and powerful- 
ly by me, to draw you over to Chriſt by my Mt- 

| niftry ? if you'can upon proof of your ſelves fitid 

/ that Chriſt is it yon, from-thence you may find 


brought Chriſt to you : And thus I have ſhawn 
you the ſcope of the Apoſtle, and the dependance 
| of this verſe upon what went before. 

'- Now let us come to the IFords themſelves: 
Firſt, Here's # Daty, Examme'yonr ſelves; 
Secondly, Here is the matter about which this 

Dity us to be exerciſed; and that is, = 

' * Is Whether Chrift be m you? - : f 

; 2. As 4a meani' to kyow that,” Whether you b& "tt 

\ the Faith? _ —— - 

"23 Here 16 '4 retſon to quicken them to a firit 

| Framination of Va a by ſhewing them the 

| dattger of being found ont of Chriſt, or Chriſt 
!] ogtof them ; for Ff Ebr7ft be mot fo your if you be- 
. \ reve not 1a hify,* you are at'prefent in a repro- 


a proof of Chriſts being in me; for, Chriſt in me 


unto Self- Examimation. 2 


bate ſtate, now how ſad a ſtate that is, you your 
ſelves know, it is to be rejected of Gol here, and 
if you dye in this ſtate, to be rejected of God to 
all Eternity. 

The Dottrines that I ſhall raiſe from theſe 
words, are theſe : 

1. That thoſe that have Chriſt in them, they 
are in a ſtate and condition of Salvation ; they 
may be ſure of their Salvation. 

2. That thoſe that have not Chrift in them, they 
are in a dannable ſtate ; they are certainly in a 
ſtate of reprobation : Only I would have you not 
miſtake Reprobation with reſpect ro the Decree 
of God, in which ſence you have it often ſpoken 
of ; I would not have you mean it ſo, for chere 
is a reprobate ſtate that is compatible even to 
thoſe that are in it before they are Converted and 
brought to Chriſt ; for every Unbeliever confi- 
dered as an Uubeliever, is a Reprobate ; what*s 
thar ? that is, one at preſent d:/allowed of God, 
 diſowned of God, dilapproved of God ; now this 
— ſtate may be altered, a man may be 
diſapproved now, and upon his Converſion ap- 
proved ; you muſt take it in that ſenſe, for there 
is a reprobate ſtate which reſpeCteth Gods eter- 
nal Decree, which will never have any alterati- 
on, nor any change. | 

3. That it is the Duty of every one that profeſſ- 
«th himſelf to be a Chriſtian, to Examine himſelf 
whether Chrift be in him or not. 

DoF. 1. I begin with the fir/# of theſe, Thar 


thoſe in whom Chrift Feſus is, they may be ſure that 
B 4 | . twey 
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They are in a ſtate of Salvation : They are alive, 
they have life eternal, they have. it in the earneſt, 
they ſhall not fail of Gods performing and 
perfecting that eternal Life, thar Salvation thar 
he hath promiſed. Now this is imply'd, for if 
being our of Chriſt ſpeaks us Reprobates, then to 
be zz.Chriſt, or Chriſt in us, ſpeaks us Elected. 
Now 1 ſhall ſhew you: 1. Head. 

Firſt, That thoſe that God will ſave, are again 
and again deſcribed in Scripture as a people in whon 
Christ ts. ; | | 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew you, Hew ti may. be 
faid that Christ rw 1n his people. | 

Thirdly, That thoſe in whom Christ is, they cer- 
tainly ſhall be ſaved. | 


1. 1 ſhall ſhew you, That the people that God 


will ſave, are «gain and again deſcribed by this of 
ChriSts being im them; Chriſt within them, the 
17 of John's Golpel, 23% verſe, ( *tis Chriſts 
Prayer to hits Father ) 7 :z2 them and thou' in me, 


chat they may be made perfett in one : I in them, | 


whois this /? I.Jeſus Chriſt :. Chriſt Prayed thar 
he might be in his People, 7 i them, Chriſt in 


you; this you are to Examine your ſelves abour, - 


whether this /-be in you, -whether this / Jeſus 
Chriſt be in you : So again, Coloſ. 1. 27v, To 
Thom God would make known what 1s the riches of 
the glory of this myStery among the Gentiles : What 
is this great myſtery Preached to the Gentiles ? 
Corift in you the hope of Glory : I im them, ( ſaith 
| Chriſt, Fobz 17, ) Uhriſt in you the hope, of Glo- 

| »y, this ts the great Doctrine of the Goſpel, this 


is 
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is the great Myſtery of the Goſpel, this is that 


great Myſtery that's Preached among. the Gen- 
tiles ;, but why a MyStery ? A Myſtery is that 
which is dark and obſcure, and ſo is-chis, this 
Chriſt being in us, Chriſt in us the. hope of glory, 
is a Myſtery becauſe of its darknets and obicuri- 
ty ; to whom? not to thoſe that are ſpiritual, 
but to the carnal : The carnal man underſtandeth 
not the things of God, and is ready to cry out 

with NV:codemus, when Chriſt told him, Except 4 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of 
God ; ſaith he, John 3. 3, 4. How can'this be ? 
can 4 man be born when he is 6ld ? can he enter the 
ſecond time into-his Mothers womb, and be born ? 
What, can Chriſt be in us, and in Heaven, ? fo faith 
Nicodemns, 1o faith the carnal man that underſtand- 
eth not the things of the Spirit, how can this thing 
be ? why, ſaith the Apoſtle, 'tis a Myſtery, "tis the 
great Myſtery among the Gentiles, all the World 


_ ſtand amazed at it, Chrift in you the hope of Glory. 


Now that this Phraſe might not ſeem ſtrange 
to you; to wit, of Chriſts being i you, you ſhall 
find it attributed to the other perſons of the God- 


> head, as well as Chriſt : God the Father is faid 


likewiſe to be in us, 1 Fohr 4. 12. No man hath 
ſeen God at any time ; if we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us : Here you have God the Father in 
you, God dwells in us; and again wer. 15. IV/ho- 
ſoever ſhall confeſs that Feſus is the Son of God, 
God dwelleth in him, and he awelleth in God : This 
is a Myſtery, a Myſtery among the Genrzles ; 


gnd this is not only attributed to the firſt and 
We” | ſecond _ 


© — 


Pe . 
= 
: So nets Nt og, PETITION 
Ot A vas RA, ac " ene > We _ a _—_ : 5 ni 
_ — - P29. 


10 A Serious Exhortation 


ſecond perſons, but likewiſe to the third perſon 
of the Trinity, the Holy Gho$#; in the ſecond of 
Timothy, Ch. x. V. 14. That good thing which was 
committed unto thee, keep by the Holy Ghoſt which 
dwelleth in us; by the Holy Ghoſt which dwell- 
eth in us; the Holy Gho# dwcls in uw: Here's 
Cari iaicth, Iam in you 3 Chri#t #n ns the hope 
of glory, ſaith the Apoſtle, the great Myſtery of 
the Gentiles ; God dwelleth in us ( faith Fohn ) 
aid the Holy Ghoſt dwellerh iz us, ( ſaith the Apo- 
tle Paul to Timothy ; ) here's the whole Godhead 
takes poſſeſſion of thaſe hearts that ſhall be ſaved : 
T know 'tis enquired by all you that fear the Lord, 


and are worny for bis appearance, when Chriſt 
e 


( who is our life ) ſhall appear ; thou poor Soul 
art _ thy ſelf, Shall I appear with him in 
Slory ? I hear of great glory to be revealed, ſhall 
it be revealed in me ?. ſhall I be takes with God 
to Heaven ? I tell thee how thou mayeſt know 
it; ask, is God come down into thy heart ? thou 
mayeſt be aſſured that thou ſhalt dwell with God, 
it God dwell in thee; is God the Father in thee? 
is Jetus Chriſt the Soz in thee? is the Holy ako 
in thee ? you ſee the Scripture does very clearly 


.. and fully expreſs this inhabitation of God in his 


People ; Thus ſaith the high and lofty one, that in- 
habiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy; I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him alſo that ts of a 
contrite ſpirit, 1 dwell there ; God within you: 
art thou a Believer ? wouldſt thou know God, 
and come near God ? ſay not then, ſhall I go 


upto Heaven to look for God there ? deſire not | 


the 
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| the wings of a Dove to fly to the ends of the 
/ . earth, to find him there ; God the Father, Son, 
+, and Holy Spirit are in thee. 

1 And thole that have not God in them, they 
{ ſhall never have God with them ; if thon dieſt 

| before God take poſſeſſion of chee, never do thou 

; hope to take poſſeſſion of Heaven : Will you 

| remember this ? 

| _ The Apoſtle might very well put you apon this 
enquiry, Whether Chrift be in you ? why, be- 

| cauſe he is not in all, nay he is in a very few ; 

|| whole are the reſt ? the reſt are the Devils ; God 

_ 4, in you, or the Satan 1s in you. 

| Now thoſe that have the Devil in them, they 

{ muſt, if they dye in that ſtate, live with the De- 
| 


vil, and where ſhould they live elie ? and thoſe 
that have God in them now, they ſhall live wich 
| God for ever; and therefore as godly men, or 
| the people deſigned for Salvation, are deſcribed 
{ Þy this of God and Chriſt, and the Spirit indwel- 
' ing in them; fo the ungodly are deſcribed by the 
Devils being in them, 'or their wanting God to be 
| in them; in Epbeſ. 2. 12. there you have the de- 
| ſcription of wicked men during their natural con- 


| 


| dition, that at that time they were withoxr Chri#t ; 
| 


ye Epheſians, ye were without Christ, that is, 
in their unregenerate eſtate, Chriſt was not in 
'{ you alwayes; Oh ye Epheſians, be it known to 
you, you were once without Chriſt, Chriſt was 
out of you, Ye were aliens from the common: wealth 
| of Iſrael, ye were ftrangers to God, ſtrangers to 
| thi Covenants of promiſe, hwving no hope, and with- - 
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 &. - - * Well! But how may Chri#t be ſaid to be in us 3 
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out God in the world; here without Chriſt, with- 


out God, this is the ſtate of unregeneracy, this . 
is the ſtate of every carnal man or womad before 


they are Converted and changed : When you 


' are Converted, then God dwcils in you, Chriſt- 


dwells in you, the Holy Ghoſt dwells in you; 
before Converſion Chrift .is not in you, God is 
not in you, no nor the Holy Ghaſt is not in you, 
( the 17". verſe of the Epiſtle of Fude ) Theſe be 
they who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, having not 
the Spirit, having not the Holy Ghoſt. And as 


the wicked are without God, and without Chriſt, 
ſo the Devil is in them, in that 2% chap. of the . 


Epiſtle to the Epheſians, ver. 2. In time paſt ye 
walked according to the conrſe of this World, ac- 
cording to the Prince of the power of the air, the 
Spirit that now worketh in the children. of diſobedi- 
ence : The Spirit, that's the Devil, the Devil 
works in you : *'L{is a common proverbial Speech 
that ſome will aſe to one another. (' when they ſee 


- them outragtous and mad ) I think the. Devil's in + 
; you; I tell you, my Brethren, there is not one 
47, *unregenerate man or woman, but the Devils, in 
' them; every child of the Devil is: full of his Fa- ' 
',}- ther-the Devil, Ye are of your father the Devil, 
', end bis works you do. Well, but now as every 
; carnal unregenerate man is full of the Devil, ſo 
*, every ſpiritual godly man or woman, every one * 
, that Tod hath effeCtually called ro Salvation, he 
_ or ſhe is one in whom Chriſt is. _ + 


2. Head. 
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* (and that's another thing that we would explain ) 
I Anſwer : — 

Firſt, Negatively. * And, 

Secondly, Afermatzvely. 

i. Negatively, in what fen'> Chriſt may zot 
be ſaid to be in us. Chriſt conſidered perſonally, 
1 as he was our Mediator, God and Man 1n one 
perſon, in which perſon he was born of the Vir- 
Sin, in which perton he lived upon the earth, in 
] which perſon he dyed upon the Croſs, and was 

buried, and rote, and is aſcended into Heaven, is 
at:the right hand of God; in that perſon; Chriſt 
| | cannot be ſaid to be in us,for Jeſus Chriſt is Man as 
- 4, well as God ; now as Man he cannot be faid to be in 

{ us, aS God-man perſonally ; where mult he be? he is 
in the Heaven, and muſt be there till the great day 
of Jadgment,and chen he w:{ come thence with fla; 
 #ng fire, to render vengeance upon thoſe that know not 
God,and diſobey the Goſpel: The 3%of As 21 v.And 
he ſhall ſend us Feſus Chriſt, which before was preach- 
ed unto you, whom the Heaven muſt recerve until 
\ | the times of reſtitution of all things, which God hath 
| ſpoken by the month of his boly Prophets, ſince the 
| world began : Fhe Heaven maſt receive, and does 
receive and hold him, perſonally he is in Heaven. 
2. Well then poſitively, How 1st that Feſus 


| Chrift 5s ſaid to dwel in us 
Firit, Chri5t may be ſaid ts be in you, when his 
' mature 15 in you. 
Secondly, Chrift may be ſaid to be in you, when 
!' by < rae is 118 you. 
Thirdly, Chriſt may be ſaid to be in you, when bis 
Kingdom un you's Now 
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14 A Serious Exhortation 
Now by theſe you may know whether Chrift 


be in you, and ſo conſequently what hopes you 


have for your Salvation ; for it all turns upon this, 
is Chri#t in me? orthe Devil in me? who hath 
poſſeſſion of my heart ? whio is Lord there? who 
governs there ? if Chriſt be there, thou ſhalr be 
taved ; if the Devil be there, woe to thee ; if thou 
dieſt in this tate, thou muſt goe to the Devil; 
Examine your ſelves whether Chri#t be in you, if 
be is not ( faith he) you are. reprobates; why ? 
wouldeſt thou know whether Chriſt be in thee ? 
1. [s his Nature inthee ? Chriſts Nature ; why, 
wharc is the Nature of Chriſt ? 'ris a holy and a hea- 


venly Nature, "tis fuch a Nature that none have 


bur the children of God ; for he is our elder Breo- 
ther, he is the eternal begotcen of the Father, we 
are begotten through faich in 2--e, but we have 
all alike Nature : The Nature of all the Children 
of God are like the Father, Chriſt was like his 
Father, and we are like Chriſt; God, and Chriſt, 
and we through that one Spirit that is in all, are 
in our meaſure alike. So | 

Now from the Jn-being of his Nature, thou 


mayeſt conclude the in-being of Chriſt ; Chriſt is, 


in thee, if his Nature is in thee, . 24 Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, 5 ch. 17. v. This Nature of Chriſt 
in compariton to what once thou hadfſt, is a new 
Aature, 2 Cor. 5. 7. If any man be in Chri$F( or 
hath Chriſt in him) he 3s 4 new Creature, or he 
hath a new Nature. Haſt thou a new Nature ? 
Ask thy Soul, it concerns chee to know,” for thy 


eternal life or death dependeth upon the ſolution: 
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nnto Self- Examination. I5 
; of this Queſtion : If thou art a New Creature, 
thou haſt the Nature of Chriſt, thouart like Chrift 
” himſelf, thou art a Son or Daughter of God, 
' thou beareſt the image of the Father, there can be 
- no preater evidence than this, that thou art de- 
! figned for a Portion and Inheritance in Heaven : 
* Prove thy ſelf a Child of God, there's no fear of 
{a Portion; but if thou art a Baſtard and no Son, 
thou muſt go without a Portion 3; God may pive 
'>thee thy Meat and Drink, bur he will never give 
thee a Portion ; God hath laid up infinite Trea- 
"ſures in Heaven, to give to his Children; prove 
but thy Sonſhip, prove but thy Daughterſhip, 
© » and never queſtion Heaven, never queſtion a Por- 
tion ; Why how ſhall I prove that ? why, « Chriſt 
\'#2 thee ? how ſhall [| prove that Chriſt is in me? 
haſt thou a new Nature ? this new Nature is a new 
| Creature, he that is in Chrift is a new Creature, _ 
that does imply we were all old Creatures, waſk * 
thou ever made a new Creature ? thon waſt born | 
an old Creature, waſt thou ever new born ? thou 
"haſt the humane Nature of a finful man from thy * 
 FZMother, but haſt. thou the Nature of God from [ 
»» God the Father ? art thou born again by the ſeed 
of the Word, and che Spirits working thereby ? 
, 4 How ſhall we know we are this New Creaturs ? 
{| -The Apoſtle tells you there, you may know it 
? thus, Old things are paſt away, and behold all things 
re become new : Compare thy felf what chou art, 
'to what thou waſt oncez CanFt tho ſay ? 1 was 
| Hind, but now I ſee, ( that's new ) my blind eyes 
- \tnadeto ſee; time was | knew-not God, nor my 
gd ſelf, 
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felf, nor fin, nor was I humble, but God hath 
now opened. my eyes :- Cut rhou ſay, I was 
dumb, but now I can ipeak ? I was dumb to the 
things of God, I could nor ipeak of him with 
delighr, I could not Pray to him ; but God hath 
now opened my: mouth, and now I can Pray to 
him, and ſpeak of him and his Praile; here's a- 
nother thing become new ; he that delighted in 
Swearing, and in Curiſiog and Lying, now de- 
lighteth in God ; here's a change, ro have a new 
Underſtanding, new Will, new Aﬀettions, new 
Converſation, every thing new : The new Crea- 
rare hath all things new, 'tis new from head to 
foot, there's nothing butr's changed ; the old man 
delighteth in nothing bur eacing and drinking, and 
making merry, ſporting in the luſts of the fleſh, 
and {atisfyiug the luits of che fleth ; but the new 
Creature delighteth in Chriſt and Heaven, and a 
work of Grace upon his own heart, . in hope of a 
better life, in thoughts of what God hath done, 
and is a doing, and will do with him. 

Haſt thou left thy old company, and got new 
company ? haſt thou lefc thy Drunken and Swear- 
mg __ ? haſt chou left them, and got into the 
company of Gods people ? haſt thou changed thy 
Ale-houle Songs into Pſalms, Hymns and ſpiritu- 
al Songs ? are all things become new ? then all old 
things are gone : But ſay you,, I cannot ſay ſo, that 
old things are paſt away, and all things becom 2 
new ; then {ay I, thou art not a new Creature, 
and if thou art not a new Creature, or haſt not a 


new Nature, thou art not in Chriſt ; and if Cont | 
C 


A c » _ <a . 
i © Ho wm GT WT TONY 


>4 


C 


unto Self-Examination. 19 
be net:in-thee; then thou art a Reprobete + Will 
you remember: that 2; and what a:tad condicion 
are''you in the while : .@ Reprobate-lay you, that's 
nothing, what's a Reprobate ? ( I have hinted he- 

fore ) 'tis to |be : diſowned, diſallowed, diſapproved 

of God as a agrns rad falſe Coyne; when you 
go io. pay it, it-will nor paſs currant, bur he thac 
thou -offereſt it to takes! ir and turns irabour, firſt 
one-fide' and the other; and ſay's it's braſs, and 
flings /ic :away : God will turn che Sinner here 
and there, and fay -this is a Child-of the Devil, 
let. him 'take him; God will bring thee to the 

Fouchſone, if he find char thou ;arc reprobate, 
that -nothing of Chriſt is in thee, he will throw 
thee away ; A Reprobate is not currant Coyn 
with God, God willreject him. _ - Pets 
_.' Now. to have this new Nature, iis all one to 
have: the Image of God, Colof. 3.9, 10, Seeing 
that ye have pur off the. old man with hu deeds *: 
Itold you what the eld man was,:with his deeds, 
old company,: old: finful' wicked: practices ; and 
. you have pur on the;zew :av, wheab;sr renewed jy 
kriowledge,, after . the Image of God that. created 
bimc:i:The ou ; many RO or I kaow the new 
"72% 2: by his face you may knowhimz: you may 
knowa Man by his! face; how-ſhalkwe.know,g 
new. Mairby bis face:?.iby bis looks, Jobk himda 
thecface ;- hy; wliatfate bath:the mem Crearurs 
hy. the. new Greezate; the, new: Man; hath, ;che 
Face and Iniage ef :Gich yiwhy, what Jrqage hap 
God? hath , @ lace.. 23. .we haye 2 No 
Gui 55'S : Fpir ih evelo te « face. mug 
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be ſpiritually, underſtood ;- that is, we: bear his 
likeneſs, bearing his Image is bearing his like- 
neſs; why, What «s God? God is a knowing 
God, ſo art thou'made knowing, Doft chou know 
God, and Chriſt, and thy ſelf ? God is a holy 
God, a''righteous God, a juſt God ; art thou 
righteous, artthou juſt, art thou heavenly ? look 
.on-the man; do you ſee holineſs in'him? do you 
ſee righteouſneſs in his Converſation ? do you ſee 
him acquainted with God and Chriſt ? do you ſee 
the new Creature in knowledge, righteouſneſs 
and holineſs? if ſo, then thou haſt the Image of 
God ; and if thou haſt the Image of God, thou 
arta new Creature; and if thou art a new Crea- 
ture, Chriſt.is in thee, and then thou needeſt not 
= Salvation ; but if Chriſt be not in thee, 
then look to it: Oh, ſay you; this ſeemetk to be 
very clear, — to Scripture, if Scripture 
be true; Why man, deft thou doubt it-? deft thou 
doubt whether 'tis true or no? it is that: by which 
Jeſus Chrift the Judge of quick and dead, will 
yudge the : whole World, or all the Chriftian 
World, -and doff rho doubt the truth of 1t 7. why, 
fay you, if it þe true, woe be to me, then Jam.in a 
{ad condition'; why,I would to God you would cry 
out woe-be'ts' you, then there would be.ſome 
hope. "Tis withyou, as it.is with ſomeſick men, 
when-they are- fick and feel. not their: Diſeaſe, 
- condition'is more deſperate, it is the: worſe 
at they-don't ſee their miſery in ic. Did-you 
but ſee your miſery while you are out of Chrift, 
till you are inade new Crentures,, new Men \and 
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Women, _ 


; Eroans and pains: Did thy ' Sin never coſt. thee 


anto Self-Examination. 19 
Women, you would cry out with the pole, 
Oh wretched man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me? 
and when thou cryeſt out, Jeſus Chriſt heareth 
thee, and is ready to deliver thee, if chou art 
minded to be delivered. 

But the zew Creature muſt have a new Creation : 
New born Babes muſt have a new birth ; would 
you know whether you bear the /iheneſs of Chriſt ? 
and ſo conſequently, Whether Chriſt be in you? 
do you never remember your new Birth ? do 
you never remember the time that God made a 
—_ upon your hearts ? don't you remember 
the firſt time that .God put you upon Praying ? 
for thou wert not born Praying: Do you ever 
remember when God nit thee towards him- 
ſelf? once I had my back upon him, ſuch a time 
to my knowledge he ſet my face towards him, 
and I began to look after him; can you remem- 
ber when you groaned and travelled upon this ac 
count of the new birth of the new Creature ? I be- 
lieve there's no Mothers of you, but you can re- 
member the time of your Travel with your Chil- 
dren: Can you remember the time that you ſhed 4 
tear for Sin? that you abhorr'd your ſelves in 
duſt and aſhes before the Holy God, whoſe grace 
you had fo long abaſed ? can you remember the 
time that you firſt cryed out, Oh {. what ſhell 7 do 
to be ſaved ? What: do you ſay ? "Tis « firange 
thing, thata Woman ſhould be brought to Bed 
without Pain z and 'tis a ſtrange thing, that your 
Souls ſhould be brought forth to God withou 
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groan or tear yet? did you never cry out, wretche 
ed Man, and wretched Woman that lam! if thy. 
pain had been ſtrong, it would have been 'a'good 
{ign that thy Birth will do well ; I don't like the 
new Birth of thoſe that never feel pain, that ne- 
wer found mourning and bitterneſs for Sin, that 
cannot ſay they were ever in bitterneſs of Spi- 
rit before God upon their knees for Sin; I ſu- 
Tpect ſuch. 

Oh! If you have not known it, Pray God night 
and day that you may know it ;, what it 1s to be in 
bitterneſs for fro ; to be groaning after the liber- 
ry of the Sons of God. You will never be new 
"Creatures, till you are new born; Except a max 
be born again, he cannot enter-into the Kiugdom of 
Heaven, 

Secondly, Wouldſt thou kyow that Chriſt is mm 
thee, or in what ſenſe ir may be ſaid that Chriſt 
is in us? (for that is the Queſtion ; ) Chriſt i i 
you, when the Spirit of Chriſt is in you, When the 
- Holy Ghoſt is'in yo, Rom. 8.9. But ye are nor 


-in the Fleſh, but' in the Spirit, if ſo be that the 
Spirit of. God dwell in you 5 now if any man have 


not the Spirit of Chrift, he ts none of his : If you 
are Chritts, i# Chriſt be in you, the Spirit of 


- Chriſt is::in-you: Have you the Spirit of Christ 
51. you? if you have not, you are none of Chriſts. 


The Spirit. of Chriſt, fay you, How ſhall we know 


whether the: Spar of. Chruft.be in us, or no ? why, 


you ſhall know the In-being. of the Spirit: of Chra#t 


-#hus : ( [wiſh you. wauld examine your -ſelves 
'by theſe .Rules, for-theſei are Scr5prmr al: Rules ; 
« an 
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and. if you examine your ſelves by Scriptural 
Rules, you need not fear taking wrong meaſure 
of your 1elves ; if you are but weight in the Scales 
or Bailance of the -SanCtuary, never fear but you 
will hold weight rowards God. ) | 
i. If the Sperit of Chrift be in you, the deeds of 
the body will be mortified thereby : The deeds of 
the Body, what's that ? ( ver. 13, ) If you live 
after the fleſh, you ſhall dye, but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortifie the deeds of the body, you ſhall 
live : Here's a mortification of the deeds of che 
body ; But how 7 not by your own ſtrength, but by 
the Spirit of Chriſt; Jf ye through the Spirit da 
 mortifie the deeds of the body, ye ſhall live ; Live 
with God : What are the deeds of the Body ? they 
are; the deeds of this flefhly Body : What are 
they? why, they are thoſe deeds that are wrought 
ina {ro of the luſt s of the feeſ ; for there 
are deeds of the Body that are. lawful; when I 
eat, it is a deed of the Body,and when I drink, it is 
a deed of the Body, and when I work it is a 
deed of the Body ; theſe are deeds of the Body, 
and. lawful things, but the deeds of the Body * 
( here) are ſinful deeds ; What are they? when 
1 eat to Ginttony, -and when I drink to Drunken- 
neſs ; for to ſpeak, it is a deed of the Body ( for 
'tis a deed of the Tongue, and the Tongue 1s & 
member of the Body ) bur when 7 Curſe with my 
T ongue, that 1s a ſinful deed of the Body , when [I 
_ pollute my ſelf with filthy Diſcourſe, that's a deed 
pf the Body ; all acts of Uncleanneſs, and Farni- 
cation, and Adultery, are deeds of the Body. 
| C 3 Now 
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Now, faith the ApoZ#le, would you know whe- 
ther the Spirit of Chriſt be in you? you ſhall ea- 
fily know it, Ile tell you how : Mark, ( ſaith he ) 
if the Spirit of Chriſt be truly-in you, that Spirit 
will mortifie, crucifie, ſlay the deeds of the Body 
5x you ; it will keep from Drunkenneſs, and Glut- 
tony, and Uncleanneſs, and Filthineſs ;z and if 

ou find there is a Spirit in you, that keeps you 

rom Sin, and keepeth theſe fins mortified in you, 
this is the Spirit of Chriſt, ( ſaith the Ypo# le) and 
$f the Spirit of Chriſt be in you, then Chriſt ' is in 
you, for Chriſt takes poſſeſſion of his peoples 
Souls by his Spirit : But does he ? yes, I ſhall not 
alwayes be with you, but I will ſend my Spirit, 
and he ſhall make bis abode with you for ever + Oh, 
fay you, would we had this Spirit ; if you have 
Chriſt in you, you have this Spirit in you : But 
how ſhall we know we have this Spirit? you 
may know it by this, ( ſaith the Apo#le) by cru- 
cifying the deeds of the Body; that is, the fioful 
deeds of the Body. 

But now contrarily, if theſe ſinful deeds of the 
Body are not mortified in thee, but thou art yet a 
Drunkard, a Glutton, yet an unclean perſon, and 
all the members of thy Body are z:cmbers of Un- 
yighteouſneſs, and thou doft live after the luſts of 
the fleſh ; to be ſure the Spirit of Chriſt is not in 
thee ; What then? why, if his Spirit be not in 
thee, Chriſt is not in thee; what then ? why, if 
Chrift be not in thee, thou art a Reprobate. 

3. ns Fw wouldſt thou know whether the Spiri 


by 


of Chrift be inthee ? and fo whether Chriſt be in thee | 
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by his Spirit ; thou mayeſt knowit; if the ſpirk 
1s in thee, chow welt live after the Spirit ? (tis put 
in the former part of the 13. verſe of this 8th. of 
Romans) if ye through the ſpirit do mortifie the 
deeds of the body, ye ſhall live ; (verſ.14.) as _ | 
as are led by the ſpirit of God, are the Sons of God z 

if the ſpirit of Chriſt bein you, you ſhall be ſaved. 
How. ſhab 1 know whether the ſpirit be in me? If 
thon art led by the ſpirit of Chriſt, the ſpiric is in 
thee. But how ſhall I know whether I am led by 
the ſpirit ? the ſpirit of Chriſt leads from fir, and 
the- ſpirit of Chriſt leads to God; the ſpirit of 
Chriſt leads to prayer, and, to believing ; it leads 
zo delighting in God, it leads to righteouſneſs and 
holineſs 3 it leads oxt of ſelf, and leads to Chrift 
and to God, and to that fulneſs that God bath laid 
up in him ? Artthouled by the Spirit from Sin to 
God, from wickedneſs to righteouſneſs , from 
hows" of company to the company of God's 

e | 5h 

Fu thou led by the ſpiritof God, then thou art 
the Son of God ? If thou art a Son of God, then 
thou beareſt the Image of God : and if thou bear- 
eſt the Image of God, then thou .haſt the nature 
of Chriſt, God is thy Frthes :. What then ? 
then Heaven is thy portion, then thou ſhalt cer. 
tain'y be ſaved. 

o you walk after the ſpirit, do you pray sn 
the ſpirit, do you ſig in Fl ſpirits _s wo 
ix the ſpirit, do you hear in the ſpirit, do you keep 
Sebbaths in the ſpirit, do you & all that you do, 
i= the ſpirit 2 If the ſpirit - God bein you, then 
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you be led by3t: if you be led by ir; Chriſt is in 


res. £0 DY 

3. Again, Wouldſt thou know whether the ſpire 
bein thee ? thou mayeſt know it thus, by 'thy guice 
kening and livelineſs in the things of God The 
ſpiric of God is a quickening ſpirit, 'tis nota dead 
dull ſleepy Spirit; there are-a company bf formal, 
dead-{piriced people that come.to ordinances; as 
dead men come to banquets, that can neither-ſee 
nor feel, nor taſte; is the Spirit in thee, thou 
mayeſt know:its quickening;, that lively: quicken- 
ing that it will give thee, 2 the exerciſe b, grace 
#2: 7ohn 6. and verſ. 63. 'tis: the ſpirit that quicken- 
eth, the fleſh profiteth nothing ; The words that I 
ſpeak unto you, they are-'Spirit , and-they are 
Life; Chriſt iwas telling them, excepe they eat his 
Peſh and drink; his blood, they could not inherit the 
:kingdom of God. This they. ſtaggered at; 'IWhar ! 
muſt we eat his fleſh and drink his blood ** I don't 
-mean after: a carnal manner, but I mean: Spiritu- 
:ally, if the: Spirit of God be in you, and-you 
-are quickned,:and aQive and lively in feeding 


-npon:me by faith, cher (faith he). you enter to 


the kingdom of God, and you have eternal Life in 
you, if you feed upon me by faith , as' being 
noms thereby to that action by the quickning 
pirit of God ; does the fpirit'of God qaicken you 

from ſin, to the imbracing;of Chriſt, to lay 


zo fi 

hold npon him as a Saviour, to cling - fait to him, 
to deny to: let. him go? are you quickened, oh 
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you, and if Chriſt be in you, you are no repro- 
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*he more of .quickning and livelineſs you have in 
'the exerciſe of Grace, the more you have of the 
Spirit of God; . I do confeſs there are deprees of 
this livelineſs: and, quickning, all are not quick 
alike, there .may bertrue life ſometimes when one 
can hardly fee:;them _ take breath, or can hardly 
feel their Pulſe beat; and ſo it is wich God's peo- 
ple ſometimes; But ordinarily, commonly, that 
man.that lives after the Spirit, is quick and lively 
 ladaty and the things of God. = 
23:i4).Ag4in, wouldſt thou know whether the ſpirit 
Wav be in thee, thou mayeſt know it by the wit- 
weſs of the ſpirit of Got to thy ſpirit, that thou art 
& Child of God, Rom. 8. 15. For ye have not 
received the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, but 
e. bave received the Firit of adoption , whereby 
ye cry, Abba Farher , the Spirit it ſelf beareth. 
witneſs with our Spirits , that we are the Chil» 
aren of God; How does the Spirit of God bear. 
witneſs with our Spirits ? (that may ſeem a hard. 
queſtion. ) This is one way that the ſpirir of Chriſt 
beareth witneſs with our ſpirits ; the Spirit witneſ-. 
ſeth with our ſpirits we are the Children of God, 
by working of that divine Nature or Image in mu; 
Haſt.thou the Image of God ( that I ſpoke of at 
firſt ) the Nature of God? this work of the ſpirit | 
is. 4 witneſs:of : the ſpirit left in thy ſoul that thou: 
art God's ; that is the witneſs. of the Spirit ; but 
I don't ſay: that's all, for we may have that divine 
' nature, and yet-zot ſee it, that work of grace and 
not ſee it: The Spirit therefore may be ſaid to _; 
. witneſs 30 our ſpirits, when he does D:ſcover to thy-.;* 
ſpirit * 
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ſpirit that thou haſt that new nature ; 'tis of the | Cl 


Spirit that grace is wrought, and that's an evidence 
that thouart a Child of God. But further, the 
Holy Ghoſt gives thee to ſee that new Nature; 
you muſt pray that the Spirit may not only give 
you that new Nature, but give you to diſcover it, 
and to convince thee that thou haſt the image of 
God upon thee; that's the ſecond, you may know 
whether Chriſt be in you when his ſpirir's in your: 

3. Thirdly, wouldſft thou know if Chrift be in thee? 


fee whether or no his Kingdom ts in thee ? far if;his 


Kingdom be in thee, he is in thee;for whereſhauld 
the King be but in his Kingdom? Now the keng- 
dom of God « within us, Luke 17.21. Neither ſhall 
they ſay, Lo here, or lo there, for behold ( as 
he tells them ) the Kingdom of God comes not 
with obſervation, verſ. 20. for behold the King- 
dom of God is within you: Chriſt is a ſpiri- 
tual King, and he does exerciſe his kingly power 
within s by ruling in us; why ? but how ſhall we 
know whether the Kingdom of Chrift bein ws? you 
ſhall know it thas ; whether are the Laws of Chrift 
come into you? and whether do theſe Laws of 
Chriſt bear ſway in your hearts ? Chriſts Kingdom 
& where the Laws of bis Kingdom are: Now the 
Laws of his Kingdom are within us, that is, wicb- 
5x thoſe in whom Chriſt reigns. *Tis true of the 


. wicked, they have broke his bands aſunder and caſt 


bis cords far from them, they have caſt the Laws 
of Chriſt behind them. But now they that have 
received Chriſt, have received the Laws of Chriſt, 


* the Laws of his Kingdom, the Commandments of 


Chriſt, 


ne 
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- 
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@ | Chriſt, as of faith, repentance , mortification to 
© | the world ;(it would be too tedious to repeat them 


e 


 ' we _ op wv eaw (0d v 


all.) Is the Goſpel come to you, have you obeyed 
the Goſpel ? have you repented indeed ? and be» 
lieved inaeed ? are you followers of the Lamb in- 
deed ? are the words of Chriſt Laws to you? 
are the Laws of Chriſt in you ? Why ! how ſhall 
we know that the Laws of Chriſt are in uw? why! 
are they written upon your hearts? how ſhall we 
know whether they are written upon our hearts? 
{1 anſwer ) by the power that theſe Laws have 
upon your hearts; Do they over-awe you? do 
they check you ? do they controll you ? do they 
bring you into obedience to them? dare you do 
otherwiſe than believe? dare you do otherwiſe 
than repent? dare you do otherwile than be mor- 
tified to the world ? dare you do otherwiſe than 
pray to God and walk cloſely with God ? is the 
Law of God a binding Law upon your conſci- 
ence ? then is the Kingdom of God come into 
you with power, then Chriſt is in you, and his 
Kingdom 1s in you with power ; ?tis one thing 
for the Kingdom of God to come into you #7 
word, and another thing to come into you 2x 
power, 1 Cor. 4. 20. for the kingdom of Goa us not 
in you in word, but in-power ; you are all hearers 
of the words of Chriſt, of the Laws of his King- 
dom, but what power have the Laws of his King- 
dom upon your hearts? do they bring your 
thoughts and imaginations into obedience ? do 
they ſubdue your wills, and bring your affeti- 
ons into obedience ? thus you may know; So in 

Rom. 
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Rom. 14. 17. you may ſee further how you ay 
k now whether the Kingdom of Chriſt be in you ? 


and what the Kingdom of Chriſt is, for rhe King- . 


dom God ts not meat and drink , but righteouſneſs 


and peace and joy in the Holy-Ghoſt. Examine. 


your ſelves, is righteouſneſs in the principle and 
habit in you ? does it act you in the courſe of 
your lives and converſations ? he chat liveth righ- 
teouſly, liverh according to the Law of Chriſt ; 
But bow ſhall I know that? thou ſhalt know that 


by the peace of conſcience that followeth, and the 


goy in the Holy Ghoſt ; do you maintain peace of 
conſcience, is not that broke ? do you keep that 
whole? have you not always been checked, when 
you have nepgleCted praying to God, and ſinned 
thus and thus ? do you keep peaceof conſcience, 
aud maintain joy in the Holy Ghoſt ? theſe are 
the bloſſoms of the frait of Righteouſneſs. Now 


.if the Kingdom of God be z you, there's the 


righteouſneſs of the Kingdom of God, and the 
peace of the Kingdom of God there, and the jo 
of the Kingdom of God there; And by thele 
you may know whether Chriſt be in you ; and if 
Chriſt be in you, you may be ſure you ſhall be 
ſaved; for thoſe are reprobates and ſhall be re- 
jetted of God 2 who: Chriſt is not 5; Then, they 
are the choſen of God, the elect of God, the Chil- 
dren of God, the redeemed of God, the ſaved 
of God, in whom Chriſt dwelleth. 

Why ! Now does your conſcience bear witneſs 
to theſe Three things ? 
. Can you ſay the /p:r:r of Chriſt is in you? can 

| you 


| 


n 
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ou ſay the ature of Chriſt is in you ? can you 
ay the Kingdom of Chriſt is in you? if theſe be 
in you, Chriftis in you. 
Uſe. Bleſs God all you Saints ! who have this 
aſſurance given you of God that you ſhall be 
ſaved: Oh! bleſs God, go away bleſſing God 
that he hath told you, you ſhall be taved ; thar 
you are no reprobates, that you are the choſen of 
God. Letthat be one «ſe ; if one ſhould ask you, 
'what's the beſt News ? the beſt news in all the 


\ warld, is this, thar God: hath aſſured thee thou 


ſhalc be ſaved ; he hath cold me that Chrift x zn- 
me, and bid me be confident, for if he be in me, 
I ſhall be ſaved. ll 

Oh! but rake heed you be not deceived; yea, I 
hope I do ; I have been told from Scripture, that 
if the nacure of Chriſt be in me, Chriſt is in me, 
and I am lure his nature is in me, I am ſure old ' 
things are paſt away, and all things are become 


'new; [I havenew deſires, and new thoughts, new 


hungerings after Chriſt, and there is nothing chat 
I delight in ſo much as Chriſt, 1 have left my old 
company, and have got new ; the people of God, 
which are Gods delight, are my delight. -.. 

But be not miſtaken; no, 1 am not miſtaken, 
for the ſpirit of Chriſt is in me, by which "the 
deeds of the Body are mortified in me, and I am 
led by the ſpirit, and do walk after the ſpirit; and 
this ſpiric is a quickning ipirit co me, it makes 
me alivein Prayer, and hearing, and the wordof 
God does reliſh with me. If 1 were dead, as I 
uſed to be, I could taſte no {weetneſs ; _ _ 

or 
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Word is ſweet to me, through the ſpirits quick- 1 
ning of me. Oh! rejoice, what bleſſed news is 1 
this, that God ſhould tell thee thou ſhalt be taved, x 
and bid thee not doubt, for he hath given his ſpi- « 
rit as an eatneſt, for his ſpirit dwelleth in thee, t 
and his Son by his {pirit. ( 
Tell them again that doubt it, | do mortifie the £ 
deeds of the fleſh, I tremble to think that I ſhould 
be found intemperate in eating or drinking. Ido | 
watch my tongue leaſt I ſhould offend. I did uſe t 
to talk any how, I made nothing of an oath ar a | 
curſe formerly ; but the Lord hath put a check up- 1 
on my tongue, his ſpirit is in me, for the Apoſtle 1! 
hath told me, that if I mortifie the deeds of the body i: 
by the ſpiric, then the ſpirit is in me, and if the < 
ſpirit be in me, Chriſt is in me. for he does hold t 
poſſeſſion of his peoples hearts by his ſpiric. And r 
Again, If any one queſt:onertb you further, ſay, .x 
IT am ſure, for the Kingdom of Chriſt is in me, and 
then Chriſt is in me, for he is the King, and where / 
ſhould the King be, but in his Kingdom, arid I 5 
know his Kingdom is in me becauſe his Laws are C 
written upon my heart, and if I negle& Prayer I v 
am checkt for it, and if I ſpeak anidle word Iam + 
checkt for it; Ifind his Laws are in me #n power, C 
not in word only, but in Power ; the Kingdom 4: 
of Chriſt is within me; and if his Kingdom S 
be in me, he is in me, for he is in his King» © 
dom, and if Chriſt be in me, I am no Repro- t« 
bate. This 7s comfortable, 5s it not? And now, 
if thou haſt this jewel of aflurance, go home v 
end bleſs God for'it 3 1 have been doubting of % 
| | my 
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ck. my falvation; more fool I : Hath Chriſt been in 
; is meſo many years, and I have been queſtioning the 
ed, work of God-upon my heart ? Oh ! ſinful wretch, 
pt» oh ! unthankful creature that I have been ; Well 
ee, then, are theſe ſuch infallible ſigns that we are in 
Chriſt, who would not have them ? If one ſhould 
the come to you, and ask you, ſhall you be ſaved? 
uld yes we hope fo ; but how? why by Feſws Chriſt, 
do heis a merciful Chreft ; ah! bat is Chriſt in thee ? 
uſe thon Man? thou Woman ? [| ell thee, if Chriſt 
r 2 be not in thee, thou art a reprobate; I tell thee 
up- ſo! the Holy Ghoſt hath told thee fo: is Chriſt 
tle in thee? is his ature inthee ? is his ſpirit inthee ? 
dy is his Kingdom in thee? if theſe be not in thee, 
the Chriſt is not in thee; and if Chriſt be not in thee 
old thou art a reprobate ; falſe Coyn, that God will 
d reject, when others ſhall be raken and paſs cur. 
zy, .Tant, thou ſhalt be thrown aſide. 
nd But oze thing more, and that is this ; you z14y 
ere ſee in what. ſenſe it is that we ao hold ChriSts being 
1 I 3n his People, There area | pram that cry up 
ere Chriſt, and fo cry him within them, as if there 
r I were no Chriſt without them ; bur believe it, We 
am had never had a Chriſt within us, if we had not a 
ers Chrift withent us ; It was Chriſt without us, thar 
zm 1aid down his Life for us, that he might have his: 
"Mm Spirit to ſanifie his People, and make us fit for 
g- Glory. We are not for Chriſts being in ws, as 
ro- to deny Chrifts being i= Heaven ; nor o far 
w, for his being. oxs of us, but for many great and 
ne weighty reaſons, - he may be well {aid to be in us, 
of when his Nemre, Spirit and. Kingdom are 571 us, 
ny nc 
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and yet the Perſou of Chriſt, God-Man, may be 
at the right hand of his Father in Heaven, and yet 
in his ſpiritual power and inflaence is all this while 
in our Hearts, even while he is perſonally at the 
right hand of the Father. 

Well ! will you remember ? all theſe are marks 
by which you may as afluredly know whether 
you ſhall go to Heaven or Hell, as you know now 
"ris day by the Sun's ſhining : Thele are moſt in- 
fallible figns and tokens, rightly underſtood, that 
you ſhall be ſaved. 

I ſhould have added ſomething to prove the 
Doctrine, Thar ſuch as thoſe ſhall be ſaved: 
Need I. ſtand to prove ut ? can I think, or thou 
think, that God will jend ſuch a one that hath his 
Image upon him, to Hell ? Man, thou mayeſt ra- 
ther conceive that a Man or Woman may take 
their own Child, that hath their Image upon. it, 
and throw it into a Pond, and drown it ; than 
think that God ſhould take the care to draw his 
Image upon thee, and make thee a Son or Daugh- 
ter, ahd throw thee into Hell: No! No, God 
does love his Image wherever he ſees it. 

Again, Thou ! -g0 to Hell, *ris. impoſſible; 
what ? Thou ! go to Hell, and : Chri#+ in thee! 
If thou fhouldſt go to Hell, Chriſt: himſelf muſt 
go with thee; for if Chriſt be in thee, thou canſt 
be put no where, but Chriſt is with thee ; ſo that 
by reaſon, Chriſt 'and thou are ſo united, you 
muft both go together. If you :could”' imagine 
that God ſhould ſay, 'Get thee gone to everlaſt- 
ing Burnings ; Chriſt would/ſay, 1 muſt go _ 

im 
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him then, I am with him} Father, behold mine 
Image upon him, if thou letteſt: him go, I muſk 
So with him. Canſt thou imagine God ſhould 
damn thee, whom he hath filled with his Spire 
why ! this Spirit of God is God himlelf, and 
doſt thou think God himſelf will Damn thee ? 
Damn thee ! who ſhould do ic® where the Son 
is, the Father is, where the Father: and Son is, 
the Spirit is; here is God the Father, and God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft -dwelling in 
thee. Throw thee into Hell! who ſhould do it ? 
IVhat, God the Father ! No, He dwelleth ig thee; 
what, God the Son ! No, He dwelleth in thee 5 
what, God the Holy Ghoft ! No; :He abideth in 
thee: Damn thee! No. for thou haſt all the three 
Perſons in the Godhead to thy ſelf; there's no 


fear of thy Damnation. 


And as this is moſt reaſonable, ſo on the' other 
hand ; thou! ſaved, theu ! that haſt the Devil 
living and ruling and reigning in thee ! .I rell thee, 
if thou ſhouldſt be ſaved che Devil-muſt be faved ; 
IVby ſo? if thou wicked man that art not regene+ 
rate, if thou go to Heaven the Devil muſt go ta 
Heaven too; for he is in thee; 'ris as- Jfipoſfible 
till thou art converted. and born again; that: thoy 
ſhouldſt be ſaved, as for the Devil to be ſaved, for 
till chen he hath poſlefſion of thee, and will not 
be caſt out of thee cill Chrift caſt him oat ; arid if 
he be with thee in'tit-* ihe will be with thee t@ 
eternity. 4 

The fecond DoX%;ne is this, That it is certain 
that thoſe in whom Ci:i#Þ is-not, they are Fepnobates, 
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why do 1 fay 'tzo certzin !. why ! ſaith the ApoZle, 
don't you know'that ? that was a ſtrange thing, 
that they-ſhiould nor know this cruth, thar excepe 
we have Christ im us, we are reprobates; examine 
pour ſelues,”kuow you not "your own ſelves, prove 
your ſelves:iq.d, Don't you know brethren ! what 
your caſets?..wſat your condition is? it you have 
Chriſt :2 :you,.:tis unquyeſtionable you are in a 
Rate of. ſalvation ; But if Chriſt be nor 52 you, un- 
queſtionably you are in a ſtate of damnation. 
- . Every'.:pdor: Soul that heareth of an Eternal 
Life, and an Eternal Death, ' and believeth, and 
knows. he ſhall. be but a little while here in this 
World. is defirqus to know whether he hall live 
Eternally, or die-Eternally ; Would yau not all 
know. this; would younotall know whether . you, 
(when you die) ſhall go to Heaven or Hell ? 
why ! (1aith the Apo5le), 1 will tell you how you 
may know, 'tis eaſie to. know, do but examine 
Your - ſebvis , do: but proue;your ſelves, try your 
felves; don'ttake it for granted, and conclude 
hand over-head ; bur if upon trial and proof you 
find Chrift to be in you, . you ſhall be ſaved ; but 
if-Chrift:be not in you, you may be ſure (if. you 
die in that ſtate) that you ſhall be damned. 


36 3,5 ET In opening of this, 
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Thirdly, That thoſe in whom Chri$t not, are 
Reprebates. 


Firſt, For the ſhewing you who they are in whom 
Chriſt is not ; "tis certain, Chriſt zs nor in thoſe 
who did never freely admit him an entrance into 
their hearts. If you tay that Chriſt is in you, pray 
tell me how it came to pals, that Chriſt is in thee ? 
which way did he come into you ? didſt thou 
ever let him into thy heart? if thou didſt never 
let him come in, how came he there ? Chriſt Je- 
ſus 1s always ket into his peoples heart ; he never 
ſteals in, nor does he break in, he is let in, thou 
art made to have a hand in bringing Chriſt into 
thy heart ; the Devil he ſteals into hearts, he gets 
into you by his wiles, and his ſubtleties ; but Je- 
ſus Chriſt he never does fo; when the Devil en- 
tred firſt into our Parents it was by a trick, he 
pretended himlelf to be an /zterpreter of Goas 
Law, and by giving a falſe gloſs under the pre- 
rence of a true; by that means he got the victory; 
the Devil turns himſelf into an Angel of Light, 
and pretendeth himſelf a Meſſenger of God,and fo 


he gets into ſome ; but Chriſt uteth none of theſe 


tricks, he uſeth none of thete ſtratagems ; Chriſt 
does ali open, and above-board, when he comes 
be knocks at the door, he does not come in at the 
window, does not ſteal in; he does not break 

mn: And; 
He telleth you who 'tis that knocks, and what 
he comes about; and what he will do when he 1s 
D 2 in; 
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in ; and all this by the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 

He knocks at the door of your hearts ,. and 
tellech you, It is I, / Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God; he relleth you what he comes about; to 
diipolſeſs you of the Devil, to bind that ftrong 
man and throw him ont ; he tells you he comes as a 
Refiner with fire to purge you, to burn out your 
drols and your Tin; he tells you he comes to del:- 
ver you out of the captivity of the Devil and 
bondage of your Sin, and to _ you from the 
wrath tharjs to come ; and asketh you whether 
you are willing he ſhall enter ; for theſe ends and 
purpoſes if you will not that he ſhall enter he will 
not enter; if you will not have Chriſt upon theſe 
terms, he will not meddle with you. 

That Chriſt does thus knock. and ask for entrance 
and not break his way in, you may find it in Rev. 
3.20. Behold I ftand at the duor and knock, (Mark, 
not asa thief, they don't uſe to knock to come in, 
but they break in, they ſteal ſome paſſage and 
Setin privately, ſo the Devil gets in, and Luſt 
cets1n, they cheat a way in.) 

If any man hear my voice aid open the door ; 
(you muſt open, and if you open, Chriſt will 
come in;) 7 will comein: Now let me ask you 
this queſtion z; Did you ever hear Chriſt knock at the 
aoor of your heart * How ſhall we know when 
Chriſt knocks? or what timie does Chriſt knock ? 
. Chriſt knocks uſually at ſuch 
turbo aye" Bog times as * theſe are ; by the Mi- 
read axd preached. niſtry of the Golpel; he knocks 

by our preaching ; have you heard 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the Word knocking at your hearts; eve- 
ry blow upon your hearts and conſciences is a 
knock of Chriſt ; alas we poor men that are his 
Miniſters, we can only knock at the out-ward gate 
of your Ears; wecan never come to knock at the 
inward cloſer doors of your Conſciences; but Fe- 
ſus Chriſt knocks at the conſcience, at the heart, 
he beats there, have you never heard a noiſe in 
your con{cience,under thepreaching of theWord? 
Such a rattling of the Ward about your conſci- 
ence, that you have been awakened and amazed, 
and have not known what to do, nor think of your 
ſelves ? Sinand Law, and Curſeand Wrath, have all 
been up in Arms againſt you, did you ever find 
this in you ? I tell thee Sinner then, were but the 
noiſe of Chriſt knocking art thy hearr, whereb 
he were convincing thee of the need of himſelf, 
the need of Chriſt, the need of a Saviour, thou 
wouldſt be ſtartled ; for, when the Word con- 
vinceth thee to be a Sinner, it convinces thee like- 
wiſe, that thou art under condemnation; for eve- 
ry finer is condemned by the Law : Why ! Now 
Chriſt knocks and telleth thee this; yea and hath 
not Chriſt Rood knocking, that is, with a great 
deal of patience, knocking one Sermon, and ano- 
ther Sermon, one day, and another day, and a 
third day ; haſt thou ever heard the voice of the 
Son of God in thele knocks? why ! what did 
Chriſt mean in theſe knocks ? what did he mean ? 
why ! he telleth you his meaning by his words; 
when he knocked at that time, he laid, oper che 
door and I will come in. 
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Thon poor ſelf-condemned Sinner ! wilt thou 
admir of Chriit, wilt thou let. in a Saviour ? tee 
how all thy fins fly in thy face, art thou willing to 
be ſaved from them, to be delivered from them ? 
Let me in, and I will fave thee; [ will fave thee 
from Sin, and I will ſave thee from tne Curle of 
the Law; I will ſave thee from my Fathers wrath ; 
open and Tet me come in. 

My Brethren, don't think that Chriſt is in you 
and you know not how he came in, how 1is it pol- 
ſible ? for Chriſt never comes in, but he is letin ; 
he could break in, but he wont, he will not come 
in without your conſent, he will not ſave you 
againſt yonr will, you muſt be made willing ; he 
wiil not marry you to himſelf withour you are 
willing to have him, and therefore he ſtandeth at 
the door and knocketh, and asketh entrance, he 
does not ſteal in, he does not break in. 

Now didft thou ever open thy heart, and ſay, 
Lord thou Son of God, King of glory, emer ? Did 
you ever fling open the door of your heart for 
Chriſt to enter? Perhaps you will ſay this open- 
ing of hearts is a great myſtery ; how ſhall we 
know when our hearts open ? There is a rws lea- 
wid dior (as | may fo lay) of the heart, (and both 
of them mult be flung open to let this King of glo- 
ry enter.) Theres 


1. One of the Underſtanding : And the other of 
the W/:!] and Affettions. 
2. Now both theſe doors of the heart muſt be 
let open. 
i. The Uzderſtanding, that's one leafe - the 
| oor 
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door of the heart; Did thy Underſtanding evet 
open to Chriſt ? Why, when is the underſtanding 
ſhut againſt Chriſt 7 while a Soal remaineth ig= 
norantof Chriſt, and of the Excellencies of Chriſt, 
and of the need of Chriſt, fo long the Underſtand- 
ing is locked and barr'd and bolted againſt Chriſt, 
there's no coming 1n for Chriſt while the Under- 


ſtanding is darkned ; ye were ( faith the ApoFHe } 


ſometimes darkneſs, that is, your VnderStandings 
were darkned, and how came they dark? why! 
by the God of this world ; the Devil hath blinded 
you that the light of the knowledge of che Truth 
might not ſhine; that is; that Fel Chris might 
not ſhine upon you: Oh! the Devil can't abide 
that this door ſhould be open, and therefore he 
keeps you blinded, and then you are kept barr?d 
and bolted and lockr againſt Chriſt. 

Well! but now if thou didſt ever let him in, 
thy «underſtanding was opened ; how do we know 
when the under5tanding is opened ? why! didit 
thou ever find the light of the knowledge of 
Feſius Chri#t thine bright in upon thy heart ? when 
the windows and doors are ſhut, the Sun may 
ſhine bright wichour, bat its all darkneſs within ; 
but if you open the door the light comes in at the 
door; when thy underſtanding is not opened, 
though Jeſus Chrift ſhines brighc withour, thou 
{eeſt him not; but when thy underſtanding tis open, 
thou perceivelt him. 

Haſt thou yet diſcovered a need of Chriſt? haſt 
tho yet diſcovered that thou art a Sinner and 
need{t,a Saviour, and that Chri/t is able and wil- 
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ling to fave? doſt thou ſee his readineſs to fave, 
as well as his-all-ſufficiency ? haſt thou ſtood and 
admired Chr:5#, Chriſt God-Han, that he ſhould 
ſtand and knock at the door to get an entrance ? 
this is a ſign that chou haſt opened thy heart ; but 
this is not all. 

2. Hath thy heart, thy will, thy affeftons open - 
ed to him; that is (inplain words) haſt thou con- 
ſented, unfeignedly conſented, that Feſus Chriſt 
ſhonld be thine? upon the dilcovery of the need of 
Chriſt, and his offering to be thine, haſt thou ſaid 
to him; Lord, 1 do conſent thou,and thou only ſhalt 
be my Saviour ? I give my heart, my love, andall 
that I bave, and am, [ give up unto thee ? didſt 
thon ever conſent that he ſhould be thine? did thy 
heart conſent ? if jt be ſo, this is a ſign that Chriſt 
is in thee; but if not, conclude he is not in thee. 
Well then, you know who you are that are zot i: 


Chriſt. Every blind, ignorant, grofsly ignorant 


Creature here, is without Chriſt, Wherever thou 
art God knows; I would ſpeak that thou mighteſt 
hear ; where are thoſe poor blind creatures in this 
congregation, whoſe eyes have not been opened, 
to ſee a want of Chriſt, to lee a need of Chriſt, 
ro ſee themſelves damned without Chriſt, to ſee 
themſelves under the power of the Devil and the 
chains of Sin, and no poſhbility of being deliver- 
ed without Chriſt ? haſt thou not ſeen thjs yet ? 
Poor creature! | would bewail thee, though 
thou do'ſt not thy ſelf! thy preſent ſtate 1s 
a reprobate ſtate; why ? why ! thy heart is lockt 
and barr*d and bolted againſt Chriſt, he is ſo far 
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from being» thee, that he is kept ont of thee, 
kept out by force. 

Oh ! therefore does God touch you with a ſenſe 
now, of what blind ignorant creatures you are ? 
do as thoſe poor blind men did (in the time of 
Chriſt ) when Chriſt came by, they lifted up their 
voice and ſaid, Feſ#s thou Son of David have mercy 
on 1; why ! (faith Chriſt) what would you have ; 
Lord ! that I may receive my ſight : Oh this may be 
the language of every ignorant Creature here; oh! 
that you: would cry out ( to day ) Feſus thou Sor 
of God have mercy upon me; it Chriſt ſhould ſay, 
Sinner what wouldſt thou have ? Lord I do not 
ſee an excellency nor beauty inthee 3 Lord! give. 
me to ſee, that my ſight may be reftored, that I 
may ſee thee altogether excellent, altogether love- 
ly, that I may ſee a fulneſs in thy ſelf for the fa- 
ving ſych a poor blind ſinner as | am. 

Again, You may know if Chriſt be not zz you ; 


have you not yet? do you not zow heartily com- 


ply with this tender of Chriſt, who offers to come 
in and be your Saviour, if you will ? are you wsl- 
ling that Chriſt ſhould be yours? are you willing 
that he ſhould enter and be your Lord, and Hut- 
band, and Saviour ? are you willing to be ſaved by 
him, and governed by him, what do you ſay? 
if you have nor been willing, and/are not willing, 
*tis a ſign you are reprobates; If Chriſt be not in 
you, you are reprobates, and if you never con- 
ſented Chriſt ſhould not come into you, Chriſt is 
not in you; for he never cometh into a Soul againſt 
his will, always by conſent ; hs people ( faith the . 

Z Plalmiſt ) 
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Pfalmiſt ) ſhall be a willing people in the day of his 
power ; he comes in by conlent. ©. 

Oh! cherefore you poor delnded Souls, that 
take it for granted that Chriſt is in you, and ds xot 
know how he came in ; I tell you he never comes 
in but he is letin; and can you let him in, and 
not know it? you take it for granted he is in you? 
yes, (fay you) we were born with him in us; 
no, believe it ! you came into the World without 
him; and if thou haſt not yet conſented to his 
coming in, and knoweſt ( upon examination ) 
of no tuch thing as Feſus Chris coming into thee, 
neither art willing that he ſhould, thou art a Re. 


probate. 


2, Wouldft thou know whether Chrift is in thee or 


0? thus thon ayeft know it ; Mark what Order; 
are kept in thy heart, mark what are the working, 
of thy Spirit; what are thy thoughts and defires, 
and what rule is there within thee I tell thee, if 
there be no order, but that thou doſt live as thou 
liſteſt ; and that there is no government of thy 
thoughts, nor of thy deſires, but that thy Juft: 
are all in motion, and there is none of them unde 
controll; thats a ſign that Chriſt is not in thee, i 
he is there, he ts there in his kingdom; and if ht 
be there in his kingdom, he rules thee. Mar 
now, if thy heart be fuil of exvy, anger, revenre 
pride, covetouſneſs, uncleaneſs ; if that thy fleſh]! 

part domineereth, and chere is no thoughts of God 

nor deſires after him ;- no thoughts of his Law 

nor no delight in his Law, if thy hearc be {c 

again God and his Commandments, "is a ig 
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Chriſt is not in thee. *'Tis ſaid, when there was 
0 King in Iſrael every one did what they liſt, bat 
when there was a King in /ſrae/ they could not do 
ſo; they were governed by the Law of their 
King. So ?ris here, if Chriſt be not in thee, thou 
doſt what thou liſt ; what thy fleſhly heart liſteth ; 


, when Chriſt the King of Saints is not in you, you 


live afcer your luſts; if you luſt to be drank, you 
are drunk; if you luſt to be unclean, you are un- 
Clean ; to anger, you are angry ; 'you do what 
you liſt ; thou art a rebrobate Man, thou doſt what 


' thou wile; Ay ! but if Chri#t be in thee, then the 


King of 1/rael 1s in thee; he keeps thee from do- 
ing what you liſt ; then thy thoughts are of God, 
and thy delights are in God and in his Command- 
ments, and thy joys are in his promiſes; But if he 
be not in thee, and thou liveſt as thou lift, and 


, doſt not govern thy heart and life by the rules ef 


Chriſtianity ; thou art a Reprobate. | 
But (ſay you) what ts zt to be a Reprobate ? the 

W ordin the Original fignifieth to be reje&ed, diſ- 

approved, aiſallowed ; if Chriſt be not in thee thou 


. art reprobate; thou art rejected ; thou art difal- 


lowed ; diſapproved; of whom? of God; that's 
the meaning of the Word. 


 « Anditis a borrowed phraſe, a Metaphorical ex- 


preſſion. 
Firſt, It 7s borrowed from Mettals that uſe to be 
tryed by the fire or the touch-ſtone, and if they are 


. 70t found to be good Mettal, they are caſt ay" 2 


you do ſo in taking bad money ; if you meet with 
a piece that is bra(s, you reject it ; braſs mony is 
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money diſapproved ; 'tis reprobate, for ſo the word | k 
is uſed in Fer. 6. 30. reprobate ſilver ſhall men cat | | 
them; why reprobarte ſilver ? becaule the Lord © 
hath rejefFed them : So here you have one mean- TI 
ing of the word Reprobare. 

What is it to be a Reprobate ?'ris tobe one that S 
the Lord hath reje&ted; now 'rtis a {ad thing to be I 
rejected of God; Saul ( when he had provoked , Þ 
God to anger) found it ſo in ſparing of Agag; f' 
Samuel cometh to him with, this terrible meſſage, 0 
that God had rejefted him, and caft him off from be- W 
inp a King. 'Tis a fad thing to be rejected of God, t! 
not to be owned of God. It 

If a Child by his diſobedience hath provok'd J8 
his Parents, ſo as that when the Child hath brought 
himſelf ro mifery, and comes to his Parents door th 
to beg a lodging or a bit of bread, they bid him 
be gone, they won't own him for 4 Child ; this 
Child*s rejected, caſt off from his Parents. c0 

This is the meaning, that he, in whom Chriſt 4 
isnot, heis rejected, God won't own him as his an 
Child ; oh, dare not to die befere Chriſt jsin yoy, 1+ 
for if you can't ſhew Feſizs Chrift ſtampr upon 'h 
your hearts, when you appear before the Lord, 74 
God will ſay, 1 have nothing to do with you; If be 
you can't ſhow his Natrre in you, his Spirie in bu 
you, his Kingdom in you, it were better you had 
never been born ; why ſo ? was [ not a Prof-fſor ? 
Yes, thou waſt ; thou wait like Silver, bur thoy dic 
waſt Reprobate Silver ; tnou went®ſt for a Chriſti- 470 
an, but a falſe Chriſtian ; thou art not good Mo- the 


ney, thou art of the wrong coin, thou haſt nor WI 
the 
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3 | the ſtamp of the Son of God upon thee; thou 
# | haſt not his Nature, nor his Spirit, nor his King- 
3 dom in thee: he muſt be thus in you, or God will 
. reject you. 

' There's another uſe of the word Reprobate in 
et Scripture ; for 'ti$jan alluſive Word, and is bor- 
e  Towed by the Apoſtle from a word that, was uſed 
4 by thoſe that fate as Judges at the Olympick, Games, 
. Ywhich was famous throughout Greece, in the days 
._ | of the Apoſtle, there was atime or days appointed 
,.- wherein all Countries eame flocking, and were to 
try their ſtrength at running, fighting, and wreſt- 
ling, and there were Judges ſer or appointed to 
4 judge who had the better or worſe: Now thoſe 
it that had the better, were counted Eur, that is, 
jr they were approved, they were adjudged thoſe 
n that had wor, or that did deſerve the Garland, and 
is thoſe that theJudges did ſentence'to have loſt, were 

counted a3xur, unapprov'd, that is the word the 
{ Apoſtle uſeth here, thoſe thathad /oft the Garland ; 
is and he does again and again uſe them 3 So Fames 
& 1: 12. there's Sx1uE-, one that was approved, one 
n {bat was tryed and won the Crown ; bleſſed 15 the 
j, man that endurath tempration, that 1s, that hath 
1jf been a good wreſtler; not with Fleſh and Bluod, 
:o but with Principalities and Powers, and Sfiritual 
ig Wickedneſles;lo Gods People are called out to try 
, > the ſtrength of their Graces, as thote wreſtlers 
>n did try their ſtrength, which did wia 3 now blefſid 
ti. are they that endure this conflick of temptaticn wuh 
3. the Devil and the World, and their own fleſlly Inits - 
or Why, wherein are they cal.ed Bleſked ? way, 
he WA 3:1 
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when he is tryed, he ſhall receive the Crown of Life;) 


bleſſed # he that endureth temptation, for when he ' 


is approved or judged to have got the better ; (what 
then, ) then after the way and manner of thoſe 


Games ſaith the Apoſtle, he that won was Crowned) ' 


So faith the ApoS#le, when he is judged ro havegot 
the better of his enemies, the Devil, World, and 
Fleſh ; he ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which 
the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him; Now 
God ſtands as Judge or Umpire over what we do, 
and we are brought upon the ſtage of the World 
and the Devil ; wicked men, and our own luſts 
are ler our upon us; and God biddeth us grapple 
with them, and faith, if we can, throw the De- 
vil and overcome our Luſts : Saich God, try your 
trength; here's a Crown, wia it, and you ſhall 
wear it ; here's one that was JwuyuG, that was 
approved, that ſhould wear the Garland. 

Now the Apoſtle uſeth a contrary phraſe to this; 
in I Cor. 9. 26, —_ that gets the better was 
crown'd, and he that had the worſe was diſap- 
proved ; ) 1 therefore ( faith the Apoltle) ſo run; 
here he does allude to thoſe Games of running the 
Race ; I ſo run not as uncertainly; jo fight 1; ( here 
he alludeth to the ſame Games, that were famous 
among the Grecian; ) not as one that beatcth thi 
air. But I keep under my bedy and bring it into ſub- 
je(tion : why, what's the reaſon, Paul, that thoy 


chus runneſt, and thus fighteſt ? leſt that by any. 


mneans when 1 have preached to others, I my ſell 
\voxld be a caſt-away ; the word is, leſt I my fell 
{ould be a Reprobate ; for 'tis the ſame word ol 
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ife;, that tn my Text ; that is, to be diſapproved, dil- 
be allowed; one judged of God to have loſt ; Ss 
hat Yun I, ſo fight 1, not as one that beateth the air. But 
ole I keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjettion : 
ed left that by any means when I have preached to others, 
BR 7 my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away ; left I become A 
and reprobate, leſt that God that ſtandeth as Umpire 
ich 10 fee whether I or the Devil get the better; leſt 
OW. he ſhould ſay, Paul, thou haſt loſt ; the Devil 
do, hath got the better, the Fleſh hath got the better : 
rid Paul, thou haſt loſt, thou ſhalt not be crowned: 
ults, 2nd fo the Apoſtle uſeth that phraſe, Tirxs 1, 16, 
ple deſcribing wicked men, he calleth;them abomnable; 
"E- that they were to every good nn V. : 6. 
out They profeſs that they know God, but in works they 
hall phat figs alrmeabis and diſobedient, and 
WB aunto every good work reprobate. What's the mean- 
. ing of Reprobate? to every good work reprobate ; 
115; that is, there is nothing that they do but God 
Was diſaloweth them in it. 
ap- = is written in the Margin, done void of judge- 
7; ment ; for whatever ſin we commit 'tis done with- 
the gut judgment ; for there is nothing that a wicked 
IC man doth that God allows. 
OU' There is another meaning of the word Reprebare, 
the for it is not only to be adjudged a man unfit for a 
ſub: reward ; butlikewile Gods ſczrencing him as wor- 
hoy tby, or a man fit for puniſhment, Heb. 6, 8. The hy: 
”') pocrite, the wicked man, or he thar is withour 
ſelf Chriſt : and dyeth 1o, is wot only unworthy of 
{ell Heaven, but ſhall be judged of God to be wor- 
| of thy of Hell; for ſo that word ſignifiech ; That 
tha ground 
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ground that beareth thorns and briars, is rejefted 3 
the Greek word is the ſame as here, is reprobate ; 
what is the {ad conſequence of being Reprobate? 

'tss nigh unto curſing, whoſe end ts to be burned; 

'tis Reprobate : the reprobate zx nigh unto car ing) 

and his end ts to be burned ; So that from thele f1gni- 

fications that I have picked our of Scripture, there 

_— T wo things that ſpeaks the miſery of a Repro- 
ate. | 

Firſt, That God will judge him unfit for Heaven; 
that's the Reward. And 

Secondly, God will judge him fit for Hell, there's 
the Puniſhment : 

For God fits in Heaven, to ſee, what we Chil. 
dren of men do upon the earth ; what we do with 
his Goſpel ; what we do with Jeſus Chriſt his Son; 
Chriſt is at our hearts knocking, God ſtands and 
ſees who opens to him, and who ſhuts againſt him, 
thole that ler him into their hearts to rule and reign 
in them, them he judgeth fit for heaven; and thoſe 
that will keep him out of their hearts, he judgeth 
unfit for Heaven ; and that is not all, but he allo 
judgeth them fit for Hell; they are nigh wto curſe 
ino; Whoſe end is ic be burned. And, 

Now 1 ſhould ſhow you how reaſonable it s 
that the reprobate ſhould be judzed unfit for Heaven; 
Thou Reprobate, that liveſt and dieft Chriſtleſs, 
that never lecteſt Chriſt into thy heart, God will 
judge thee unfit for Heaven, and it is a right eoms 
judgment; why ſo ? why ! itis but righteous for God 
to judge thee, thou Reprobate, unfit for Heaven, 


that wilt not let Chriſt come 1tmto thee and m_ in 
rnCe ; 
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thee; why ? why! becanſe Heaven is the pertion 
of the Children of God ; but thou art no Child of 
God ; why, am Ino Child of God? why! thon 
haſt aot the looks of a Child of God upon thee; 
thou haſt xor the Image of Chriſt upon thee, nor 
the zarure of Chriſt in thee, nor the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in thee ; Heaven I fay, is a portion for 
Gods Children ; but thou art a Reprobate, becauſe 
Chriſt is not in thee ; the nature of Chriſt is not 
in thee ; Chriſt was humble, thou art proud; 
Chriſt was meek, thou art fuil of wrath and re- 
venge ; Chriſt was temperate and ſober, thou art 
a drunkard ; Chriſt honoured his Father, thou by 
thy oaths blaſphemeſt him; Chriſt counted it hes 
meat and drink to do his Fathers Will, thou count- 
eſt itthy meat and drink to do the will of the De- 
vil ; Heaven is the Inheritance of Saints, 1 Per. 
I. 4: To an Inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for 
you : for who, pray? not for the Reprobate : 
for whom? for you: who are they? you read 
verſe 2. for you that are elected and ſanftifiet 
through the Spirit unto obedience ; not you that are 
reprobate ; not you that are unholy ; he hath be- 
gotten us again to alively hope,:o an Inhericance z 
why is it call'd an Inhericance ? why, if you have 
an Inheritance you leave it to your Sons or Daugh- 
ters, not to aftranger; Heaven is the Inhericance 
of the Saints ; of them that are {anctified rhrough 
the Spirit ; them that have the Laws of Chriſt in 
them, and the nature of Chriſt in them, and the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in them, Heaven's only for 
Secondly, 


| 
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Secondly, You are wnfit for Heaven, you that 


have not Chriſt in you, 'tis no wonder that God 
ſhould adjudge you unfit for Heaven; why? 
why ! truly you are «nfir for Heaven, and that 
#p071 ro ACCOWNIES. 

Firſt, You are unfit for the joyes of Heaven; 
where doſt thou think , thou Reprobate, that 
the joyes of Heaven lieth? I cell thee, the main 
of the joys of Heaven lies in beholding the glo- 
ry of God and Jeſus Chrift ; of the Father and 
of the Son Fe/ws; Oh ! Jeſus Chriſt is admired in 
Heaven, he is loved ih Heaven, and therefore in 


the 17th of 7ohn, prays, Father, I would one "F | 


of thee ; what's that, my Son ? why ! that thoſe 
whom thou hajt given ne, be with me where Tam ; 
what todo? ro behold my glory, even the glory that 
Thad with thee before the IWorld was; why fo, my 
Son, why muſt they be here to behold thy glory? 
why ! becauſe they will love me, and admire me; 
they admired me vpon the Croſs, they will admire 
me upon a Throne. 

Now thou doſt not admire Chriſt, if thou didſt 
thou wouldſt not be deaf to Chriſt's knocking at 
thy heart ; thou wouldſt not keep all clole againſt 
Chriſt,to keep him out; and the Devil in: wilt thou 
prefer a Barrabas before Chriſt ? a murderous 
tuſt before Chri/t ? thy murtherous pride before 
Chriſt? thy murcherous drunkenneſs before Chriſt? 
Oh! thou canſt not admire Chr:i#f, if thou wert 
in glory ; thou makeſt nothing of him now ; and 


I tell thee,death does not change thy nature,death 


cannot change thee ; if thou dieſt gn unſanctified 
and 
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and a blind creature, there's nothing in death to 
ſantfie rhee, and open thy eyes ; if thou makeſt 
light of Chri5# now, thou wouldſt make light of 
him in Heaven if thou wert in Heaven ; Thou 
art unfit for the joys of Heaven. And 
Agam, Thou. that/haſt none of Chr:# in thes, 
thou arr unfit for Heaven, becauſe thou art wnfic 
for the Imployment of Heaven. Why, what's the Im- 
ployment of Heaven? why! truly your are miſtaken 
if you think to go to Heaven to take your ſleep 
there; no, it will be an eternal day without 'a 
night; and thou wilt eternally wake without ſleep- 
ing; thou wilt never need it, and what wilc chou 
do there ? there thou ſhalt ſing Hallelujah to the 
praiſe of God and the Lamb that hath redeemed 
and waſhed thee, and made us Kings and Prieſts 
unto God for ever and ever: And now, thou Re- 
probate ! what wouldir thon do there ? canſt thou 
ſing the Song of the Lamb ? thou hateſt it; thou 
makeſt light of him; 7 ! .make lizhr of him ! who 
makes lighr of him ? why, thou doſr ; he knocks 
ar thy heart, and thoy wilt not let himin; nay! 
thon wilt ler in the Devil and thy laſt, and keep 
out Chrif#; thou haſt a room for any but Chr ; 
how canſt thou fing the Song of the Lamb? there's 
none but thoſe in whom Chr:# is ( firſt by his na- 
ture, when he makes thee a new creature ; in whom 
he is by his Spirit and by his Kingdom, there's none 
but ſuch ) can ſing the Song of the Lamb; thou 
art not fir for the rewatd ; thou art adjudged unfit 
for the reward. 
Further, The Word Reprobate lignifies one that 
| E 2 | 
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is to be ſeverely puniſhed with the vengeance of God, 
for rejefting Zeſw Chriſt : you are Reprobates, 
that is, you are a People that God will adjudge 
to everlaſting burnings; you are like the thorny 
ground which # nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to 
be burned ; there's thy end, thou Hypocrite ; oh! 
when thou art in eternal torments, and ſhalt cry 


out, Lord, what*s this for ? Chrift will lay, I 


tell thee, it was for this; I was coming into thee 
and thou wouldſt nor ſuffer me, I knocke at thy 
heart and would have dwelt in thee then, but _ 
thou didſt prefer the Devils in-dwelling before 
Chr:iſts in-dwelling. 

Bur ſay. you, Is zt juſt, for God to burn #1? 
what is it not enough to loſe our Garland and be 
ſent away empty, but muſt we be puniſht too? 
no, you muſt lole your Garland and be puniſhr 
too: but why muſt we be puniſhed ? why ! be- 
cauſe of that affront that you put upon the Son of 
God, when he would have entred into you, and 
lived in you, and reigned over you, but you | 
would notlet him,therefore you muit be puniſhed: | 
But zszt true ? yes tis z you (hall have it from his | 
own mouth, Zuke 19. 14, 27. But his Citizens © 
bated him, and ſent a meſſage after him, ſaying, 
We will not have this man to reign overus ; we will 
_ not have Feſ#s the King of Saints rule over us; 
what's the end of thete men ? wer. 27. you lee 
what it coſt them, But thoſe mine enemies which 
would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring hi- 
ther, and ſlay them before me ;, theſe are the words 


of Chr:# ; thoſe that would not admit me into 
their 
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their hearts, to ſet up my Throne in them; bring 
them hither, faich Chri#f, and ſlay them before me: 
And what's that ſlaughter ? why, 'tis the burning 
of Soul ond Body in everlaſting fire. That's the 
ſlaying. | 

" And now in the concluſion, I know our hearts 
will be apt to flatter us; but God forbid that we 
ſhould be Reprobares for all this? Why, Itell thee 
no more than the ApoStle faid, if Chriſt be zz you, 
youare not Reprobates ; but I will lay with the 
ApoFtle again, if Chriſt be ner in you, you are 
Reprobates;and don't thou think to put it off with 
a ſaying, God forbid that we ſhould be Reprobates, 
though Chrift be not in is : Why (houldſt thou ſay 
God forbid thar which he hath taid ? He himlelf 
hach ſaid, that if Chriſt be not in thee, thou arc 
certainly a Reprobarte, that is, oe rejetted of God, 

if chou dieſt in this {tate. | 
But fay you, / have ſomething to ſay for my ſelf, 
that I am not a Reprobate; though I can't ſpeak 
ſo much of the Sp:r:r of Chriſt being in me, and 
his Nature being in me, and the paſſing away of 
old things, and all things being become new; yer 
I have ſome things to tay for my lelf : What are 
they ? Why, lam 4 Chrijtian by Name, and | 
Pray to Feſus Chriſt, and [ do come to hea: his Word, 
| 44 make my Offerings to him, I am no Repro- 
bate ſure: I tel] thee again and again, it thou 
ſhouldt Pray ten thouſand times , and hear as 
many times, yet if thou art not born again, \f 
the Spirit of Cuiſt be not in thee, if Chriſt does 
not x i5n 11 thee, all thy Prayers and all thy Hear- 
3 ing 


54 A Serious Exhortation 


ing profiteth thee nothing ; thou mayeſt ſilver 
and guild thy ſelf over by coming to Hear, 'and 
ſaying thy Prayers, but every piece of Money 
that is filvered or guilt over, is not good Money ; 
how many times haſt thou been like to be cheated 
with Money thar hath been Braſs or Copper with- 
in, and pguilded over ? thou guildeſt thy ſelf over 
with Hearing and Praying, but Examine thy ſelf, 
is not thy heart Copper ? is not thy AﬀeCtions 
Braſs ? are they not at enmity againſt God ? 
Alas! I can tell thee of fome that did Pray as 
well as thou, and Reprobates too : Why, who 
are they ? they were Reprobates too, becauſe 
they were not born again ; there was Carr kill'd 
his Brother, he was a Reprobate, thou wilt ſay 
fo; and yet Caix Prayed, Man, as well as thou 
doſt:; and in the ſame Chapter that we fee him 
Sacrificing, in a few Verſes'afrer a Murthering of 
his Brother, Ger. 4. 4. And in proceſs of time it 
eame to paſs, that Cain brought of the fruit of the 
ground an Offering to the Lord : Mark, here's a 
Cain, a Profeflor comes before the Lord, and 
not empty, but bringeth an Offering of the Fruit 
of his labour : So doft thou do,thou comeſt to Hear, 
a2d pulleſt off thy hat, and makeſt as if thou Pray- 
eſt: Ah! butart thou anew Creatnre ? is Chit 
in thee? jfhe is not in thee, for all thy Praying, 
thou art a Reproba'e. | 
And 4gain, King Seul was for Praying as well 
25s you, and for Hearing as well as you; ah, but 
he had a wicked Hearr, therefore he was rejetFed 
of God, as you read in 1 Sam, 15. 14. And by 
rue 
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mul ſaid, What meaneth then this bleating of the 
Sheep in mine ears, and lowing of the Oxen which 
I bear ? and Saul ſaid, They have brought them to 
Sacrifice to the Lord thy God ,, the People kept the 
beſt of the Beaſts for Sacrifice ; and Saul did it too, 
ver. 9g. Saul and the People ſpared Agag, and 
the beſt of the Sheep and Oxen to Sacrifice to the 
Lord; and yet Saul was a Reprobare, for, ſaich 
God, ver. 11. It repenteth me that I have ſer up 
Saul to be a King, for he hath turned back from 
following me, and hath not performed my Command- 
mgnts; a meer Backſlider, a diſobedient rebelli- 
ous Man he is : Who, Saul? why, he is ready with 
I know not how many Oxen to Sacrifice to thee 
Ah, bur he 1s difobedient, rebel}jous ro me. So 


'thou Reprobate art, thou comelt to 


hear on * theſe days, where art thou * Loras-Days. 
in the Week-days? perhaps thou art 
Drinking, and Singing Catches upon the Ale- 
houſe benches, and Gaming away thy Eſtate, 
and roining thy ſelf and Family, and here thou 
comeſt to day to Sacrifice ; this is old, Sawl's 
trade, and Ca:z's trade, thy Brother reprobates ; 
thou mayeit be a Reprobate for all chy Offerings. 
But fay you, / do more; I am ſorry for my ſins, 
and I do bewail them ; I pray, and read, and hear, 
and keep Sabbaths : Yet I tell thee, thou mayeſt_ 
do thus, and yet not have Chriſt in thee ; thou. 
mayeſt be lorry for ſin, and troubled for fin, and 
yet be a Reprobate ; and lo that reprobate Ahab 
being reproved ( by the Prophet) for ſin, humbled 
himſelf, and put on Sack-cloth, and went mourn- 


4 fully, 
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fully, and yet a meer Blood-ſucker.; and he fell 
a mourning for ſin ; what was the matter ? what 
did he want? he wanted a good heart, he heard 
the wrath of God pronounced againſt him, the ta- 
king away of his Kingdom from him and his po- 
fterity z and this made him tremble, and put on 
Sack-cloath, and yet a very Reprobate all this 
while, 1 Kings 21.27. And it came to paſs when 
Ahab heard theſe words, that he rent his cloaths, and 
put Sack-cloath upon hi fleſh; and faſted, and went in 
Sack-cloath : Here's Ahab, a Reprobate, for he 
had thrown down the Worſhip of God ; this ve- 
ry wretch here that puts on Sack-cloath, and ſeem- 
eth to be ſorry for his Sins, he had ſlain the Pro- 
phets of the Lord, and ſet up Idols, and ſet up 
other Prieſts ; and yet notwithſtanding when the 
Prophet told him of his ſing he fell a mourning : 
Ahab a Reprobate, and yet fell a mourning for 
ſn. | 
But ſay'it thou, What do I want then ? why ! 
T tell thee thou doſt not bring forth fruits meet for thy 
repentance. There came many Phariſees to the 
Baptiſm of 7ehs : you Hypocrites, what do you 
come to me ? Bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
#::ce ; You ſorry for {in ! ſhew me the fruit of 
your ſorrow ; thou Drankard ! thou ſorry for fin, 
and by and by art drunk again ? thou Lyar! thon 
lorry for fin, and falift ro lying again ? thou 
Rayler! thou ſorry for ſin, and by and by thy 
Tongue is tet on fire of Hell again ? this is nop 
fruit meer for repentance. | 
Bat faith another, I havc heard the Word, and 
—” | havg 
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have mended many things,and I am not ſo bad as once 
I was, therefore I am no KReprobate ſure : 1 tell thee;' 
if thou mendeſt ſome things, and not ai) that thon 
| knoweſt of, if thou liveſt and dyeſt in the practice 
of any knownſin,it cannot confilt with a irue Saint z 
and therefore you read of that reprobate Herod, 
he heard Fohrn Preach, and loved to hear him 
Preach, and grew better : Ah, but it was bur in 
ſome things, it was not in all ; for a little after, 
he did cut off the Head of John the Baprs5F, Mark 
6. 20. For Herod feared Fohn, knowing that he 
was 4 juſt man and a holy, and obſerved him, 
and when he heard him he did many things, and 
' heard bim gladly : And this very Herod was a Re- 
probate, a meer Murtherer ; for while he was 
hearing of Fehr, his heart was not changed, he 
reformed many things, bur yet he was not boy: 
again ; for upon the temptation of Herodias, he 
{ent and cut off Fohn's head. 

But now if thou ſay'it, What muſt I do, ir 
good earneſt ? why, I lay, Ler Chris into t 
heart ;, give him a full poſſeſſion, and love and de- 
light in him, and follow him in all that thou know- 
ef to be his will, and then thou art no Reprobate : 
But thou mayeſt difſemble Obedience, thou may- 
eſt do lome things, and not all; repent as Ahab, 
and offer Sacrifice as Carr, yea, and Bullocks and 
Lanibs in great number, as Sazl, and yer be a 
Reprobate. 

Bur if thou art born again, all old things will 
paſs away.z thon wilt not only legve Drunken- 
neſs bur Swearing, and not only Drunkenneſs and 
] | | SWEAT. 
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Swearing, bur Lying ; and thou wilt be righteous 
1n. all chy dealings with men ; thou wilt not con- 
tent thy 1elf in Prayer and: Hearing, but thou wilt 
believe what theu-heareſt, thou - wilt mourn in. 
whatſoever thou falleit hort in doing the perfect 
will of God, and there will be nothing a burthen 
to thee but fin, and nothing more deſirable of, 
and pleaſing to thee, than doing the perfect will 
of thy God. | | 
But now if Chriſt be not in thee, if he be zo: 
3n thee in his Nature, Spirit, Kingdow; if righte- 
ouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy-ghoſt are not 
in thee, thou art a Reprobate. Therefore, 
What ſhall we poor KReprobates do 7 why, I tell 
you, -You may be changed, for every Man and 
Woman. is a Reprobate, til] Chriſt is in him, 
but now if thou wilc, ( thou that haſt not Chriſt 
1 thee ) this day /et-Chrift into thee, if thou wilt 
take him as thy Husband, and reſolve to love and 
to live with him, and wilt take him 1 all bis Ofi- 
ces, as a King, as a Prieſt, and-as a Prophet; 
take a whole Chriſt into thy heart, and conſent 
that he ſhall reign in thee, and art .refolved to 
follow him wherever he leadeth thee ; if fo, then . 
thon art 7s Reprobate, but art become one of the 
Ele of God ; for the Eledt of God were Unbe- 
lievers as thou art, and Drunkards as thou art, 
and Whoremongers as thou art; bur God hath 
called them effectually, and waſhed them with 
the waſhing of Regeneration, they have had a 
new Birth, and are made new Creatures : And if 


thou art born again, and made a new Creature, 
aid 
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and Chriſt be entred into thee, and living and 
reigning in thee, thou art no longer a Repro, 
bate ; for, from the time that Chriſt takes poſſef- 
fion of thy Soul, from that time thou ceaſeſt to be 
a Reprobate, and 'tis Chriſt 5 thee char z5 the hope 
of thy Glory, and giveth thee an aſſurance that 
God wrll never reject thee in the day of Judg- 
ment as a Reprobate. 


I come now to another part of the Text, to 
open thar likewiſe 3 and that is, to ſpeak to the 
Nature of that F AIT H that the Apoſtle here 
ſpeaks of, Examine your ſelves whether you be in 
the Faith, Here are two things that we are to 


' examine about ; Whether Chriſt be in «s? and, 


Whether Faith be in 1s ? Now the Apoſtle does 
well put them tegether, for if Faith be not in us, 
Chriſt is norin us ; for it's Faith that (as a Key) 
opens the door of the heart, and lets Chriſt into 
us, lets his Nature into us, his Spirit into us, his 
Kingdom into us : By Faith we are made parta- 
kers of his divine Nature, and are of like Nature 
with Chriſt ; by Faith the Spirir of Chriſt is given 
to us, and by Faith the Kingdom of Chriſt enters 
into us, and Chriſt rules over us. 

So that he that hath nor Fazth, it 1s certain he 
hath none of Chriſt ; therefore ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
Examine your ſelves whether you are 1m the Faith, 
( or if you will ) whether Faith be in you. Al 
Chriſtians are call'd Believers, and why are they 
call'd Believers ? from their believing, they are 
ſaid to be a. believing People from cheir Faith ; 
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he that is not a Believer; is an Infidel; he that 
wanteth Faith is no Believer, therefore he that 
wants Faith is an Infidel. 

Examine therefore your ſelves, ( my Brethren ) 
whether you be in the Faith; for if you are not in 
the Faith, if che Faith of Chriſt be noc in you, you 
are Reprobates; you are ditowned, rejected, 
diſallowed of God; you are adjudged unfit for 
Heaven, and fit for Hell ; ( for fo I told you that 
word Reprobate ſignified. ) | 

Now, ( if you pleaſe ) let me put this Queſti- 
on to my own and your Souls. 

Haſt thou Faith ? Haſt thou Faith ? Lay aſide 
all thoughts of the World, and atrend now to 
the things of God : When you are abour the 
World, mind the things of the World in the 
fear of God ; but now you are as it were called 
out of the World, to attend upon the things of 
God, pray God that you may this day atcend 
apon them without Diſtraction. 

I ask every Soul here, Haſt thou Faith ? what 
if I have not, fay you? why, then thou art a 
Reprobate ; and what if I am a Reprobate, ſay 
you? why, if thou dyeſt fo, God adjudgeth thee 
unfit for Heaven, and God will judge rhe fit for 
Hell, that's the con'<quent. 

Are you inth: Faith ? perhaps your hearts may 
be all ready to fay, we hope we are ; we areim rhe 
Faith, Faith 1s 11 us. 

Why, let me therefore put another Queſtio! ; 
Js that Faith that thox hajt, a true ſaving Faith ? 
or is it a falſe Faith, a counterf-ir Faith, thar the 
Repro- 
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Reprobates may have ? why, may the Repro- 
bates have any Faich? yes, yea the very Father 
of all the Reprobates may have a Faith, and that's 
the Devil ; but haſt thoua true ſaving Faith ? exa- 
mine ; ſearch, ſearch to day ;, bave you a ſaving 


. faith ? haſt thou a Faith that intitles thee- to the 


Covenant , and the Promiſes, and unto Heaven ? 
Why, fay you, How ſhall we know whether our 
Faith be a true, good Faith, or a bad or falſe 
Faith ? 

I will give you but Two Charaters of it, and 
lay down what I judge according to Scripture to 
be che nature of ſaving Faith, that which ſpeaks 

ou in_ a ſtate of Salvation; that ſpeaks you no 
eprobate. | 
The firſt rule I will give you to know, is this ; 
There is a faitb of Sons, and there is a faith of 
Slaves; the faith of Sons is accompanied with 
joy ; the faith of S!aves, or of Reprobrates is only 


followed with fear and terror. 


Now examine thy heart, whether or no that 
Faith (that thou ſayſt) thou haſt, 7s 2 hearr- 
gladding faith, or an heart-terrifying faith ? all the 
faith of the Sons and Daughters of God, does ler 
in joy ; the faith of the Reprobare lets in nothing 
but terror ; but, does the Scripture {peak of any 
ſuch faith as this ? yes, it ſpeaketh of them both, 
of the terrifying faith, and of the heart-joyins 
faith ; It {peaks of the terrifying faith, and this 
you have in Fames 2. 19. Thoubeleveſt that thre 
25 one God, thou doſt well; (thou doſt well to be- 
lieve that, ſaith Sr. Fares, ) but faith he, the De. 
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wils alſo believe and tremble ; the Devil hath a faith; 
what does the Devil believe ? the Devil believes 
that there is a God, and the Devil believes thar 
this God, as he hath judged him, ſo he will far- 
ther judge him ; the Devil believeth there's a 
time appoinfed to torment him, and the belief 
of this makes him tremble : But hath che Devil 
ſach a faith? yes; Why doft thou come ( laid the 
Devil in the poſſeſſed man) to rorment me before 
my time ? the Devil believes there is a further 
Hell than yet he hath felt, and a further torment 
than ever yet he hath underſtood : there 1sa time, 
bur he gueſſed that time was not yet come ; it 
was a faith that made him tremble : now haft thou 
no other Faith than that ? why, I tell thee, if thou 
haſt no other Faith than that, thou haſt not the 


true Faith, thou haſt nor the Faith of Children; 


bur the Faith of Slaves : Why, what's the faith of 
Children ? the Faith of Children does ler 3» joy 
into the heart from the apprehenſion of the good 


and excellency of the things that are promiſed, - 


for Faith always eyes a promiſe, as wellas athreat- 
ning ; Faith does apprehend an excellency and 
beauty in the thing promiſed, and does appre- 
hend an intereft in them, and ſo does rejoyce and 
is zlad ; (?tis true) ſometimes more, and ſome- 
rimes leſs ; bur there is a joy that the faith of Sons 
lets in, and this you have in 1 Per 1. 8. ſpeaking 
of Feſws Chriſt the object of the Believers Faith 3; 
whom, ( that's Chriſt ) having not ſeen ; ( we ne- 
ver ſaw him with our fleſhly eyes ) whom having 
not ſeen, ye love: ( ye lovea Chriſt ye never ſaw) 


in 
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#n whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, 
(ye believe in a Chriſt ye never ſaw ). and what 
olloweth this believing ? yet believing, ye rcjoyee 
with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory : 
You never ſaw Chriſt, you Believers ! faith St. 
Peter, you never ſaw him; I, bur you believe wn 
him ( and, faith he) believing, ye rejoyce with joy 


= 


an{peakable, and full of glory: Now there's a vaft 

: rr Fra ed of Children and the 
faith of the Devils; the one lets in joy, and the 
other lets in only terror. 5 

Now my Brethren, let me ask you this queſti-. 

on ( you that ſay you believe in God, and Chriſt, 
and Promiſes) do you rejoyce im the belief of theme 
are your hearts glad in the belief of them ? you 
believe there is a God ; are you glad there is a God? * 
there is never a Child of God in the World bur is 
glad there is a God, and faith, Oh! "tis well for 
me there is a God : But now the faith of Devils is 
not glad that there is a God, he believeth char 

' there is a God, and wiſherh thar there was no 

| God: And is not this the imagination of your 

| hearts? oh! would there was no God to fee me, 

no God to judge me; oh! what a happy Man 

ſhould I be; ſo the Devil believes. 
Again, The Child of God believeth there is 4 

| Sevioar, and that he is come to lave him from 

( Sin, and Wrath, and Hell; I, and faith he, | am 

glad of it, that I have one come to deliver me 

from my Sin, from the anger of God. and make 

| my peace. Now the Reprobate is not glad of 

this ; "tis true, hehath a certain kind of gladuets. 
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in this thing, if Chriſt will be pleaſed to ſave | 


him from Hel!, but there's no gladnefs of heart at 
all that Chriſt came to ſave him from: Sin, for he 
hach no mind to part with it; For this end was 
Chriſt manifeſt ed,to deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
Now the faith of the Child'of God lets in that 
Promiſe with joy : Oh! that's good news for me, 
is -Chriſt come to deliver me from the yoke and 
bondape of Sin ? he is glad of it; but now the 


Reprobare is not glad of it, for he hath no mind - 


to part with Sin, We believe, and we rejoyce 
in believing ; how is it with you, do you be- 
lieve or no? The Child of God believeth there 
is a Heaven, and rejoyceth at it, for, thinks he, it 
is my Inheritance ; but the Reprobate believes 


a Heaven, and is not much moved at it, for he 


* 1s afraid he ſhall never come there. 
Now examine your hearts, whether your faith 
does let in joy, as to the things you believe ; are 


you glad there is « God, glad there is a Chriſt, a 


Spirit, or Heaven? are you glad in belief of theſe 
things ? we don't ſee them, but believing of them 
we rejoyce, 1, and ſometimes with joy unſpeak- 
able. 


faith, is this : A true Faith, a ſincere Faith, that 
Faith that lets Chrift into the heart, 1s a Yitorious 
Faith, a Conquering Faith ; but the Faith of Hy- 
pocrites or of Reprobares, is a Conquered Faith ; 
you ſhall read of this Conquering faith, in 1 Fohn 
5. 4. For whoſoever # born of God ( that 1s, 1s 2 
Sun or Daughter of God, that's new born, _ 

| | y 
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by the Word, and Spirit ) he overcomes the world, 


(he is a great Conqueror ) but how does every one 
of the Childrez of God conquer the World ? why! 
he telleth you in the following words, Ard this is 
the. vittory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith; our Faith ! here's Faith in its conquering, 
in its triumphing power; 'tis a conquering Faith, 
the faith of .Children, the faith of them that are 
called of God ; 'tis a: conquering Faith ; haſt thow 
a ViRorious Faith ? haſt thou a faith whereby. 
thou. overcomeſt the. world ? or haſt thou a Faith 
that is overcome'by the world ? what do I mean 
by that ? by World is here meant. either the allure- 
:ng temptations of the world; or elle thoſe frowns 
and hard uſage of believers from the perſecution of 
the. world: For the firſt, The World, it puts it 
ſelf. often times into divers diſguifes, and all. that 
it may cenquer the Believer. Sometimes it puts 
it ſelf into the dreſs of az Harlet, and by its al- 
luring would ſubdue the Believers faith ; for the 
Believer boaſteth of things unſeen, and things in 
Heaven, and things Eternal : But faith the World 
in its W horiſh dreſs, What do you trouble your 
ſelves. about things which you never ſaw ? come, 
here are a great many plealures at hand, theſe are 
certain;- here (faith the World ) is Gold and 
Silver, and gorgeous. Apparel, Feaſts and Muſick, 
and all the delights of the Fleſh ; theſe areche Tem- 
ptations of the Warld;now theſe temptations would 
conquer your Faith, 'and drown yoar Faith, anil 
take you from looking. after things unſeen, things 
inviſible and eternal : I, but this is 0#r v;&ory over 
_ theſe 
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theſe whoriſh allurements, ever our Faith : Qur 
Faith ! what do you tell us of thele things? we have 
.Sreater and better things than all thete,and.do you 
think that I will ſell any part and portion of Heaven 
for a mels of Pottage, (as prophane Eſau did..) 
-* Now you ſay, you Believe; 5 your faith: a wie 
Froriow faith ? does It conquer? does it over- 
comethe World? if thou haſt nor tuch a faith, 
thon haſt no faithof a Son” ; haſt chou a faith that 
can ſo laok- upon Heaven, and inco Hell,: as to 
put a eheck'upon thee to keepthee from-Sin, and 
to make thee trample upon: the ſinful pleaſures and 
finful profits; *and ſinful honours of the World? 


- '# thou haſt ſuch a Faich, ir is a righe Faith';; 'tis 


a conquering Faith. SEDIE | 
Secondly, « The faith- of Children is ſaid to. be a 
wiftorious conquering faith, with. refexence: 30: the 
frowns and threatnings, and 'liard "uſdyes 2. ot 
ention ;, for the World ſometimes appears like a 
Harlot to allure and intice ; ſometimes id-appears 
more fierce 'and more Lion-like,'-and threatens to 
rent and tear, and devour, if thow- wilt not let 
thy hold go of God, ' his Kingdom, and his 
Righteouſneſs: And now 1s thy Faith thi, 4 
wnittorious faith, does it conquer ? I tell thee it will 
eonquer if thou-haſt a right faith, it will conquer: 
fo alſo this Character is given by the Holy Ghoſt 
to the mot of ' all the ſaved; there's not one faved 
but is ſaved by Faith ; and there is not one's faith 
that is ſaved, but it hath this Character, that ir 
hath beer viftorious over the frowns of the World ; 
In Rev. 13. 10. here ts the patience and the faith of 
the 
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the Saints ; why here the patience and Faith of the 
Saints?they are brought tr:umphing over all the pow- 
ers of Antichriſt ; here's the faith and patience of the 
Saints ; why, had the faith of the Saints been fo 
put to't? yes, it had ; why, who had put the 
faith of the Saints to it? why, the Beaſt Anti- 
chriſt with her perſecution ; and I chink chat hath 
put the faith of chouſands to ir? ( and bleſſed be 
God that hath guarded us from her rage, ) why! 
but how ? why, by ſlaying the Profetlors of the 
Goſpel of Feſwus. | | 

You have Anrt:chrift deſcribed ia the 5, 6, ver. 
There was given to him a mouth ſpeaking great things 
and blaſphenses ; and power was given unto himto 
continue forty and two months. And he opened bis 
mouth in blafphemies againſt Gol, to blaipheme his 
name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in 


heaven. And it was given unto him, ( that is, to Þ} 


the blaſphemois crue) to make war with the Saints, 
and to overcome them : that is, to overcome their 
outward man, to apprehend their Perſons, to im- 
_ priſon, to hang them, to burn them, to baniſh 
them; and pretently is added, here the faith 
and patience of the Saints , that is, though their 
Bodies were overcome, their - Faith was not, for 
their Faith carried them to P:itons, to Gallows, 
to Stocks, and enabled them to offer cheir Bodies 
a Sacrifice, in bearing teſtimony to the Goſpel : 
Here's the Faith of Saints: Now the Faith of Hy- 
ocrites is a poor ſneaking baffled faith ; it can't 
hold out if they meet with a ſtorm and tempeſt 
inthe world ; if they _ likely to loſe an Eſtate, 
2 or 
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or Liberty , or Life for Chriſt, they preſently 
throw their Faith over-board, the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of a making ſhipwrack of Faith; the firſt thing 
they'll part with is their Faith: Nay, before [I 
will go to Priſon, take my Faith ; whatever I be- 
lieve concerning God and Chriſt and his Goſpel, 
I will never ſuffer forit: Alas! the Faith of a 
Hypocrite is a pitiful cowardly run-away-Faith ; 
the firſt thing he parteth with, is his Faith ; this is 


- the faith of Slaves, the faith of Reprobates. I, but 


the Faith of Children,of them that are born of God,is a 
vittorious faith; hereby we overcome the World, 
( that is, the World in all its frowns, and all its 


. rage, and all its perſecutions ) even our Faith ; 


we believe we have an enduring ſubſtance in Hea- 
ven, we believe that though they take this World 
from us, they cannot take the other World from 
us. Now (faith the Apoſtle) Examine your ſelves, 
are you in the faith ? haſt thou a victosious faith, 
or a cowardly, pitiful run-away-faith? if thou 
haſt a faith that thou canſt turn either Few or /a- 
hometan, or any thing, I know what thou art; 
the Devils have ſuch a faith ; thou valueſt not thy 
faith at ſo much as five ſhi#ings 3 but the faith 
of the Saints is a precious faith to them ; but the 
Hypocrites faith is the firſt thing that he will 
throw away, if he be put co any ſtrait. 

Butnow let us come to try the nature of this 
faith, that we may yet further ſee, whether we 
have it or no? for I would help you to underſtand 
what 1t is, that if you have it not, you may 
ſeek it. 


"246. 


ply 


 therews a preat work mm the Soul, a great prepara- 
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Tis a little hard for to expreſs the nature of mw 
Faith in a little room. Rl 

But there's th:s way, that I ſhall go, (if I can, 
to let in lightinto your minds )) to diſcover ts 
Hature. 

To Diſcover the Nature of true Faith, there 
are ſome things that are preſuppoſed. 

And there are ſome things that Faith does Im- 


Some things preſuppoſed, as antecedent to Faith, 


tory before this gets into the Soul. 6 

It does ſuppoſe an Illumination of mind, the Soul 
muſt be made knowing, before it can be made 
believing. 

Now there are theſe Four things always go be- 
fore faith, | 

Firſt, Faith ſuppoſeth that a man underſt andeth 
the nature of Sin, and himſelf to be a Sinner, and 
that as ſuch, he 1s a poor, blind, naked, miſerable, 
undone Creature ; Curit, a thouſand times curſt, 
by the Law of a righteous God ; there's no true 
Faith before this Conviction ; for the ſaving faith 
is that which carrieth the Soul to a Chriſt, to a Sa- 
viour - Now Faith will never carry any one to a 
Saviour, but only ſuch as ſtandeth in need of 4 Sa- 
viour 5 So that Faith always ſuppoſeth that the 
Soul is enlightned, and convinced of its blindnels, 
nakedneſs, mileravlenels, wichour a Chriſt ; thou 
muſt know this, and if thou doſt not know this, I 
will paſs my word that thou haſt no Faith; a blind, 
hard, reprobate ſpixic, that neyer knew what it 
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Uh to be Sin-ſick, to be burthened with Sin, to 


= Want a Chriſt, ro want a Saviour, that Man or 


Woman can never believe in a Saviour; for, 
what wouldſt thou believe in a Saviour for ? 

That this muſt be, is plain and evident; for 
Chriſt came to none bat ſach, and he inviteth none 


but ſuch; and truly it does not belong to him to. 


invite any but ſuch, for them that are not miſera- 
ble and undone don't need it ; in Matth.g. 12. 
there's the Sin-fick Sinner , one that wanteth a 
Chriſt, the ſick Sinner that feeleth the ſmart of 
Sin; faid the Phariſees, Why eateth your Maſter 
with Publicans aud Sinners ? ( Publicans and Sin- 
ners they were the vileſt wretches then living, ) 
But when Feſus heard that, he ſaid untothem, They 
that be whole need nor a Phyſician, but they that 
are ſick,, what's the meaning of it? why, I came 
to juſt ſuch as theſe poor Paublicans and Sinners, 
that found themſelves to ſtand in need of mercy, 
I came to them. 5 | 


Art thou a fick Sinner ? I tell thee thon wilt ne- 
ver be carried out by Faith to a Saviour, till thou 
findeſt that Sin hath turn'd thy ſtomack, that Sin 
hath made thee ſick, I came to ſuch. TJ, and as 
Chriſt came to none butſach as a Saviour, ſo none 
but iuch will come to Chriſt: alas!till men are ſick in- 
deed, they will never ſend for aPhyſician,'tis not for 
every little thing that you will ſend for a Doctor, 
but when you fall ſick that you know not what to 
do with your ſelves, then pray Wife, or pray 

Husband, ſend for a Doctor; ſo 'tis with the 


Sinner, 
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Sinner, if his Head or his Heart does ake but a 
liccle, he will not look afcer Chriſt ; whar ſhall I 
g0to'a Doctor for every thing, or to a Chyrur- 
Seon for every ſcratch? but when the wound is 
deep, or the ſickneſs hath {eized upon the Spirits, 


then pray go, 7 am afraid I ſhan't live. 


Why, 1o 'tis with a Sinner, when light comes 
4 and diſcovers thy blindneſs, nakedneſs, mi- 
{erablenets,curlednets,then, oh for Chriſt ! and ne- 
yer till chen wilt thou heartily cry out for Chriſt ; 
ſo that it is nor the merry dancing Sinner chat go- 


. ethdancing to Hell in his Chains, bur it is the poor 


ſin-ſick, Sinner thar Faith will carry co Chriſt ; chat 
poor ſick Sinner that findeth his fin, as a burthen 
to him, 'as a load to him, and indeed.Chr:ift invites 
none tro him but ſuch ; Marr. it; 28. Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
wull give you reſt ; You flaves of the Devil, yoa 
drudges that the Devil hach over-wroughr ; you 
thar are over-wrought with Sin, thar feel the 
weight of guilt, that feel che weight of che Curſe 
of the Law ;, Come ts me. [ will ove you reſt; and 
now Chriſt inviceth none bur ſuch ; and it was 
wiſely done of him, for if he had invited others, 
they would not come, but thele will come : When 
a Man is over-foaded, he is glad that any one will 
help him down wirh his burthen; when the Con- 
ſcience is over-loaded with guilt, then thou de- 
fireſt a Saviour to eaſe rhee of thar load, then 
thou defireſt pardon of Sins, then chou defirett 
peace with God ; Come to me, all ye that are hea- 
uy laden, for till then. yoa will never come: So 
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. thoſe that are ſcorched and parched with a fenſe 


of wrath, and thoſe that find a thirſt after 


Righteouſneſs, ſuch only are invited to Chrift: 


on 


' Foln 7.37. Inthelaft day, that great day of the 


feaſt, Feſus ſtood, and cried, ſaying, If any man 
thirſt, let him come unto me, and drink; (and I 
will give him that which ſhall quench his thirſt. ) 
Has the guilt of Sin ſo ſcorched thee that thong 
knoweſt not whete to quench it ? Haſt thou any 
thirſty deſires after Holineſs? come to me, faith 
Chriſt, and Iwill eaſe you ; Hath' Sin put you in a 
Feaver ? in a Feaver you know (at leaſt ſome of 
you ) oh ! when the Diſeaſe is very violent, and 
the reſt broken, oh ! how do you cry out for 
Drink, 'oh ! give me Drink, or Idye; I cannot 
bear it, my Bowels and Heart is burnt up ; why 
now here's the repreſentation of a Sinner in need 
of Chriſt; when 'thou apprehendeſt the - wrath 
of Gcd flaming againſt thee, that it even dries 
up thy ſpirits, now thou crieſt out for a Chriſt, 
oh ! who will appeaſe this flaming wrath ; why; 


now, faith Chriſt, I am he, ir is Chriſt only can. 


do 1t. by 

Now except thou thirſt, except thou be ſick, 
except thou be heavy laden, Faith will never lead 
thee to Chriit : So that Faith always ſuppoſeth 
this: And therefore you find a company of poor 
Laodicens that were Profeſſors like many in Eng- 
land now a-days, that had a name to live, and 
were dead; and were never convinced what wret- 
ched, blind, naked Creatures they were, and that 
was the realon they were fo to-that day.; Had 


- 8 


they 
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they been convinced, they might have come to 
Chriſt, and he would have enriched them, and en- 
lightned them, and cloathed them ; but they 
were never ſenſible of that , Rev. 3. there you 
may read it, to the Church of Laodicea, Becauſe - 
thou ſayeſt, I am rich, and increaſed with goods, and 
have need of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou 
art wretched, ani miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked ; didſt thou ever fee ſo mach of thy 
ſelf ? didſt thou ever ſee that miſerable condition 
that thou art in, poor, blind, naked, miſerable 
Sinner ? why, if thou haſt not diſcovered it, thou 
wilt not go to Chriſt, that he may enrich thee, 
and cloath thee, and open thy eyes ; but when 
God hath opened thy eyes to ſee this, then thou 
wilt take Chriſts counſel in the following verſ. 7 
counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayeſt be rich , and white Rayment, that thou 
mayeſt be cloathed,and that the ſhame of thy nakeaneſs 
ao not appear ;, and anoint thine eyes with eye-ſalve, 
that thou mayeſt ſee. 1 counſel thee, I, and thou 
wilt take this counſel when thou knoweſt that 
thou wanteſt; but while thou th:zkeſt thou art 
rich enough, and ſeeft well enough, and righte- 
ous enough, thou wilt never go to Chriſt. 
Well, that's one thing Fazth ſuppoles; where 
this iSnot, Faith never was. 
| Secondly, Faith ſuppoſes that thou knoweſt that 


' God hath appointed a Saviour for ſuch Sinners as 


thou art : Tay, it implyeth that thou kzoweſ? ; 
for I tell thee, there muſt be an 1lumination, there 
muſt be a knowing of things, before you believe 
”» . things ; 


; 


& would have you to obſerve it. 
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things ; you muſt know that God hath appointed 
Chrift- to be a Saviour, and that he is able and 
willing to fave ſuch as thou art ; thou maſt know 
this, thou canſt not believe it excepr thou know 


 Ait; alas! what a ſad caſe are poor Heathens in 


when they .lie under guilt of Conſcience, they 
know not waat the will of God is, concerning a 


* Saviour, they have not heard of Chriſt; bur be- 


fore thou believeſt in Chriſt, chou muſt know that 
there is a Chrift, and that he is the Saviour of 
Gods appointment, and thou muſt know likewiſe 
that that Saviour is able to ſave, and willing to 
fave thee; thou muſt know this, for this thou 
muſt believe when thou doſt believe; and you 
moſt know it before you helieve ; well, that's 
plain. 1 will leave it, and go to a Third, and1 

Thirdly, The third thing that Faith ſuppoſeth, us 
this, That we kyow upon-what ground it u that we 
take it tobe true, that Feſus Chriſt, and he only, is 


the Saviour of the World; and that he only is the 


Perſon that 1s able andis willing to ſave. 

I ſay it does ſuppole thee to know the ground 
npon which you take this to be a Truth, That 
Chriſtis a Saviour, and that he can and will ſave 
all that come unto him. 

Why now, Upor what ground do you know this 
fo be a truth, that Feſws 18 the Saviour ? Alas! 
your Faith 1s either a humane, or a divine Faith, 
according to the ground and reaſons upon which 
you do believe thele things to be true; if you be-+ 
lieve theſe things, that Chriſt is a Saviour of poor 

miſerable 
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miſerable undone Creatures, and that he is able 


and willing to ſave ; yet if thou haſt no better 


ground than this, that thy Father or Mother hath 
rold thee,or thy Neighbour hath told thee,or ſome 
Men that come into Pulpits have told thee lo ; 
it is but a humane Faith, 'tis not a divine Faith ; 
you have not underſtood the foundation : As thus, 


Thou believeſt Chriſt is a Saviour, and that he is 
able and willing to ſave thee to the utmoſt; and 


how doſt thou come to know this to ve true? you 
ſtand amazed almoſt at this, that I ſhould ask 
you ; how ! ( fay you, ) why, every body faith 
{o! why, haſt thon no other ground than this ? 
why ! what ground ſhould I have? why, thou 
muſt have this ground, 4 divine foundation; you 
muſt have this foundation, you will never be ſaid 
to be true Believers till then : I believe this, 
thou muſt fay, firſt, becauſe Feſus Chriſt himſelf 
hath ſaid ſo; but why doſt thou. believe what 
Feſus Chrift hath ſaid, is true? why, I believe 
not only for his own ſake, but I believe it, becaxſe 
of his Father, and of the Holy Ghoſt; for God 
the Father hath born witneſs to him, and ſo hath 
the Holy Ghoſt, that Chriſt is a Saviour for Sin- 
ners, that he can ſave to the uttermoſt, and is as 
willing as able : I believe ir, becauſe he hath told 
ne ſo : and I believe what he hath told me, zs 
true; for God his Father hath born witneſs of him, 
and ] ſhould make God a lyar, if 1 believe not. 
Here's now your aflent to this Truth, upon a di- 
vine Foundation ; becauſe you believe it upon a 
divine Teſtimony, upon the Leſtimony of God , 
LS * thac 
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that Chriſt is a Saviour. See Fohr 5. 21,22. For as 
the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickneth them : 
even ſo the Son quickneth whom he will. For the 
Father judgeth no man: but hath committed all 
judgment to the Son. Verle 24. Verily I ſay 
unto you, He that beareth my word, and believeth 
on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall 
7o0t Come into condemnation : but ts paſſed from death 
#nto life, Again, Ver. 26. For as the Father hath 
life in himſelf : ſo hath he given to the Son to have 


| bfein himſelf : And hath given him authority to 


execute judgement alſo, becauſe he 1s the Son of man. 


Theſe things Chriſt ſaith of himſelf, that God 


& hath given him all power to fave Sinners, to 


= quicken them, to give them Spiritual life, to raiſe 
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ST them out of their Graves,to give them erernal life. 


Well, will you believe me, faith Chris ? I tay 
ſo; I, but does Chr:ft. himſelf fay to, and no 
body elle? yes, Fohn the Baptist faith fo, he bore 
hiz witneſs, and God his Father did bare him wit- 
neſs, and the Holy Ghoſt did bear him witneſs 
that what he ſaid was true + therefore ſaith 
he, ver. 31. If Tbare witneſs of my ſelf, my wit- 
eſs is not tru? ; that 1s, if I have none to atteſt 
whatlI fay; but I have other witneſs, why, who 
are they ? why, firſt, I have Fohn the Baptist : but 
that is not all, for I have greater chan Foha, ver. 36. 
Bat I have a greater witneſs than that of John ;, for 
the works which the Father hath given me to finiſh, 
tne ſame works that I do ; bear witneſs of me, that 
the Father hath fent me. The works charl do, 
waat are they ? why, the miraculous works, they 


bear 
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bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent me ; 
for I conld never work thoſe wonders, if God 
was not with me. But (faith he ) I have greater 
witneſs than that of miracles, the Father himſelf 
which ſent me, hath born witneſs of me. Why, 
when was it that the Father himſelf did bear wit- 
neſs of Chriſt 2 why, he did bear witneſs of him 
at his Baptiſm, Markg. 7. And there was a cloud 
that overſhadowed them : and a voice came out of 
the cloud, ſaying, This 1s my beloved Son : hear 
him : What Chriſt my Son tellech you, that be- 
lieve, ſaith God. Here's the witneſs of Fohr, 
but-that's a man, here's the witneſs of Miracles, 
here's the witneſs of God from Heaven ; and you 
have likewiſe the witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Fohn: 
5. 6, 7, 8. Thists he that came by water and blood, 
even Feſus Chriſt ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood : and it is the Spirit that beareth witneſs, 
becauſe the Spirit is truth, For there are three 
that bear record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghoſt : and theſethree are one. And 
there are three that bear witneſs in Earth, the Spi- 
rit,, and the Water , and the Blood : and theſe 
three agree in one. If we receive the witneſs of 
men, the witneſs of God is oreater : for this 1s the 
witneſs of God, which he hath teſtified of his Son. 
Here comes the teſtimony of God : He that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the witneſsin him- 
ſelf : he that believeth not God, hath maae him 4 
liar, becauſe he believeth not the record that Goa 
po of his Son. And this is the record that God 

atn given tous eternal life : and this lifes in his 
ble 
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Son. Hethat bath the Son, hath life : and he that © 
hath not the Son of God, bath not life, This is © 
-the Record, God faith, all this 1s true, and there. 7 
fore it is true: He that will not affent to this Teſti. | 
mony, that God hath made of his Son, makes 
God a liar: why, what hath his Son faid ? He 
hath faid; He that believeth in me, ſhall not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life: And God the Father 
ſaith, hear this my Son, and whar he ſays, be- 
lieve: Why, now faith Fohr, and he that will 
-nothelieve what Chr: faith; and his Father hath 
backed with this teftimony, he makes God a liar : 
Now you ſee your ground to believe that Chriſt 
is a Saviour, that he is able and willing to fave: 
But why doft thoa believe? why, Chr:i## hath 
told meſo; and God the Father -hath born wit- 
neſs, that he hath told me true; and the Holy 
Ghoſt hath born witneſs likewiſe, that if I will 
come to him, I fhall not periſh , but have 
eternal life. Why now, if thou believeſt this 
npon the teſtimony of the Farther, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, thenithy Faith hath Foundation : Now here 

15 matter prepared for believing. 

But yet Fourthly, a man may believe all this, and - - 
yet not truly and ſavingly believe ;, thou mayeſt be- 
lieve that ſin hath made thee miſerable ; the Devils 
believe that Sin hath made them milerable ; and 
what then, they make noother uſe of it than thar 
they deſpair of mercy, and are enemiesto God ? 
And again, thou mayeſt believe Chri#t to' be the 
Saviour of the World : And Thirdly, Thou mayeſt 
believe thar he is able and willing to (ave,and mayeſt 

know 
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?. -know this, becauſe Chriſt hath faid ſo, and the' 


Father hath bid thee hear him, and the Holy Gho# 


. hath bid thee hearhim 3; and yer nor tavingly be- 


lieve ? 

Why, what then is ſaving F AIT H? why, 
1t does not only lie in your ſincere aſſent to this 
Trath, That Feſws Chr:i#, by the appointment 
of the Father, is both able and willing to tave 
you : Burt, 

It liech in this, 7 cby being heartily willing to 


1 Jive up thy heart unto Chrift, and unto him only, 


that he ſhould ſave thee in his own way. 

Here now comes in the cloſe of the heart with 
Feſus Chri$,- for Faith does not only aflent to the 
'Trath, That Chriſt can and will ſave, but it does 
give up the heart unto Feſus Chrift, and reſteth up- 
on Feſus Chrift, and relieth upon him for the ſa- 
ving of thee in his own way. | 

And here's that which comes to diſtinguiſh thee 
from all the Reprobates in the World: They may 
know great.deal, but they never give chemſelves 


-&p'to Chrift to be ſaved by him in his own way 3 


'tis one thing to know a Man, and another thing 
to give thy elf upto him, as a Wifeto a Husband, 
to be inſtructed, and ruled, and governed, to be 
lookt to... and to be provided for, and to caſt her 
care upon him: 'tis one thing to hear of Chriſt, 
and another thing to give thy ſelf up heartily to 


: 
/ hin, to be taught, rul'd, and governed, and fa- 


ved by him; thou muſt try thine heart as to this 
Chriſt offereth himſelf to thee, and the Father 


and Spirit bear witne(s, that he is able and ready 
| to 
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to do thy work for thee ; but art thou willing that 
He ſhould do thy work for thee ? doſt thou fay, 
Lord! here's a por, blind, wrerched, naked Sin- | 
ner ; I am not able to ſave my ſelf ! Lord, take 
me, and fave me in thy own way : art thou hear- |} 
tily willing to be faved by this Saviour in his own 
way ? Saved, ſay you! ſaved from what ? why, 
Firſt, From Sin, and then from Hell : wilt thou 
give thy ſelf to this Chriſt to be ſaved by him? 
yes, ſayeſt thou, from Hell; that I am willing ; { 
I, but that won?*c ſerve your turn ; are you wil- { 
ling to be ſaved from Sin and Hell too ? his name 
was Feſus; why Feſus ? becauſe he was to bea 1 


Saviour; why a Saviour ? becauſe he ſhould ſave 
his people from their ſins : He muſt firſt fave you 
from Sin, and then from Hell: art thou willing ? 
doſt thou throw thy ſelf upon him? Lord ! here 
I am, ſave me from Sin, ſave me from my luſts, 
ſave me from my ptide, ſave me from unclean- 
neſs, ſave me from my drunkenneſs. | 
Secondly, Art thou willing to be ſaved from 
Hell ? I do believe you think this a ſtrange que- 
ſftion: Why, truly I do think there are many 
that believe no ſuch place as Hel} ; for, didſt thou © 
believe Hell a place of torment, of eternal tor- 
ment ; did{t thou believe that thou wert to lie there 
eternally in flames for the wickedneſs and ungod- - | 
lineſs of thy life ; oh ! it would make thee trem- +: 
ble : art thou willing co be taved from Hell? I, 
with all my hearr; 1 tel] thee Chriſt is able and 
willing to fave thee from Sin and Hell too, if thon 
art witirs ; and more than that, he 1s able to 
| bring 
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bring thee to Heaven, if thou art willing to throw - 
thy telf upon him : 

Yea, butI added, 'tis an hearty willingneſs to be 2; 
ſaved by him, in his own way ; what is his own 


way How muſt Ibe ſaved from Hell in his way ? -® 


why, Faith that carrieth thee out to Chriſt, and 
helpeth thee to rely por his death, for thy being 


ſaved from Hell. 


But how does Chriſt, :n his way, ſave from Sin? * 
why ! thus Chriſt faveth from $in,by his Word and © 
Spirit ; andcalls thee to yield obedience thereto: 7 
Now, if thou art w:/ling to be faved by Chriſt 
from thy fin , give thy elf up this day, to the 
guidance of this Word of Chriſt, and to the lead- 
ings and guidings of the Spirit of Chriſt in thy % 
heart; hearken to this Word of Chriſt which cox- 7 
demneth ſin; and hearken to the voice of the Spi- * 
rit of Chriſt reproving Sin, and if thou art ingood 
earneſ}, that is, willing to be ſaved by Chriſt 
from Sin, in his ows way, follow the leadings of the 
Spirit of God in thy Conſcience, and the guidance of 
Jeſus Chriſt ;» his Word, and he will fave thee from 


Sin : But now if thou talkeſt of believing, and gi- 4 


ving thy felf up toChriſt to ſave thee from Sin, to 


ſave thee from Wrath, and yet thou heareſt Chri/# * 


crying out againſt this and that Sin, but thou li- 
veſt in it ; thou Hypocrite, thou doſt nor give 


thy ſelf up to him, to be ſaved by him, but thou 


takeſt up only with this, that he 1s a Saviour, and 
is able and ready to fave, but thou doſt not give 
thy ſelf up to him to be ſaved by him in his own 
way, that he ſhould fave thee from ſin and wrath 
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| jn hisown way, when thou relieſt upon his death 


to make thy peace,then thou art ſaved from wrath 
in his way ; and when thou giveſt thy ſelf to be 


1-3 guided by his Word and Spirit, then thou art ſa- 


ved from Sin in his way. 

And now the conſequent of all this is, ſuch a 
Faith will be followed, with a new life, for if thou 
doſt but give thy ſelf up co Chriſt, he will do thy 
work, he will never {end thee away, ſaying, 


| | - Here's a Heart ſo hard I can't break ic; here's an 


tgnorant Soul, I can't enlighten it ; no, no, if 
thou pretendcſt thou haſt heartily given up thy 
felt to him to do thy work , and he hath not 
done it, I tel} thee thou art a Hypocrite, he can do 
it, and will do it, ifthou art but hearty ; and there- 


»& fore I ſay, he that believes will be a new Crea- 
FF ture; you ſhall preſently find a change in this 


Man's Heart and Life. 

Thus I have opened to- you the ature of trne 
Faith, that you may know whether you haveit 
or n0. 

There i the Faith of Slaves, the other of 
— Sons; one ingendereth terror, the other joy and 

+ comfort, and conſolation : Oh ! don't be ſatisfied 


©” with only a terrifying Faith; oh! look for a heart- 


ladding faith; I have told you there's a difference 
tween a vioriou faith, a conquering and a 
conquered faith, the faith of the Sons of God con- 
ners the World, the frowns of the World and the 
miles of the World, take heed of a conquered 
Faith ; I have ſhown you the nature of true Faith, 
and the preparations to it z and where the nature 
and effence of it lies. And 
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And now examine your ſelves, if you have it 
not, you are Reprobates ; if you have it, then 
is Chr:#t in you, then are you Sons and Daughters, 
and Heirs of a Kingdom. 

But, ſay you, if we have it not, how ſhall we 
get it? why, truly one way is to do as you do;z 
if thou haſt it not, attend upon the Word ;, though 
thou haſt it not, thou mayeſt have it by hearing 5 
this is oze way -: if thou doſt not believe, wait 
upon the Word, it may pleaſe God ſooner or 
later, even to give thee to believe. 

Secondly, 1f I har't it, how ſhall I get it ? why, 


| pray for it; pray for this among the reſt of the 


many things you pray for; Oh! Lord, help me to 
believe ! what a great many promiles haſt thon 
made to believers; He that believeth ſhall be ſa- 
ved, he that believes not, ſhall be damned : Lord! 
give me to believe! Lord, give me to believe! 
as the poor Man that came to Chriſt ; Doſt thow * 
believe? Lord! (fſaidhe ) I do believe, help thon 
mine unbelief : that is, Lord ! ſtrengchen weak 
Faith : Why, can Chriſt trengthen weak faith ? 
yes, he can; and he can give thee to believe, 
though thou didſt not believe; and therefore pray 
him to help thee to believe. 

When you ſay, Lord ! help me to believe, 


. what do you mean? Ile tell what thon ſhouldeſt 


mean ; Lord! help me to be heartily willing ro be Þ 
ſaved from Sin and Hell, aud to give my ſelf up © 


fo thee, to do the work, of a Saviour upon me 5 » þ 
, Why, 1 am willing enough for thar ; no, thou © 


art not; thy Conſcience reils thee, thou art not 
G3 - willing 
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willing to be delivered frox thy fin, though thou 
wouldſt be faved from Wrath ; thou canſt not in- 
dure to be delivered from thy Drunkennels, from 
thy Pride and Paſſion, to be ſaved from thy Earth- 
lineſs, and Luſt, and Wantonnels. | 
When thou Prayeſt, Pray Chriſt to help thee to 
believe, to make thee willing to throw thy ſelf 
upon him, as a Saviour to deliver thee from ſin, 


- and from the wrath of God ; to make thy peace 


with his Father, and to give thee at length a part 
and portion in the inherirance of the Saints. Oh, 


thou art come a great way., when thou art made 


willing to leave Sin, and made deſirous after Ho- 
lineſs. I fay, Pray for it, not only in publick, 
but in ſecret too : But what needs all this adoe, 
ſay you, to lye Praying in publick and private ? 
why, 'tis better Pray and be ſaved, than not Pray 
and be damned : If thou haſt Faith, thou ſhalt be 
faved ; what, 1s it not worth Praying, that thou 
may'ſ{ be ſaved? Pray that thou may'{t believe, 
that thou may'ſt have a mind to give thy ſelf upto 
Chrift, to be ſaved from ſin and wrath; and [ 
tell thee, God is a God hearing Prayers ? Why ! 
but ſay you, I never uſed to Pray in all my life : 


Why ! begin then: They will laugh at me: 


Why ! wilt thou be laughed into Hell 2 will this 
comfort thee in Hell ? 1 would have Prayed, but 
they would a laughed at me: I tell thee, Faith is 
the gift of God, beg him to beſtow it on thee; 
Lord help me to believ2, Lord that I may fee a 
want of Chriſt, a want of a Saviour ; and that I 
may be willing, heartily willing to give my ſelf 
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unto Self- Examination. 3 


up to him, to be ſaved from Sin and Hell in his 
own way. Now if thou haſt Faith, then Chri(t 
is in thee, and zf Chriſt zs in thee, thou art wo Re- 
probate, but thou art a Child of God. 


There are two farther Duties that remain to 
be ſpoken to: 

One is, concerning the Knowing our ſelves. 

The Second is, concerning the Examining our 
ſelves. And I ſhall give you theſe two Dottrines. 

The Firſt is this, That zt 7s the Duty of every 
one that profeſſeth himſelf to be a Chri5tuan, to ſtu- 
dy, that he might know himſelf. 
. Know you not your ſelves ? don't you know 
your ſelves ? | 

Secondly, That it is the Duty of every Chriſti- 
an, ſeriouſly and diligently to Examine himſelf, 
that he might come to the knowledge of himſeif ; for 


without examining our ſelves, we ſhall never *® 


come to the knowledge of our ſelves. 

I begin to ſpeak of the Firſt, That *tis our Duty 
to know our ſelves ; this is plainly expreſſed in 
theſe words, Know you not your ſelves ? this 1s - 


 implyed, that we ought to know our ſelves; I 


lay, the Queſtion implyes it,, Know you not your 
ſelves? ar it feems ro import thus much, as if it 
were a ſtrange thing for a Man or Woman,, liv- 
ing under the Goſpel, and profeſling to be a Dit- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt, for him to be ignorant of 
his eſtate, as he ſtandeth related to Chriſt, and 
as he ſtands related to Eteruity : What, don't © 
you know your ſelves yet ? don't you know 
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your Hearts yet ? have you been ſo long under 
the Goſpel, hath your Heart been brought ſo of- 
ten to the Touch-ſtone, hath Chriſt fo often had 
his Fan to winnow you, and a you not yet know 
whether you are Gold or Droſs ? whether you are 
Wheat or Chaff? that's the meaning of the Apo- 
frle : It is a ſtrange thing, that you don't know 
whether Chriſt is in you, or the Devil in you; 
Whether Faith and Grace is in you, or whether 
= and Corruption is in you : 'Tis a ſtrange 
tning. 

Bat, I hy was it ſo ſtrange ? Why, it ſeems 
in the dayes of the Apoſtle, the Churches ordi- 
narily knew themſelves ; they did know whe- 
ther they did believe, or whether they did not 


believe; whether Chriſt was in them or not; 


moſt did fo, and if any did not ſo, the Apoſtle 


, counted them a wonder : Don't you know your 


felves ? 

But for the farther opening of it : 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew you what the Apoſtle here 
meaneth by ow SELVES. 
| Secondly, What he means by the Knowing of our 
SELVES. 

And then I fhall lay you down the Reaſons, 


Why you ought to know your ſelves; and then I 


ſhall call to remembrance what Rules have alrea- 
dy been given, by which-you may come to the 
knowledge of your ſelves. | 

And then ſee what*s the ey that you do not 
know your ſelves, after you have had ſo many 
meains for knowing of your ſelves, 


Fixi 
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Firſt, What's meant by your ſelves, that we are | 
to know ? | 

1. Negatively, What is not the Self that us 
here meant. And then, 

2. Affirmativeiy, What this Self ig. 

(1.) Negatively : there is a threefold Self that 
the Apoſtle does not hear mean. 

Know you not your ſelves ? 

' I. There 1s a corporal Self : He meaneth ot 
our Self, with reſpef& to our Body, though our Bo- 
dy is part of our lelves,yer he does not ac all couch 
upon thac, for thar is not co the purpole ; for it is 
a knowing of our ſelves, as we ſtand related co 
God and Chriſt : I ſay, the Apoſtle does nor mean, 
Know you not your Selves? that is, Know you not 


your Bodies ? that is, whecher you be handſome 


or deformed ? whether you be tall and proper, 
or whether you be ſhort and contemptible ? or 
the like : That's noching as to God, nothing as 
to Chriſt, nothing as ro Faith; for God does not 
value you according to your Bodies, but he va- - 
laes you by your Soxls - 'Tis not he that hath the 
faireſt and the propereft Body, thar is in greateſt 
account with God. \ 

Saul was taller than all 1ſ-ael in his Body, but & 
yet little David had more of God in him than * 
great Sal had. h 

We are apt to value Perſons by their Bodies, 


God does not value you by your Bodies, though - 


your Bodies are parr of your {elves, yet that is 


not the Self that God looks after, or that you E. 


ought to look after, RN a I 
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When Samuel was ſent to anoint one of the 
Sons of Zeſſe, to anoint him King, there comes 
one of the ralleſt, propereſt of the Sons of Feſſe 
to him, a man of a goodly Countenance ; and Sa- 
muel jadging of him according to appearance, ſaid, 
ſurely the Lords anointed is now before him, bar 
”- he was miſtaken, 1 Sam. 16. 6. And it came to 
paſs when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, 
and ſaid, Surely the Lords anointed 1s before him ; 
Why ? becauſe Elzab had a very goodly Counte- 
nance, was a very proper handiome man, ſurely 
God will make this man to be King over Iſrael - 
Bur ſee how God checks him, and reproves him; 
But the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, look not on his coun- 
tenance, or on the height of his ſtature, becauſe 1 
have refuſed him, I have rejefted him : I value 
him not by his countenance, or by his ſtature ; 
For the Lord feeth not as man ſeeth, for man looks 
0 the eutward appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart ;, and therefore faith God, bring me yon 
. ltcde Man, yon little Man David, he:is the man 
after my heart, and therefore anoint him King. 
'Tis no matter how contemprible. thou art in thy 
outward man, if thou haſt bur Chriſt in thee, 
- Faith in thee, thou art beautiful, of a fair Counte- 
” tenance in the ſight of God ; for God looks not 
upon the ourward appearance, but upon the 
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& So Abſalom was a man, none fo fair in all 1ſra- 
# el, but hewas a wicked man. — 
5 And Jezebel a fine Woman, a proper Woman, 


| | 2 adorned with Jewels, and Painted her ſelf, but a 


curſed Woman. God 
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God valueth not by the outward appearance. 
Know you not your ſelves? The Apoſtle means 
ſumething elſe than your outward man : Pal, 
that great Aps/t le, was alittle man, fo he is thought, 
a little contemptible man; ſome judging after che 
fleſh, contemned him ; but yet he was the greateſt 
of Apoſtles,and Chriſt had not a more faithful Ser- 
vant in all the World than he was. 

So that, Know you not your ſelves ? the Apoſtle 
means me elſe than this bodily Self; you 
ought net to value your ſelves by your Bodies : 
Oh ! if we are handſome, or proper, or the like, 
we are apt to think our ſelves ſome hody : I tell 


| thee, God does upon that account count thee no 


body. 

” There is a worldly Self, which the Apoſtle 
here meaneth nor ; that is, a man conſidered with 
relation to what he hath in the World,thar I call a 
mans worldly-ſelf. 

When the Apoſtle ſaith, Know you not your own 
ſelves ? he does not mean, know you not how 
rich you are, or how beggarly you are ? he 
does not mean a ]Vorldly Self, for God does not 
value thee according to thy Riches or Poverty ; 
for you know the Parable of Dives and Laza- 
rus, the rich Man and the poor ; the rich Man 
was in eſteem by the men of the World, but he 
was not with God : He was a great man among 
the men of the World, for he fared ſumprucuſily 
every day, and was cloathed in Purple and fine 
Linnen, but he was fo vile in the eyes of God, 


that God thought him fit for ' nothing but Hell - 
| | | Though 
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Though he was oatwardly ſplendid, and richly 
attired, went in gorgeous Apparel, yet he want- 
ed Chriſt in his hearc, wanced Faith, wanted 
Grace; he was a Graceleſs rich man, a Chriſt- 
leſs rich man, for God thought him fit for no- 
thing buc Hell ; when he died, he was Buried, 
and being i» Hell, he lift up his eyes, being im 
zorments : ( you remember the Parabl-, Luk. 16. 
19. &c.) And the poor Man, a contemptible 
man as to the eyes of ſenſe, a man not worth 
a Groat, a man full of Sores, a man-friendleſs, ly- 
ing at the gates a begging ; yet God had a high 
eſteem of him, for when he dyed, he ſent his 
Angels to fetch him to Heaven. So thar *'tis not 
the worldly Self that the Apoſtle ſpeaks of : God 
_ does not eſteem you with reſpect to the World. 
3. There is a Political Self; that is, our ſelves, 
\ Conſidered with reſpe&} to the power, authority and 
dominion that we have in the World : As, whe- 
ther a man is a Ruler, or ruled ; whether he is a 
a Governour, or governed ; why, now this is a 
Self that God hath no reſpeCt to : God does not 
eſteem a man becauſe he is a Raler, becauſe he 
is a great Man, and lits upon a Throne, and wears 
a Crown : As you lee in the caſe of Saul, he was 
. politically a great man, a great King, bur yet it's 
ſaid, the Lord hath rejefted thee, the Lord hath 
rejected thee from being a King ; the Lord did 
reject him, he was a man that was left and forſa- 
ken of God, a wicked man. 

Well then, but what ſelf i it then that the Apo- 


ftle here meancth ? why, he meaneth our ſpirc- 
tual 
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unto Self- Examination, 91. 
tual Self : What is our ſpiritual Self ? why, that 
is, our Hearts, our Souls : Examine thy elf, 
that is, examine thy Heart, examine toy Soul. 

Dom examine thy Body, how rich thou art, 


- nor how handſome thou art ; nor with relpect to 


thy Power or Dominion, to what degree of Ho- 
nour and Government thou art riſen ; But exa- 


mine thy Heart, fee how that ſtandeth related 


to God, ſee whether thou art 4 Believer, lee 
whether Chrift be in thee, ſee whether God hath 
Siven thee a gracious Heart : This is our Self, 
"tis our Heart that is our Self. 

Well ! But what's here meant by Knowing of our + 
Hearts ? 

Know yon not your own Selves ? that js, don't 
you know your own Hearts ? why, by knowing 
of your own Hearts, the Apoſtle does mean ſuch 
a right underſtanding of the nature, frame and 
diſpoſition of our Hearts, as they ſtand related 
anto God, and his Son Chriſt ; to his Command- 
ments, Promiſes and Threatnings : And it ligni- 
fieth a knowing of our Lives and Converſations ; 
and withall, a right underſtanding of the Princi- 
ple from whence our actions flow, and the Ends to 
which they tend ; to know this ſo, as upon a Scrip- 
ture ground to be able to make a judgment, whe- 
ther we are Believers or not,, or whether Chriſt 
be in Vs or 70. 

I fay, Firſt, Know our Hearts, ſignifies a right 
underſt anding of the diſpoſitions and frames of our 
Hearts, what they are with reſpeft to God : He 
that would know himlelf, that is, know his Heart 

| | mut 
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muſt have his eye inward : The Fools eye, -that's 
a gazing toward the ends of the Earch, roving up- 
on every object without, but this is not the way 
to come to the knowledge of thy Heart ; he that 
would know his Heart, muſt have his eye inward, 
muſt be continually poring upon his [nward- 
man, to ſee how his Heart ſtands God-ward : And 
now what do you ſay as to this ? you that exa- 
mine your Hearts, you that uſe to look into your 
Hearts, tell me, how do you find the bent of 
' your Heart as to. God ? do you find within you 
a continued fear of his Majeſty ? does your Con- 
ſcience bear you witneſs of this? do you find a 
continued delight in his Glory ? do you find you 
love him ? do you find you defire. him ? What 
does yonr Heart tay ? do yoa find you can truſt 
him ? do you find that you make him your Coun- 
ſellor, that you will do nothing without his di- 
r=Ction ? How does your Heart ſtand God-ward ? 
Why, by this means you come to know your 
ſelves, by obſerving which way your Hearts 
tend, which way ic inclines, whether it be Gog-. 
ward or World-ward, God-ward or Dewvil-ward, . 
God-ward or Sin-ward. 

How does thy Heart ſtand as to Chrift ? Ts 
Jeſus Chriit of high eſteem in thy Heart ? I don't 
mean in thy Mouth, I don't ask whether thou 
ſpeakeſt honourably of Chriſt, but what does thy 
Heart fay ? does thy Heart eſteem of Christ ? 
is Chriſt precious to thy Heart ? does thy Heart 
value him as a Saviour ? is thy Heart purpoſed to 


follow Jefus Chriſt ? and whatever thou forla- 
keſt 
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keſt, is thy heart reſolved that thon. wilt not for- 
ſake Chri# ? you will never come to know your 
ſelves, till you know what the bent of your 
heart is, as to thele things. 

So Examine your Hearts, with reſpect unto the 
Commandments of God, and of his Son Chriſt, Do 
you heartily love them ? Davzd ſaith, h- delight- 
ed in the Law of God, and in his Law he meditated 
day and night. Are you heartily lovers of the 
Commandments of God ? you muſt know whar . 
your Heart ſays, as well as what your Tongue 
ſays, if ever you would be able to know your 
ſelves; do you love to meditate on his Com- 
mandments ? is it all the care of your Hearts to 
keep his Commandments ? 

So, What does thy heart ſay, with reſpeft to the 
Promiſes of God? As the Promiſe of Pardon of 
Sin, of Adoption, of Glorification ; Doſt thou 
love the Promiſes ? does thy heart love them ? 
does thy heart cloſe with them? does thy heart em- 
brace the Promiſes ? Are the Promiles like Cabi- 
nets full of rich Jewels? doſt thou embrace them 
as thy riches ? canſt thou ſay, I would not leave 


this Promiſe of Remiſſion of Sins for a World ? 


nor the Promiſe of Erernal Life for a World; - 
how doſt thou value theſe Promites ? are they 
golden Promiſes to thee ? 

If oneſhould give thee an Eſtate of Ten thou- 


| ſand a Year,and ſhould give you the Writings for 


conveying of this Eſtate ? how would you value 
thole Writings? you would not loſe them for 
Ten thouſand pounds ; why ? why ! becauſe they 

| vive 
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ive me title to more, that is, Ten thouſand a 
| ns So are the Promiſes, they are the Wri- 
tings whereby God makes over to thee Himſelf, 
and Eternal Life. What eſteem haſt thou of 
them ; when thou doſt read them, do they pleaſe 
thee ? when thou heareſt of them, do they delight 
thy heart ? 

Again, What's the bent of thy heart, as to the 
Threatnings of God ? when God threatens to for- 
ſake thee, to leave thee, to take away his Spirit 
' froma People,and threatens Hell,and Wrath, and 
Damnation, and to baniſh you eternally from his 
prelence; what do your hearts think of theſe 
things ? does your heart tremble to think, what 
if I ſhould be one of thoſe that God will leave ? 
that God will forlake, and draw his Spirit from, 
that ſhall be thrown into Hell, and baniſhed eter- 
nally from his prelence ? I know your Tongues are 
ready to lay, Tis a terrible thing to be damned ; 
but is your heart affected wich fear of damna- 
tion ? What does your Heart ſay to theſe things ? 

Now according to what you know of your 
heart, and its bent and frame, with reſpect to | 
God and Chriſt, and the Commandments, and the 
Promiſes and Threatnings of God; from this you 

take a judgment of your ſelves. 

What 1s the judgment that we are to take of 
our ſelves ? why, by this you judge whether you 
do believe, or whether you do not believe ? whe- 
ther Chriſt is in you, or whether he is not in you ? 
This is 0ze way to know your hearts, if yon 


would know what your eſtate is, with reſpett to 
Eternity; | 
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| ward; if ir does not delight in the Law of God, 
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Etermty ; for if che heart be not God ward, Chriſt - 


and does not enibiace his /'romz/es as rich trea- 
ſures; does not tear and tremble at his / breat- 
mngs, thou mayeſt judge that firh is nor rn thee, 
that Chriſt 75 net in thee : for, where Jelas Chrift 
awelleth in a heart, he cauſcth all this; He ferterh 
the Heart God-ward; before Chriſt comes inco 
the Heart, "tis ſet World-ward, Devil-ward, Sin- 
ward ; but when he cometh, he turneth the Heart 
about ; he turns it God-ward, and Heaven-ward 
the longings are all that way; there's thy treaſure ; 
there's thy delight, there's thy glory ; all thy care 


' 5 to pleaſe God. 


Know your ſelves; Now they that would 


| know themſelves, muſt always be looking inward. 


Well], But now, ſay you, Why zwſt we thus 
know our ſelves ? I ſhall give you thele Reaſons 


| for its 


Firſt, Know your ſelves; labour to kxow your 
Hearts; Labour ro know the ttate and condition 
you are in, whether Chr: be in you, or whether 
He is not; whether Faith is in you, or whether it 
is not. But Why ? why! becauſe unill you 
know your ſelves, you do not know how you ſtand 
1n relation to God; that is, you do not know, 
whether God Loves, or Hates yo... 

Secondly, You do not know whether the Duties 
you perform, are accepted, or rejetted. 

Thirdly, .To# do not know what will become of 
you when you die, whether you ſhall be ſaved, or 
whether you ſhall be damned; till you know _ 

| ſelves, 
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ſelves, you cannot know theſe things; for the 
knowledge of Gods thoughts of you, dependerh 
upon the Knowledge of your ſelves; therefore 
ou ſhould be acquainted with your ſelves, ſhould 
Low your ſelves. 

Firſt, I ſay, :1/ you know your hearts, 'you can- 
not tell whether God /oves, or hates you ; you 
can't make a judgment of that, except you know 
that Chriſt is in you, that Faith is in you, you 
cannot conclude that God /oves you ; for 'tis cer- 
tain, God does not love any one, whoſe heart is 
not ſantified, whole heart is without Faith, whoſe 

| heart is without Chri#. : 

| tell thee, God judgeth of thee, according to 
thy Heart; by outward things we cannot judge 
of Gods love or hatred to us : Thou canſt not 
ſay, God loves thee becauſe thou art rich ; thou 
canſt not ſay, God loves thee becauſe thou art 
healthy and ſtrong, or becaule thou haſt all the 
pleaſures and delights of the Fleſh ; Nor canſt 
thon ſay, that God loves thee becauſe thou art 
poor, becauſe thou art afflicted; for God does 
hate the rich, and God does hate the poor ; that 
is, thoſe that are wicked, and are rich, but Chriſt- 
leis, gracelzſs; and God does hate the poor that 
are Chriſtleſs, and Gracelels. 

Thou canſt not know by thy riches, or pover- 
ty ; handſomeneſs, or deformednels, whether 
God loves thee. 

Bur when thou comeſt to know that thy heart 
is ſanftified; when thon comeſt to know that 
Tefius Chri#t ts in thee; that thou art a Believer, 

t1cn 
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then thou comeſt to conclude ; I know now that 
God loves me, I am a Son of God, arid he is my 
Father ; that notwithſtanding all my paſt fins, I 
am his Child, 1mie iniquities. are blotted out, and 
when [I die I ſhall have a place among the ſanit:- 
fied ones. | 

Now my Brethren, Is it not worth our labour- 
ing to know our ſelves, when upon it dependerh 
our knowing, whether or no God loves us ? 

Till you know the frame, and bent, and diſ- 
poſition of your heart ; till you ſee whether your 
Heart ( as the Needle of the Mariners Compaſs 
generally tendeth toward the North, ) ſo, Ilay, 
till thou doſt know that thy Heart is generally 
(like that Needle) pointing Goa-ward, and 
Chriſt-ward, and Heaven-ward ; untill thou com'ſt 
to know that this is the berr and inclination of 
thy Spirit, thou wilt never know whether God 
loves thee or no. 'Tis true, as the Needle hath 
ſometimes a ſhaking, and is not fetled ; ſo thy 
Heart, through temptation, hath inclination to 
Sin, and to the World. Butſtill, if it be a Heart 
wherein Chriſt dwells, a Heart wherein Faith 
dwells, the bent and inclination of the Heart is 
generally coward God, and bis Son Feſws Chriſt. 

Secondly, If thou doſt not know thy Heart, thou 
doſt not know whether God accepteth thy offering 
or not : Now, what an uncomfortable thing is ir 
to bring thy Offering to God every day, and not 
know whether God accepteth it or no. You 
know Cain brought an Offering, and Abel brought 


an Offering; but Cain's was refefted, and Avel's 
H was 
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was accepted : So thou comeſt every day to God 
with thy Prayer, and thy Thankigiving ; thou 
comeſt privately ( inthy Family ) and publickly 
( with the Lords People, } wouldſt thou know 
now, whether thy Offering be the Offering of 
Cain, or of Abel? If chou wouldſt come to know 
that, kzow thy le/f,, know thy Heart : Know you 
not your ſelves? examine which way does thy 
beart tend, when thou comeſt with thy Offering 
to the Lord ; is thy Heart right toward him ? if 
thou doſt not know that thy Heart be right in all 
this, thou wilt never be certain that thy Prayers 
or Praiſes are accepred of God : Oh ! therefore 
examine yourſelves, try your ſelves, prove your 
felves : What! don't you know your Hearrs ? 
don't you know the bent of your Hearts, whether 
they are Heaven-ward, or Hell-ward ? Oh! that 
People did but inquire into their Hearts, they 
might doubtleſs come to a better knowledge of 
them, than ordinarily they do. 

Thirdly, Thou doſt not know what God will do 
with thee, as to Eternity, except thou knowe$t thy 
Heart. Wouldſt thou know now, if thou wert 
to die, whether or no thou ſhouldeſt be ſaved, or 
damned?Ile tell thee how,krow thy Heart,and thou 
ſhalt know that; for thou muſt receive ſatisfacti- 
on as to that point from thy ſelf: Look inwardly, 
Man, and there thou ſhalt ſee, either that thy 
name 1s written in the Book of Life, or elſe thou 
art yet under the black mark of Reprobation. If 
thou ſeeſt nothing but blindeſs of mind, ſeared- 
nels of Conſcience, hardneſs of Heart, diſpoli- 
t10n 
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tion to ſin,delight in wickedneſs and {in,and a heart 
bent to do that which is contrary to the mind and 
will of God,thou mayeſt iee thy doom ; then Chrit 
5s not there, Faith is not there; What then ! why, 
if thou dieſt fo as thou art, like the Devil in cy 
heart, thou ſhalt be like him in thy puniſhment. 

So, wouldſi thou kaow whether God will juſtifie 
thee at the great day ? look into thy heart ; 
Canſt thou ſee the mage of Chriſt in thy Heart? 
canft thou ſee Grace in thy Heart ? breathings af- 
ter God ? Longings after God*s glory, that thou 
mayeſt glorifie him, and ſee others glorifie _ 
him ? never fear thy being damned; for God 
will never throw to Hell one that hath his 
Image upon him. So that from hence you may 
puver, what's the reaſon that 'there are ſo 
ew Chriſtians come to that ftate of Aſſurance 
that is ſo mach ſpoken of ? I tell thee, if thou 
wouldſt know thy condition, thou needeſt not de- 
fire the wings of a Dove to fly to Heaven to ſearch 
the Rolls there, to ſee if thy Name be written in 
the Book of Life; no, no, thou needeſt nor go lo 
far ; look butinto thy /elf,, Man, and thou mayeſt 
{ee whecher thy Name is written in the Book of 
Life, or whether thou art a Reprobate. Oh! 
therefore, if you would put that great Queſtion 
out of doubr, be much in contemplation of thy 
heart; conſider thy Heart ; when thou art pray- 
ing, conſider not lo much what thou ſayeſt, as 
what thy Heart does ; and when thou praz/eſt, 
conſider if thy Hearr be affected with rhe Prailes 
of God; and when thou hexref# , conſider, is - 
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thy Heart affected with the Word chat thou hear- 

| eſt; here thou mayeſt come to make a judgment 

Il! of thy ſelf; and by this thou mayeſt know whe- 

jj theror no thou art Beloved ? whether thy Offer- 

_ ing ſhall be accepted? and whether thy Perſon ſhall 
be ſaved ? 

And, as God will approve, or diſapprove you 
by your heart, ſo will Feſus Chrift toe ; he would 
have all his Chruches to know that he is a ſearcher 
of Hearts, and that he will deal with every Man 
and Woman (profeſling godlineſs) according te 
their Hearts, not according to their Profeſſions, 
Rev. 2.23. I will kill her Children with death; and 
all the Churches ſhall know that I am he that ſearcheth 
the reins and hearts : and will give unto eve; y one of 
you according to your works. Well, that's one reaſon. 

Secondly, You ought to know yourt hearts ; that 
I mean, by knowing your ſelves ; becauſe except 
you know your hearts, you will never know any 
thing of mo as you ſhould know; You may 
come to School here year after year, and fir 
down here, and hear a hundred Sermons, but you 
will never underſtand either the myſtery of Ini- 
quity, or the myſtery of Grace, till you kzow 
your hearts; if you know not your hearts, you 
know nothing of the things of God ; you are 
meer {trangers torhem ; If you talk of the things 
of God, till you know your Hearts, you talk like 
Parrots, you do not conceive the nature of the 
things you talk of : How does that appear ? Why, 

Firſt, Thou doit not know , as thou ſhouldſt 
as, the Nature of Sin, nor the Nature of Grace, 
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;n the Life and Power of it, till thou comeſt to 
know thy Hearr. | 

Know your Hearts! what, don't you know 'your 
ſelves ? Why! 

Firſt, If thou art 4 wicked Man, thou ſhalt ne- 
ver know the Nature of Sin as thou. ſhouldſt, to 
throughly as when thou comelt to know thy heart : 
Thou readeſt leveral delcriptions of the nature of 
Sin, and the evil of ir, and the provocation of ic 
againſt God ; and thou readeſt many examples of 
Sinners; of Cain a Murderer, and Pharaoh a hard 
hearted King; and Fudas a Traitor: Many ex- 
amples thoa haſt in Scripture of wicked Men 
and I may tay, this is a thing withour-Rook, till 
thou comeſt to read ir upon thy heart; for when 
God enlightneth thee fo, as to know thy heart, 
thou ſhalc read ail thole things legibly engraven 
there: Doſt thou read of the enmity to God, 
and enmity to his Righteouſneſs; there thoa ſhalt 
ſee it «pon thy heart : Oh! thou ſhalt ſay, I have 
read of it in the Bible, now I ſee 'tis here in my 
heart : what rebellion do I ſee in it againſt God 
and Chriſt, and his Righteouineſs? thou readeft 
in the Bible concerning a bloody Ca:7, thou may- 
eſt read .it in a bloody, wrathful, angry heart 
thou-wouldit have been a Cain, and mighteſt have 
had thy hands reeking in the blood of thy Bro- 
ther, or Siſter, had ir not been for reſtraining 
Grace. And there's F445, the Story of Fudas, 
that Traitor, thou mayelt read in thy heart; and 
the Story of hard-hearted Pharaoh; and 7ezebel, 
that proud, that ldolatrous Woman; thou mayeſt 

H 3 _ read 
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read in thy heart, that'when God giveth thee the . | 
Skill of turning over the Volume of thy own 
Heart, thou wilt ſee a bloody Carn, a treache- 
rous F4das, a hard-hearted Pharaoh, a proud Fe- 
zebel; thou wilt read them all upon thy own heart - 
And this is the 7eaſoz that ſo few of youare brought 
over with ſorrow and lamentation to Feſ7s Chriſt ; 
crying, Good Lord! fave me! T] am undone 
without thee ! When wilt thou cry out ſo? why, 
when God does ſhow thee the wickedneſs and 
abominations of thy heart, Alas! there are ma- 
ny of you, think you could not murder; no, not 
you ! and chere have been many, [I believe, have 
thought fo ; thou art but like a Wolf, or a Lyon 
in Chains, till Chriſt comes into thy heart , thou 
artno better than a Child of the Devil ; *is all in 
thy nacure, and thou wilt never confeſs this truly 
and heartily, till God makes you know your ſelves. 

And neither will the Do@trine of the Goſpel, the 
Dottrine of Grace, be ever underſtood, till you 
know your Hearts. There is never a ſanQtified 
Man or Woman, but the whole Goſpel 5 tranſcri- 
bed out of the Bible upon his heart ; Here Chriſt is 
preached, and thou wilt find him in thy heart, if 

1} thou art one of Gods Children; and in this Bible 

IM thou readeſt of a holy Sprrir, a lanctifying and 
= alecaling Spiri:, and thou mayeſt find him in the 
ERS ſ{anctifying and comforting of thee, and ſealing 

EM thee up to the day of redemption ; look into thy 

, | | heart, thou wilr find the Seals of the Spirit, the 
H | | Seals of the Holy Ghoſt por thy heart : And in 


the Scripture you read of Kepentaxce, and _ 
| thou 
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thou art converted, thou ſhalt ſee the Doctrine 


of repentance upon thy heart, and the Doctrine 
of faith upon thy heart, and the Doctrine of mor- 
tification upon thy heart, and the comfort of Gods 
People upon thy heart. | 

I ſay, till you know your hearts, you know 70- 
thing as you ſhould, neither Sin, nor Righreoul- 
neſs, inthe life and power of it, till you come ro 
be acquainted wirh your own hearts. 

Bur another reaſon why you (hould know your own 
ſelves ; that is, the frames of your heart, becauſe 
you cannot but live un Sin, very great fins againft 
God, except you know your hearts; for, there are 


' ſeveral Duties that you are obliged tro, that you 


will never be able to Perform, till you know 
your hearts. As, 

_ Firſt, Art,thox a ſanitified man, or art thou not 
ſantified ? is Chriſt in thee, or is he notin thee? . 
art thou a Believer ? if thou doſt not know that 
he is in thee, that Faith is in thee, that Grace is 
in thee, thox wilt never be able to render thanks to 
God, and his Son Chriſt, for that great Gift that 
he bath beſtowed upon thee, till thou knoweſt thou 
haſt the Gift : thou art perhaps, praiſing God eve- 
ry day for thy Bread, and Cloth, and Reſt in the 
Night, and the like; and doit chon nor as con- 
ſtantly praiſe God 'for lanctifying chy Nature, 


. changing thy heart , for pulling thee as a Fire- 


brand out of the fire, and writing thy name 
in the Book of Life; no ſayſt thou, I do 
not, becauſe I am not ſure he hath done this 
for me; and by this means of thy ignorance 
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thou robbeſt God of his glory ; thou doſt not 
thank him at all for them, becaute thou doſt not 
know whether he hath given them unto thee, or 
. no: Oh! my Brethren, take heed of robbing 
God of the glory due to him, for the greateſt 
bleſſing that ever he beſtowed upon thee. 

But art thou an unfancified Man, Chriſtleſs, 
Gracelels, tr: thou knoweſt thy heart, thou wilr 
20t be able to do other dutics : If thon art Chriſt- 
leſs, graceleſs, and impenitent, when thou know- 
eſt ſo much, 'tis thy great Duty to look after 
Chriſt , Faith , and Repentance; but till thou 
comeſt to know that thou wanteſt Chri/?, Faith, 


and Grace, thou wilt never make enquiry after 


Chriſt, after Faith, and after Grace ; but wilt 
g0 ON ina blind preſumption that thou haſt them. 
| And upon this account, you are to know your 
hearts : For, If thou art a godly Man, thou robbeſt 
Ged of his Glory due to him, for making thee ſuch. 
And if thou art a Wicked man, thou cutteſt thy 
ſelf off from looking afrer Chr:i## , Faith , and 
Grace. | = | 
Azain, Thou oughteſt ro know thy heart, becauſe 
elſe thou art Injurious to thy beart, thou wregge 
thy ſelf in point of Comfort. If Chriſt is in thee, 
he would not have thee of a ſad heart, but he 
would have thee rejoyce in him ; yea, evermore 
rejoyce in him; he hath calPd to his Prophets, 
and ſaid, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people : He 
cakes care that your Comfort ſhould be conti-. 
nued to you; Be of good Comfort. Now I tell 


thee, till thou comeſt to know thy heart, the 
: bent 


unto Self-E xamination. ' - 10g © . 


bent and diſpoſition of it, whether it is God-ward 
or IVorld-ward, God ward or Devil-ward, God- 
ward or Sin-ward; till thou knoweſt this, thou 
wilt never be able to take comfort, bur wilt live 
a {ad comfortle's life,and wilt he alway s queition- 
ing whether Chriſt and thou art related ; and 
when thou dieit, thou knoweſt not whether thou 
ſhalt be ſaved or damned : what a heartleſs, what 


| a comfortleſs life is this? Oh! therefore, as you 


value your own Comforts, look well to your hearts, 

that you may be able to know aſſuredly, whether 

Chri$t be in you, whether you be 5» the Faith. 
Well, But ſay you, you have told us there's a 


| . great deal of reſo that we ſhould know our 


hearts, and have given us ſome General rules by 
the way, to know whether our hearts are God- 
ward, Chriſt-ward, Heaven-ward ; or Devil-ward, 
Sin-ward, and IVorld-ward: But we would have 
ſome more particular Rules. 

For this, I will only defire you to remember 
the former Rules | gave you. 

As firi#, Remember whar I ſaid upon that Sub- 
ject, of Chris dwelling in you. 
_ How ſhall we know whether Chriſt be in us? 
Why !. 

Firs, You may know it by this, is his Nature 


| ow” you? CF. as before on that Subject of Christs 


awelling in us; and of that, of Fauths being in us. 

I ſhall here oinit them, they being at large al- 
ready ſet down; As firſt, for thar of Chri/ts being 
inus; Which is, 

Firſt, His Natureleing in us. 
Secondly 
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Secondly, Hs Spirit being 19 us. 
Thirdly, By his Kirigdom being 11 1s. 
Secondly, Concerning F AITH, true Faith; 


the Characters of which we have before laid | 


down. 
And aſter all this, I am afraid many of you 


will goaway, and be as /[gnorant of your felves as 


ever you were: If one ſhould come to you, and 
fay, Do you know your ſelves ? what anlwer couldit 


rhou make ? if he ſhould ſays Thou haft been a | 


hearing yonder, a whole hour, and above, and 


haſt been preſſed ro know thy ſelf; and haſt been 

rold the great danger not to know thy elf, and 
what a comfortable thing 'tis to kaow your ſelf: 
What couldſt thou anſwer to this queſtion ? Doſt | 


thou know thy ſelf ? I am afraid ſome of you would 


as: me what do | mean ? I have ſhown thee what | 


Self is ; and what 'tis to Know Self : And have 
been uſing Arguments to preſs thee, and I have 
given thee Rules to know thy ſelf by ; and now 
thou fayeſt, what do I mean? why, I will tell 
thee; wheiiI lay, Doſt rhou know thy ſelf ? I ask, 
is Chr:5t in thee, Man, orno ? art thou able to 


ſay, he is i me, 'the holy heavenly Nature of 


Chriit is in me, the humble meek Spirit of Chriit 
is in me, the Kingdom of Chr:i#t is in me; Canft 


thou ſay ſo? or canlt not lay ſo? perhaps ſome of 
you may be convinced, I have not the Nature of | 


Chr:/i in me ; I have not the Spirit of Chriſt in me; 
the Kinsdon of Chrift in m2: Why? I will fay, 
Oh! thou Man ( wher: ever thou art) Fly, fly 
70 the City of Refuze, ieati che avenger of Blood 
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unto Self- Examination. 107 
over-take thee; for thou wilt certainly die, if 
thou doſt not fly to the City of refuge; fly to the 
Lord Feſws Chriſt by Faith and Prayer, pray him 
to take poſſeſſion of thy heart, to ſanctifie thy 
| heart, to give thee true taving Faith ; if thon doſt 
not, even the avenger of Blood will overtake 


; . thee, and thou muſt die the death ; if Chriſt is 


not in you, if Fajth is not in you, you are Repro- 
bates: Oh ! fly to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fly to 


| himin Prayer ; pray him to be merciful to you 


| Poor, blind, graceleſs Creature : Oh ! do thou 
King of Glory, enter into me, that I may ſay, 
; thou art zz 27, as well as others. 7 
; Andas for you that are the Lords people, that 
| walk in doubting, you that are the Children of 
|. light, that you ſhould not know your ſelves ! what 
| a ſhame is ic ? what have you been doing all your 
days? what, don't you know your hearts ? 'tis no 
wonder that the wicked ones of the Earth don*r 
| know their hearts; for, the God ' of this world 
| hath blinded them, but the Lord hath enlightned 
| you; they are aſleep, you are awake ; they are 
| dead, you are alive. A ſtrange thing ! that you 
| ſhould not know your hearts ! 

Why, But perhaps ( fay you) I ſpeak to you 
that are the Lords People, we do acknowledge, and 
 wonld take ſhame to our ſelves, 'tis our ſhame, we 
have examined our hearts, and don't know how 
| to paſs a judgment of our ſelves upon our elves, 
and what ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? we walk in 
confuſion all our days, we pray, and hear, and 


' watch, and mingle Sin with our Duties; what 
| hal 


"I 
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ſhall we do? we walk in the dark ; Why, my 
Brethren, ?tis a lamentable thing that you ſhould 
walk in the dark; 'tis a ſad thing that Chriſt 
ſhould bein you, and you not ſee him ; that you 
ſhould have \ach a rich Jewel of Faich and Grace, 
and ſhould not know that you have it; that God 
ſhould be robbed of the Glory of the Gift, and you 
of the Comfort of the Gift, is a ſad thing; and 


therefore you have cauſe to bewail it : ' But ſay w 


you, how ſhall we helpit ? why, I tell you, Exa- 
mine your ſelves; But ſay you, we have : I, but 
have you done it often ? have you done it daily ? 
is your eye continually upon your ſelves? are 


you often, are you daily, are you as it were hourly : 
makings ref-tinn nyo your own hearts and ways? 


Y 
4 


How is it now ? how does my heart ſtand to-| 
ward God in this ation ? have [ done well or ill? | 


and do you upon the trial find, that for the moſt 
part your hearts are ſincerely ſet upon Cod, upon 
Chriſt, and Grace, and you deſire nothing ſo 
much ? does your heart and conſcience give you 
an{werto this, that ?ris your general deſire topleaſe. 
God tn ail thines * Why ! why ſhouldſt thou 
doubt? why ſhouldſt thou ſcrupl>? Fleſh and 
Blood never put this in thee, this is not the Old 
Alan, this is the New Man , for the old Man is 
at enmity with God ? how comes it to pals, that ' 
thou art friends with God, and moſt of all de- ; 
firous to pleaſe him? this muſt needs be the New | 
#l1{.:n, 

But if thou liveſt in Sin, and loveſt it, and: 
pleaieft thy ielf init; and when chou haſt ſinned, 

Care. 
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careſt not for it, and troubleſt not thy ſelf for it; 
[this is an argument that the Devil hath blinded 
and ſeared thee, that the Devil hath ſet the black 
mark of Reprobation upon thee. 

But I ſpeak tothem that are otherwiſe. diſpo- 
ſed, who for every idle word they ſpeak, they 
are troubled, and for every vain thought they 
are grieved; that make it their buſineſs to keep 
their thoughts, words and actions, regulated by . 
the Word of God, this muſt be from above. 

But ſay you, Though I have taken a great deal 
of care about examining my ſelf ; I am not yet ſa- 
tified : Why, the Reaſon is, thou doft not earneſt- 
ly beg the Spirit that ſhould enlighten thee, and 
clear this up to thee : Alas ! if thou beareſt wit- 


| neſs of thy ſelf, thy witneſs will be falſe ; bur 


when there comes in a witneſs belide thy own 
Conſcience, and greater than thy own Conſcience, 
and that's the Spirit, and enlightneth thee, and 
ſhews the grace, the nature, Spirit, and Kingdom 


| of Chri#t in thee, and does firmly perlwade thee 


that thou art a Child of God ; then thou wilt nor 
doubt of it. 
Now. perhaps thou haſt not been earneſt with 


| Gad, to give thee that Spirit of ſealing, to bear 
; Witneſs that thou art a Son of God; or elle thou 
{ takeſt up with deſire of the Spirir of Sealing, 


and doſt neglect Examining ; or thou doſt exa- 
mine, and doit neglect praying for the Spirit of 
ſealing, and then 'ris no wonder that you are not 
iatisfied : Bur pur them both rogether, let ir be 
your work night and day to exam, and then 
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conſtantly pray to God for that Spirit that may 
ſeal you up to the day of redemption, that may bear 
witneſs with your ſpirits, that you are the Children 
of God : Oh ! what comfortable lives will you; 
live, when that great doubt is refolved; it will 
make Dutzes {weet to thee. ' F 

Firſt, Prayer, thou wilt go to God as a Child ro. ** 
a Father ; praying times will not be ſach burthen- 
{ome times as they ated to be ; thou wilt be cer- 
tain chou ſhalr be an{[wered, for God will deny his 
Children nothing that may be for their good ;. 
Oh! then, what a comfort is this, that when- h: 
ever you go to God, you may have what you| 
will of him. Ic will make hearing and reading 
{weet to thee; every promiſe that thou heareft 
or readeſt, thou wilt be able to fay, This is mine ; 
when thou readeſt of remiſſion of Sins, or Adop- c: 
tion; when thou readeſt or heareſt of Heaven, | , 
( or the like ) thou wilt be able to ſay, This Par- 
don is mine, this Adoption is mine ; this inheri- 
ance of the Saints in light, is mine. Oh! chat | ? 
for the future we may be more buſie in ſtudying | 
our own hearts, in ſeeing what the bent of them | 
is, whether it is God-wazd, or Devil-ward, Hea- | 
ven-ward, or Hell-ward ? that you and I may be 
more taken up in ſtudying our hearts, that ſo we | 


> eli. 0 Ta 


might not be Ignorant of our ſelves ; for 'tis a+ 
ſhame that we ſhould be ignorant of our ſelves; 
What , don't you know your ſelves ? ſaith the Apo- 
He, know you not your ſelves ? how! that Feſtus 
Chri#t 1s 1n you except you are Reprobates, 
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The ſecond Duty remains, which God hath 
boand you upto, wirh reſpect ro the two creat Con- 
cernments in the Text, to wit, of Faith's, and of 
Chriſt's being in you. 

The firſt Duty was, Know your ſelves; endea- 
vour ro know whether Chriit be in you, whether 


The ſecond is, Fxamine your Selves, that you 
mipht come to the knowledge of your ſclves. 
I would ſpeak now to your great Duty of Exa- 


 mmation. 


It is your Duty to have Ciriſt in you, and to 
have Faith in you. 

Secondly, ?Tis your Duty to Low that Chriſt 
75 in you, and that Farth is in you. 

Thirdly, It is your Duty, That you ſhould Exa- 
mine your ſelves, that you might know whether 
Faith be in you ? and whether Chriſt be in you? 
Examine your ſelves, prove your ſelves, know you 
not your own ſelves? what, are you ignoraut of 
your {elves, as to thele matters of which I ipeak ? 
that is, whether you are Believers or no? whe- 
ther you are Chriſtians or no ? whether you are 
ſo in truth ? whether you are io in reality ? 


The Doedr:inec ſhall be this ; 

That the only ordinary means of coming to a Cer- 
tain knowledge,whether Jeſus Chriſt be in 15, whether 
Fazth is in us, to kyow whether we ſhall be ſaved or 
damned ? the only ordinary means to know this, it 
15, by Examining of our ſelves. 

"That's the Leſſon: that I would teach-you; that's 


I12 A Serious Exhortation * 


the meaning of the Do&#rine, I would teach you, 
this Leſſon, That the only ordinary means tof 
know, whether Chriſt is in us, and whether Fait 
isin us , and fo-whether we are in a ſtate of Sal 
vation or Damnation; zt is by Examining our 
ſelves. | | 

Surely,there are none here thatdo believe there 
is an Eternity of Life, and an Eternity of Death, 
but would be: glad to kyow whether of theſe is your 
lot ; whether ( if you ſhould die ) you ſhould be 
{aved,or whether youſhould be damned? I tell you, 
if you would know that, you muſt ask, Do I be- 
lieve or not ? us Chriſt in me or not ? does Chriſt 
awell in me, or the Devil ? If Chriſt dwell inthee, 
thou ſhalc be ſaved ; if he liveth in thee by Faith, 
thou ſhalt be ſaved; bur if not, if thou dieſt 
without him, thou ſhalt be damned. 

But ſay you, May we come to a certainty ef this, 
to know whether Chriſt be in 15 or no? Yes; how 
ſhall we come to know it? why, by Examining of 
your ſelves; if you would know it, you muſt ſet 
your ſelves ro this Duty of Self- Examination ; 
try your ſelves throughly, whether Chriit be in} 

on or no, and then you ſhall eaiily know whe-| 
ther you ſhall go to Heaven or Hell. 

| lay it is the only Ordinary means of knowing 
whether we have Faith or no, whether we have 
Chriſt orno? 

I know there is an Extraordinary way of reveal- 
Wl! ing this, bur ir 1s very rare; for Daniel had it 
By revealed to him extraordinarily, that he was a man 


beloved of God ; thai's the greatck nz you are en- 
Quiring | 
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 quiring after : May I be fre that I am beloved 


of God ? you ſhall ſee God reveals it to Daniel 
extraordinarily by an Angel; Dan. 9. 22. Ga- 


briel came to him, (ver. 21.) that was the Angel 


of the Lord, And he informed me, and talked with 
me; thus the Angel did; and ſaid, O Daniel, I 
am now come forth to give thee 5kill and underſtand- 
ing. At the beginning of thy ſupplications the 
commandment came forth, and I am come to ſhew 
thee + for thou art greatly beloved : Oh ! what a 
heart-gladding meſſage would this be , if God. 
ſhould ſend an Angel from Heaven to tel] you, you 
are Men and Women greatly beloved; if an An- 
gel ſhould come into your room when you have 
been at Prayer, as Daniel was, and laying open 
your caſes to the Lord with ſighs and tears, and 
for an Angel to come and ſay,, O Man! O Wo- 
man ! greatly beloved : now Daniel was certain 
God loved him, becauſe it was extraordinarily 
revealed tohim. And fo Pax! might know that 
he wasan Elect Veſlel, from an extraordinary re- 
velation, ( but now God does not deal with his 
People after this manner.) Paul might haveknown 
that by Annanias, for Feſus Chriſt told him that 
Paul was an Elect, choſen Veſſel, a precious 
Veſlel, As 9. 15. the Lord ſending Annanias 
to Paul, for Pau! was juſt now Converted 3 An- 
arias made ſome ſtick at going, for he heard 
that Pax was a great Perſecutor ; why, faith the 
Lord to him, to take away his ſcruple, Go thy 
way : for he is a choſen veſſel unto me : now here 


God revealed it from Heaven unto Annaziasy 
[ vho 
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114 A Serious Exhortation 
who might very well have told Paul of it, might 


' have acquainted Paul what God faid. 


Burt fayeſt thou, God never ſaid ſo to me, that 
I was a choſen veſſel ; we never had an Angel ſent 
co tell us, that we are Men as Daniel, greatly be- 


: Joved of the Lord ; why, though we have not 


had this extraordinary way of revealing this great 
ſecret tous; yet | tel} you, there is an ordinariry 
way by which God hath appointed, that we may 
all of us come to the knowledge of it. | 

Wouldft thou know whether thou art greatly 
beloved of the Lord , whether thou art a choſen 
Veſſel? why, Examine thy ſelf, prove thy ſelf ; 
this is the ordinary way. 

By a ſerious, through, ſtrict examination of our 
ſelves, we may all come to know whether Chriſt 
is in as, whether Faith js in us or no? whether 
we are Believers or Unbelievers? and ſo whether 
we are in a ftate of Salvation or Damnation ? 
whether if we ſhould die this night, before the Sun 
ſhine again upon us, whether we ſhall go to Hea- 
ven or Hell ? 

God can, if he will, reveal this to you from 
Heaven, by an extraordinary manner; 1o if he 
would he could feed you as he did 1ſrael, with 


- Manna, without your plowing, lowing, reaping, 


and the like : Bur God won't give you your 
Bread without plowing, ſowing, reaping, toyl- 
ing and {weating. So God will make you work 


with him for Grace ; and make you work with 


him to find out whether you have Grace. 'He | 


could give thee Grace without thy doing, as it 
| BIR: were, 


——_— 


. 
AST "RR = © 7 a " "TR "Tl A. @ AM bh. a 


MON... FED. 1 ER. SER. FE, a. , 


unto Self- Examination. I15 
were, any thing 3 and when thou haſt it, he 
could make thee know it : But he will make thee 
to examine thy ſelf, ts prove thy ſelf,, and bring 


thy ſelf to the Touch-ſtone, and throw thy ſelf 


and all thy ways to the Fan to winnow thee, to 
ſee . a difference between the Chaff and Wheat 
that is in thee ; he will make thee take pains for 
it. This is the ordinary way whereby thou mayeſt 


| know what condition thou art in. 


Theſe things I ſhall ſpeak to in opening of it. 
Firſt, 7 ſhall ſhow you the Reaſons for which, I ſay, 


tis your Duty to exaimine your ſelves. 
Secondly, 7 ſhall ſhow you the Rules by which you 
ought to examine your ſelves, to meaſure your 
_ ſelves. — 
Thirdly, 7 ſhall ſhow you the Fit Times, and Sea- 
| ſons, and Opportunities of trying, and proving, 
and examining your ſelves ; all times are not 
alike to try your ſelves. _ 
Fourthly, 7 ſhall ſhow you after what Manner you 
ſhould Apply your ſelves to theſe Rules, that you 
might come to the knowledge of your ſelves. 


Firſt, For the Reaſons of the Point. But is it 
our Duty to examine our ſelves ? Yes z why zs it 
/o ? The firſt is from Gods commandment ; God 
Fl have it ſo. | 

Why, you read that the Apoſtle biddeth you 
examine your ſelves; but whatever the Apoſtle bid- 


deth you do, you muſt ſuppole God bids you do ; 
- 12 for 
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for ?tis God ſpeaks by the Apoſtle ; the Holy 

Ghoſt faith ir it: 12 Apoſtle ; Examine your ſelves, | 
faith Paul; prove your ſelves, ſaith Paul; the mean- 

ml ing is, Examine your ſelves, faith God; Prove « 

=! ll your, ſelves, ſaith God. a | 

//'  Burfay you, IVhy will God have it ſo? (why, 

Gods Commenaments are all reaſonable Command- 

ments.) TI will tell you why , Becauſe you that 

are his Children, to whom he hath piven Grace, 

he would have you know it, thai you have Grace ; 

and why ſo? Itis for two Reaſons, Oneis for your 

Comfort, and the other for his Glory : God would 

not have you loſe the comfort of your Graces ; 

nor he would not loſe the glory of. your Grace. 

God hath, like a Father, ſecretly hung o) ing 

abour your neck, and bid you unbrace your ſelves; 

what to do ? that you might find that Jewel that he 

' hath hung there; becauſe while its hid and ſecrer, 

| _ youhan't the comfort of it;God han't thepraiſe of ir. 

'1 O won't you unbrace your ſelves, uabutton 

|| | yourſelves, to ſee whether God hath hung that 

ſj Jewelthereorno? whether Chriſt is there orno ? 

Wil! whether Faith is there or no? I tell thee, it isa 

i! Tewel more worth than a World. Alas ! there 

lll! are many of you go mourning and pining, as 

ij though God had done nothing for you ; alas ! 1c 

| isa miſtake, God hath done a great deal for you. | 
!' Butyon won't take the pains to ſee what he hath 
W' done for you; you won't bring your ſelves to the 
ſl trial : Oh ! how much honour does God lole ! his 

People are always crying for Grace, and Love, 

and Favour, and God hath given it them, and they 
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| never give him praiſe. No wonder then, that 
' God commands thee to examrne thy ſelf, to try thy 
ſelf. Well, that's one Reaſon. 


Secondly, Another Reaſon why you ſhould 
examine your ſelves, tolee whether you have Faith 
orno ; to ſee whether you have Chriſt in you or 
no ; 1s, becauſe of the great advantage you may 
have by it, peace, quiet, and ſettlement. 

But how to? why, thus ; when once you are 


afſared that you have Faith, and that you have 


Chriſt , and that you have Grace, your minds 
won't only be ſatisfied as to that; but your minds 
will be ſatisfied as ro many other things of great 
1mportance ; as what ? As concerning the Goſpel 
that you have heard, and the Miniſters that you 
hear, and the Ordinances that you enjoy, whe- 
cher they are indeed of Chriſt? why, how will 
the knowledge of my elf, that I have Faith, and 


that | have Chriit, ſettle me, as to them? why, 


thus, when thou knoweſt that thou haſt Faith, 
and that thou haſt Chriſt, thou wilt ſay , how 
came I to this Faith, and how came 1 to this 
Chriſt ? and thou findeſt thou haſt received Chriſt 
by attending upon the preaching of the Gospel of © 
Chriit, by lying under the Miniſtry of Chriſt, 
by enjoying and uſing the Ordinances of Chri#+ , 
I came to have Faith and Chriſt; I ſay, by 
theſe means, What follows then? then I am 
{ure the Goſpel I hear is a true Goſpel, and the 
Miniſtry I hear 1s a true Miniſtry, and the Or- 
dinances I uſe are true Ordinances. And what's 
the ule of this ? this would ſettle thee, when ma- 
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_ ny cry, here is Chriſt, and there is Chriſt ; and 


A Serious Exhortation 


here is Chriſts Miniſtry, and there is Chriſts Mi- 
niſtry ; and here's Chriſts ordinances, and there's 
Chriſts ordinances. 

Now this would ſettle thee, haſt thou Chriſt 
in thee? is his Nature in thee? is his Kingdom 
in thee ? haſt thou been zew born in this way ? 
this ſettleth thee; let the World go which way 
it will, I am ſure I am right; Why ? why ! be- 
caule | have got Chriſt here, I have got Faith 
here, I am ſure I am right. | : 

And it is this way that the Apoſtle goes to prove 
himſelf an Apoſtle, and that the Goſpel he taught 


Ta 4 true Goſpel ; they queſtioned his Apoſtle- 


ſhip; why, faith he to them in this Epiſtle, fince 
you leek a proof of Chriits ſpeaking in me; you 
pnt me to prove, whether Chriſt ſpeaks by me ? 
whether I am an Apoſtle ſent by Chriſt ? whether 
] preach the true Goſpel or no? you put me to 
prove my Miniſtry ; pray prove your ſelves, is 
Chriſt in you? is Faith in yon? if you have 
Faith, if you have Chriſt , you had them by the 
Goſpel I preached; and if you had them by the 
Goſpel | preached, then my Goſpel is of Chriſt, 
and then / am a Miniſter of Chriſt. 

And would you know the Reaſon why ſo many 
run off to another Goſpel, and another Chriſt, 


. and hear of another Chriſt within them ( as ſome 


of them do exclude him without them )) they are 
unſettled poor Creatures, and know not what to 
do; What's the reaſon of it? alas ! they don't 
know themſelves ; had they known that Chriſt was 
| in 
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li- / have been moved or ſtirred by that Doctrine. 


Chriſt ſaith, 1f any man do my will, he ſhall 
know whether my Doftrine be from above. When 
thou comeſt to find that rhis Doctrine throws down 
the Kingdom of Satan, and ſets up the Kingdom of 
Chri#t ; throws down Sin in thee, and lets up 
Righceouſueſs, and thou feeleſt this in the power 
of it, then thou wilt conclude of 4 truth God 3s 
7n it ; for if he had not been in ir, it would ne- 
ver have worked this change upon my heart. 

. And by this very arpument, upon this very 
ground, the Apoſtle does ſeverely chide the Gala- 
zians for their liſtening unto, and hearkning to 
other kind of Teachers: He calls them fooliſh 
Galatians, Gal. 3. 1, 2. O fooliſh Galatians, who © 
hath betwitched you, that you ſhould not obey the 
truth, before whoſe eyes Feſus Chrift hath been evi- 
adently ſet forth, crucified among you ? What's the 
reaſon you are liſtening to another Goſpel ? ano- 
ther way of Juſtification ? another way of Salva- 
tion? what's the reaſon of it ? I would ask you 


but this one queſtion, Received ye the Spirit by the 


works of the Law,or by the hearing of Faith? you are 
queſtioning whether you ſhould cloſe with theFews, 
or come off from them, to a pure Golpel-ſtare, 
by believing a Juſtification by Faith ? you know 
not whereto lettle : I ask you this queſtion, you 
all pretend to have the Spirir of God; pray tell 
me how you came to have the Spirit of God ? not 
only the ordinary Graces, but the extraordinary 
gifts of working Miracles, and the like ? did you 
L 4 receive 


| in them, and that Faith was in them, they would not 
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"x20 A Serious Exhortation 
receive it by the works of the Law, or by the hearing. 


of the Goſpel? if you received it by the Miniftry 
of the Goipel, why do you turn back again to the 
Law ? So ſay I, haſt thou Chriſt in thee ? doſt 
thou live a life, not of Senſe, but of Faith in the 
Son of God ? how cameſt thou to this? Why, 
fay you, by the miniſtry of the Gofpel : Didſt thou 
meet with Chriſt there ? didſt thou obtain Faith 
there ? never more ſcruple, whether that Goſpelis 
of Chriſt, whether that Miniſtry is of Chriſt, whe- 
ther thoſe Ordinances are of Chriſt ? for if they 
were not of Chriſt, Chriſt would not enter into 
thy Soul by them. 

Thus you ſee how to come to Settlement, I 
am ſure] am in the right, whoever is wrong ; I 
am in a way wherein I have met Chriſt, wherein 
my heart hath, been changed. 

Well, there's a Third Reaſor, why you ſhould 
examine your ſelves, whether you have Faith or no? 
whether you have Chriſt or no ? And that's this, Be- 
cauſe there are very few that have Christ, and 
that have Faith in them : Therefore you ought to 
enquire, my Brethren , If all Men did believe, 
and all Men had Chriſt in chem, there needed no 
Examining your ſelves, whether Chriſt were in you - 
as generally all Men have Eyes in their heads, and 
Noles on their Faces; they need not ſpend much 
time to examine whether they have theſe things; 
every body hath them.  _ 

7, Bur when they are but few that have, and 
it is a danger to be without, then 'tis good 19 
prove your felves, Chriſt s flock, is 4 little foes 
| on, 
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7 "unto Self- Examinatioz. - T2x 
and there is none have Chriſt in them, and Faith 
in them, but this little flock, many are cated, but 
few are choſen : there are none but the choſen ones 
| have Chriſt in them. There is an opinion in che 
| World, that Chriſt 5 in every,man ; Truly if that 
; Doftrine was true, the a need not bid men 
' examine themſelves , whether Chriſt was in them? 
faith he, :f Chriſt 3s not in you, you are Reprobates : 
therefore Chriſt ot in every one ; for the gene- 
raliry of the Work are Reprobates, therefore 
the generality of the World are without Chriſt : 
The Apoſtle would not have ſpent his breath in 
vain, to ſay, i Chriſt in you ? for he is no Repro- 
bate that is in a ſaving way. 

4. Well, There's another . Reaſon, Examine 
your ſelves; Why? why | becauſe the Devil 
| world not have you dot z 1 would have you do 
| itto croſs the Devi/ : But ſay you, world you have 
' 25 doit tobecroſs? No, not barely to be crols ; 
' butif you ſee that the Devi! would not have you 
| doit, you may gueſs why he would not have you. 

| The Dev), if you are Children of God, would 
not have you examine your ſelves, becauſe he would 
| - rot have you know that you are Children of God. 
So, if you are wicked Men, he, would not have 
you examine your ſelves, becauſe he would not have 
you know that you are wicked men. As firſt, If 
you are Children of God, he would Not have you 
examine your ſelves : If he could, you ſhould not 
have been Children, bur that he could not help ; 
but now you are Children he would keep you 77 rhe 
dark; he will endeavour to ſpoil your comfort by 
a forming 
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122 A Serious Exhortation- 


forming Indictments againſt you ;- that you are'y 
Hypocrites, that there's nothing of Faith and 


Chriſtin you : Now if thou knoweft that Chriſt 
is in thee, thar Faith is in thee, thou wouldſt cone 


found him 3. he does not know what to do with | 


one thatis a Child of God, and that. knows he is 


a Child of God: And, :f thou art a wicked man, 


be would not have thee examine thy ſelf, becauſe | 


he would not have thee know, 
ed man ; and therefore it is WW, The God of this 
World, that's the Devil, hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, leſt the light of the plo- 
rious GoFpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, 

ould ſhine into them. Oh! he can't endure that 
you ſhould know what you are ; thinks he, if I 
did but let them know what a Maſter they ſerve, 
I ſhould affright them all away, they would all 
run away from me; therefore I muſt not give 
them time to think of 'it: he can't endure that 
any ſhould know that . they are ſerving the 
Devil, that they are th Children of the Devil, 
for he knows that would affright them : Alas! 
my Brethren , This is the way the Devil. 
goes, he puts out your eyes, and cauſes you to 
grinde, as the Phil:ſtims did to Sampſon ; and lo 
he keeps you running round the Mill of Sin and 


Wickedneſs; and what wages (hall you have? - 


why, no other than himſelf hath, and that's Dam- 
nation. 

Oh ! therefore all you that hear me this day, 
ſet ro examine your ſelves, whether Chriſt be in 
you or no? whether Faith be in you or no? be- 

cauſe 
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unto Self-E xamination. 123 
re's cauſe the Devil would not have you do it, for you 
1d } know he is an enemy to Mankind, and whatſoever 
iſt | he cemptethi'to, is for your loſs; therefore: exa. 
= | nine your ſelves. E 4 
th ' 5. Another Reaſon why you ſhould; examine 
is 'your ſelves, is this, Becauſe 3t 15 an eaſie: thing to 
7, miſtake z you: may think -that you have Chriſt, 
le | and think that you have Faith, when 'tis no ſuch 
©- | matter, thou mayelt be deceived; I tell you, it 
& | is with thethings of the Goſpel, as it is with Mo- 
s | ney that goes; the King hath his Money, his 
- | Stamp, this is his Coyn, this is his Money, but 
> | thereare a great many Cheats in the World, and 
t | they have a counterfeit Stamp, and put off a 
[| great deal of Braſs Coyn, and Copper Coyn ; So 
there are a great many - precious Truths in the 
| | Kingdom of God, and there is not oneof them 
* | but the Devil hath a falſe Stamp to anſwer. Hath 
| God his Chriſt to hold out ? the Devil hath his 
Chriſt to hold out ;. hath God his Spirit to hold 
out? the Devil hath his Spirit to hold out ; Hath 
God his Goſpel to preach ? the Devil hath his 
Goſpel to preach : Hath God his precious Faith 
for his Sajnts ? the Devil hath his Faith to propoſe 
to his Saints.: So that there is not one piece of 
Money, as it were, inthe Kingdom of God, but 
the Devil hath counterfeited them all. See a place 
for this, you have them altogether 2 Cor. 11, 3, 4. 
But I fear leſt by any means, as the Serpent begutl- 
ed Eve through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhewld be 
corrupted from the ſimplicity that 153n Chirſt, From 
the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt ; that is, from "ole 

| plain 
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124 A Serious Exhortation 


plain Traths that you have learned from Chriſt ; | 


as the Serpent beguiled Eve: he ſetceth. upon the q_ 


weak-'ones, I am afraid leſt he corrupt you, - leſt 
he deceive you; Why, how ? by: putting falſe 


Money-upon you; by putting another Chriſt upon | 


you, and another Spirit upon. you, and another 


Gofpel upon you ; :v#r. 24. For if he that cometh, 


preacheth another Jeſus ; here's the Serpent, | the | 
Devil hath another Jeſus, preachech another: Je- | 
ſus, whom we have not preached ; the Devil hath 
his .Jelus; or '('faith he) if you receive another | 
ſpirit, which you have not received ;; here's ano- | 


ther Spirit too,- another Jeſus,::and another Holy 
Ghoſt the Devil had-publiſhed, and another Spt- 
rit, becauſe the Churches did fo talk of the Spi- 
rit ; Ay,and faiththe Devil, I will havea Spirit too, 
and another Goſpel which ye bave not accepted : 


Here God hath his Chriſt, and his Spirit, and his | 


Goſpel ; but ( faith he) take heed the Devil does 
not deceive you, for he hath another Chriſt, and 
another Spirit, another Goſpel, but 'tis a ſtrange 
Goſpel; ye might well bear with him; that word 


him, is not in the Original. If you can bear them | 


that bring you another Jeſus, another Spirit, ano- 
ther Goſpel, you may wel! bear with me, you may 
well hear the Truthgif you can hear falſe Teachers, 
you may well hear me. Would you know whe- 
ther Chriſt be in you, be ſure examine your ſelves 
throughly, leſt you have a falſe Chrift in you? 
Would you examine your ſelves, whether you 
have the Spirit of Chrif in you ? look it be not 
a falſe Spirit; and whether you have obeyed the 


rrue Goſpel ? You 
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'J 
he You had need examine your ſelves, whether the 
lt | true Chriſt be in you : if any one bids you examine 
ſe | your ſelves for fach a Chriſts being in. you that is 
MN { in every man, that's zor'the rrue Chriſt, for Chriſt 
er is not in a Reprobate. 
D, Or if any one bring you anether Goel; a 
Ie | Goſpel ! what's that ? 2 Dofrine ſhowing you 4 
2- | Way to efcape Hell, and bring you to eternal Life. 
h | Now the DoGtrine that we preach is this, That 
Y | God will juſtifie through Faith, not by Works, leaſt 
)- | any ſhould boaſt. If any come to teach you that 
| there is no way of obtaining favour with God 
| without perfe&t Holineſs, without perfect Grace, 
- | this ts another Goſpel, it is not the Goſpel thar 
» | Chriſt preached 3; He preached, Whoſoever be- 
* | lieveth ſhall be ſaved ; wheſeever believeth not, ſhall 
3 | be damned: And the Goſpel that the Apoſtles 
; | preached was a way of Juſtification 12 the blood of 
| | Feſws. Therefore examine your ſelves whether 
| Chriſt be in you? whether the true Chrift be in 
you? whether you have obeyed the true Goſpel 
or no ? | | 
| And again, There are many prophane ones think, 

Chriſt 15 in them, and that they are believers, and 
are not ; for it is Satan that is in them; there's 
not one of you but you hope to be ſaved ; bur 
how ? why, fay you, by Faith : Why, if Faitn- 
is in thee, Chriſt is in thee; and char Chriſt may 
dwell in your hearts by Fairh. Doſt thou think. 
that Chriſt is in thee? that Chriſt goes with thee to 
an Ale-houſe to be drunk? when thou art ſwearing 
and curſing, lying and cheating, and fcoffing ar. 
Holinel(s? 
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126 A Serious Exhortation 


Holineſs ? Oh ! deceive not thy ſelf, God 5s not 


mocked ; mock not thy ſelf : If Chr:/# be in thee, 
thou haſt a new Nature, a heavenly Nature, thou 


feareF#t the Lord, and keepeſt his Commandments. _ | 

Now, ſay you, How ? How ſball we examine 
our ſelves > How, or by what Rule ſhall we Exa- : 
mine, that we may know whether we have Faith, | 


and whether we have Chriſt ? 

The firſt Rule by which I would have you 
meaſure your ſelves, u the Word of God : the gol- 
aen Reed that was in the hand of the Angel to mea- 
ſare the new Feruſalem; that is, to meaſure the 
Inhabitants of it. Would you know your hearts, 
what hearts you have ? bring them to the Word. 
Would you know what Actions you have, and 
what the natures of them are ? bring them to the 
Word ; Bring them all to the Word; try them by 
the Word, examine them by the Word, and you 
ſhall know whether they are gracious or carnal 
Hearts, whether your Lives are holy or wicked 
lives? Bring your thoughts and attions to this 
Word, and compare them together, #& my heart 
like this Word ? are my attions like this Word? 

This is a Rule that David of old does direct 
to, for cleanſing of our ſelves : and not only 1o, 
but likewiſe to kxow whether we are cleanſed, Plal. 
119. 9. WWherewith? (here's a queſtion now, ) 

Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? And 
I put another queſtion, How ſhall a young or old 
man kzwow when his way is cleanſed? The anſwer 


is, He may come to cleanle his way by raking heed 
thereto according te thy Iiord : that is, Wouldft 


thou 
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unto Self- Examination. I27 


on come to mend thy heart, if thou art an un- 
regerate man ? Take the Bible, and when thou 
haſt it read it, and when thou haſt read, put the 


queſtion to thy ſelf; 5s my beart and life like this 
! ord? dol live as God here commands me ? 
| take thy heart, words and attions, and compare 
' them to the Word, and what thou findeſt amiſs, 


mend. 


Now, if thou art one that doſt bring thy heart 
and life to the Word, and findeſt that thy heart and 
life, and the Word do agree, thou mayeſt con- 
clude that thon haſt a heart after the heart of God; 
that is, after the revelations of the will of God, If 
thy heart and this Bzble keep tune, never queſti- 


_ onit : If thy heart and Conſcience does ſay, that 


thou to the utmoſt of thy power doſt do every 
thing that God commands thee, atid abſtaineſt 
from every thing that he forbids thee; then thou 
art a clean Man, then thou haſt Chriſt, then thou 
haſt Faith, then thou haſt the Spirit, then thou 
haſt all ; but when thou findeſt thy heart and this 
Bible does not agree, when thou art ready to ſay 
of the Word, as Abab of Micaiah, I care not 
to hear that Prophet, for he ſpeaks no good of me ; 
when thou careſ# not to read the Bible, becaule it 
ſpeaks no good of thee, thou art naught, thou art 
ſtark naught, conclude ir lo: And never be at 
reſt till thou art able to read the Scriprure with com- 
fort and juy , and endeavour lo to liye, that never ' 
a Commandment in the Bible may ſay, thou haft 
broken me, thac when thow readeſt, Repent ; 
I thank, God that hath grven me 10 repent. 
Believe! 


> ' 
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Believe! I thank God that hath given me toj 


believe. Adorrifie the Fleſh. I thank God that 
hath given me by the Spirit to mortifie the deeds 
of the Body. But when Commandments fly in 
your faces, and ſay, You have broken me; and 
Promiles fly in your face, and ſay, you have no- 
thing to do with ne; then your caſe is not right. 
You ought to try your ſelves by the Word of 
God, becauſe it is by Fames compared to a Look- 
ing-Glaſs, whereby thou mayeſt know what a 


eart thou haſt; whether a clean heart, or a| 


foul? a hard heart, or a ſoft heart ? Fames 1. 
22.234 24. Be ye doers of the word, and not hear- 
ers only, deceiving your own ſelves. For if any be 
a hearer of the word, and not a deer, he is like un- 
to 4 man beholding his natural face in a Glaſs : For 
he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth his way, and ftraight- 
way forgets what manner of man he was. Be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own ſelves. That is, obey the Word as well as 
hear the Word; there areſome hundreds do hear 
me this day, but God knows how few will do 


what they hear. For rf any be a hearer of the word, 


and not a doer,, he is like unto a man beholdins his 
natural face in the glaſs. For he beholdeth himſelf 
and goeth his way, and ftraightway forgeteth what 
manner of man he was, The meanings is, the Law 
of God, or the Golpel, is the Glaſs by which we 
may know our ſelves. Now ( faith ZFames) you 


know when one comes to the Glaſs ro ſee their 


face, ſome make ute of it, and others do not; 


_ 
# 


tome do fee their face dirty, and go and walh ir, 
| Or 
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unto Self-Examination 131 
or their Cloaths ont of place, and they put them 


_ right; others ſee that they are amiſs, and do not 


make uſe of it,. they don't mind it, but go away, 
forgetting what it was. | rae | 

| But now' (faith he ) thou oughteſt to look in- 
to the Glaſs, and. whatever thou ſeeſt amiſs, thou 
oughteſt to put ſtraight, and'co put it to rights ; 
as 'you would know what it is robe put tortghts, 
if you-would examine your ſelves. Tamſure, Drun- 
herd, thou wouldeſt eaſfily ſee that thou art out; 
And thou Swear, wouldit quickly ſee that thou 
art out : And thou: Prayerleſs Man, thou wouldſt 


fee thoſe great bloches in thy face ; and thou Xy- 


poorite, do but examine thy heart by che Word, 
and: bring thy thoaghts to obedience of it, and 
thou wilt find thatthqu art out... Read the Bible, 
and-take care to live, accordin to the Bible ; when 
you call your Son or Daughter, to read a Chap- 


ter, -your Son -careleſly readeth, and you care- 


leſty-hear ; whiles they are reading, thou ſhouldef 
be examining, 1s. my heart ſuitable to this word ? 
do T live thus as this Word commands ? or do T break. 
theſe commands? if. I do, Lord, belp me. to keep 
thy. Commandments ! This is the way.to read Scrip- - 
rure with profit ; Thi ts the way.to kgrow your ſelves 
by the Scripture. I TIE | 
Secondly, Examine your heart and life by the 
Life of God. This is a ſtrict Rule, and you 
muſt-endeavour tp, come as near to, God as you 
can, and there will be a great reſemblance be- 
tween your heart and life, and Gods Heart and 
Life, if you be trae Children:.of God. There 
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132 A: Serious Exhoytation 
fore followers of 'God, as deer Children : Be yelhL 
lowers of God: And Chriſt propoſeth that of his 
Father, as an example to us, ' 76## heavenly Father 
calferh bis Stre to; ſhine upon the wicked as well as 
the good, 4d his Rain to rain" upon the ground af the 


 withed"as well 25 bf the good': Now is God ſo good? 


be yon pood to your enemies © as he i perfelt;be 
phe ye is, be you Righteous ; 'ended- 
vour to be lik&G 6d; prove 'yowur- __ >| Why, 
how ſhall we ptovegur ſelves?, why, brinp-your 
heart and life to' the Hearr'and Life of God ; how 
do vou live? how'fs God ?*Ged'ts a holy God3 
artthou holy? Gods 's heuvenly God,” arr thou 
heavenly ? is'thy heart and'afections in Heaven ? 
God'is a righteous God, art'thouighteous ? God 
{5-2 God keepidg promiſe; d6ft thou keep i\pro- 
mile tnall thy dtalfigs with Men?God is a loving 
God; do'youoye: your enetfiies/? 'be ye followers 
of 'Gvd ; do yeu follow God th your drunkeniefs, 
ancleanneſs, Sabbath-breakinp, and ſach wicked- 
neſſs? does theſe things nlake'you like God ? 
how can yo think it without Blaſphemy ! + 

2 Fhirdly, Exahmime your ſelves oy the Life of 
Ebri# ; (lay you') you give us ftreight Rules 5 
If I ſhould nort,if I ſhould pive you crooked Rules, 
-ou | might approve of the crookedneſs in your 
elves. I fay;' Thradly, Examine your ſelves by 
the Life of Chri#F : Chriſt hath bid as learn of him, 
Math. 11.29. Take my yoke nyon you, arid learn 
of me, for I am meek, and lowly 3n heart. Learn 
of me, take 'me for thy Rule; 'take me for thy 


VEE 


unto Self-Examination. 135 
good People about me ? but ask thy ſelf, What am 
1 when I have the wicked about: me, what am I 
then? There are ſome pretty good with the 
good, but ſtark naught with the bad : They will 
ſpeak for Religion, and countenance Religion 
when they are in the company of. Religious peo- 
ple ; -but they will drink and be drunk. and com- 
mit-all manner of wickedneſs amongſt the wick- 
ed and ſcoffers at Religion. Oh! examine thy 
ſelf as to this, for if Chriſt isin thee, he is in thee 
every where, inall Company : When the Wick- 
ed wat by (faith David) I held my tongue and re- 
garded them not ; but ſaid, Lord, teach me to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart roWiſdom : 
His mind was upon his latter end, though theirs 
was not. 

I don't ſay,. run into all Company to try what 
you are, but when it does 1o fall out that thou art 
in their Company, how is ic with thee ? dareſt 
thou rather offend them than offend God, and 
trouble thy Conſcience ? | 

Secondly, Another thing that you ſhould exa- 
mine your ſelves with reſpect unto, is the Place 
thon art in ; What am I in ſome places ? thou mayſt 
be tolerable good before Folks, but what am I 
when no eye ſees me bur God? thou art like a 
Saint before folks, but a Dev4l in ſecret : But ask 
thy ſelf, what am | in all company and in all places? 
Do I fear the Lord im every oe ? do | love the 
Lord in every place ? dol love to keep his Com- 
mandments in all places? Oh! What do yoa ſay 
co this, you ſecret Whoremongers ! thar carry 
Do fair 


A Serious Exhortation 
' is fach an expreſſion in E 15. Be ye thine 
fore followers of 'God, as OS "4 yell 
lowers of God : And Chriſt propofeth oi " his 
Father, as an example to us, ' T0u# heavenly Father 
caufeth bis Smre ro ſhine upon " thi wicked as well as 
the good, ard” his Rain to Taſh upon the ground of the 
withid'as well as bf the good + Now! is God fo yr 
be you good to your cotitiey' us he is perfelt;be 
you perfett ;'"'that -is, be you' "Righteous ; 'ended> 
vour t0 be like” God; prove 'your- ſelves ; | Why, 
how ſhall we phovecur ſelves? 2? why, brinp-your 
heart and life to' the Heart'and Life of God ; how 
do vou live?- how'ts God ?*Ged'ts a holy God1 
artthou holy'?: God's 's hedventy God, aovitho 
hedveily ? is thy heart and' affections in | Heaven'? 
God is a righteous God, art'thou'righteous ? God 
{5a God hep Frag pro promiſe; -d6ft thou keep ipro- 
miile in all thy fealings with Men? God is a loving | 
God; do: Vhulote Font enethies/? 'be ye followers 
of God 3 do you follow God your drunkeniſefs, 
ancleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, ahd ſach wieled- | 
nefſes? does theſe things rake: you like'Gdd ? 
how can yoathink? it without Blaſphemy ! | 
Thirdly, Examine your ſelves by "4 Life of 
Chr#ft ; ( fay:you') you give 1d ftres br Rules ; 
If 1 ſhould dy I ſhould _ you- eokes Rules, 
'ou | might approve of the crookedneſs in-'your 
elves: I ſay; Thrdly, Examine your ſelves by 
the Life of Chri#F : Chriſt hath bid us learn of him, 
Math. 11.29. Take my yoke npon You, and learn 
of me, for I am meek "4 lowly in heart. Learn. 
of ME take me for thy Rule; take me for ty 
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unto Self- Examination. 1332 
Example; Wouldſt thou know whether thou. art © 
a Child of God, a Son of God, as Iam ? live as 
T live; Now come bring thy froward heart to Fe- 
ſus Chriſts, and compare it with Chuiſt's: When 
thou art all of a fome with anger and rage: Qh! 
think of Chriſt: Would Chriſt have been fo fall 
of wrath, ſo full-of rage? where's the meeknels 
of. Chriſt ? where's the humilicy of Jetus Chriſt ? 
Believe it, you will never conclude cerrainly, that 
Chriſt is in you, til] you ſee a reſemblance berween 
Feſus ChriSt and you in this particular : I lay, in this 
particular of meekneſs and humility, thou wilc 
never certainly conclude that Jelus Chrilt is form- 
ed in thee. 2, 

_ And Fourthly, Worldf? thon examine thy ſelf,cx- 
amine thy ſelf by the Lives of the Saints, the Holy 
ones : This is a Rule, bur 'tis a weak one, and 
therefore | muſt pive it you with a Limitation as. 
the Apoſtle hath. Take pattern by the beſt Men 
and Women that you know about you, and follow 

. them; bur not fully ; folow them no farther than 
they follow Chriſt : But if thou ſeeſt them follow 
Chriſt, follow them ; if thou leet them hamble, 
take them for thy example ; doſt thoa ſee any of 
them more meek in {ſpirit under tempcration to 
paſſion, think with thy telf, why can't I rake In- 
juries as well as him ? Meeknets becomes him, it 
would become me : Take chem for thy patcern ; 
Are they fairer in their dealings ? be thou ſo; 
doſt thou hear them pray in their Families, and ſee 
them keep Sabbaths, and inſtru:t Children ? why 
ſhould not I do as they do ? Take them for thy 
pattern. - WS 


134 A Serious Exhortition 
' Take this Rule with a Command and a Limita- 
2ron ; the Command in Phil.3. 17. There's the 
Command, there's the Rale : Brethren, be followers 
of me, and mark them which walk, ſo, as you have 
1 for an example : Follow me, and the Charches, 
that walk as | do; be ye followers of me, and 
mark them that live as I live, having me for an 
example, that is, in all Faith, all patience, all rem- 
perance, and in all ſobriety, and in all zeal for 
Gods glory. 
Follow the Lords People, take them for an ex- 
ample : But now take it with a Limitation, in 
CEE 11.1; Be a followers of me, even as I alſo 


«in of Chriſt ;, as | am of Chriſt, I follow Chriſt ; 


follow you me as | follow Chriſt: Bur if you ſee 
me do any thing that does not fuit my pattern, if 


you ſee me ſtep in any way and path that I have 
nor Chriſt to have gone in before me, don't fol- 
low me; follow me no farther than I follow 
Chriſt. 

Well, But becauſe that all Times and Seaſons 
arcnot ſo fit for us to take knowledge of our ſelves, 
[ would have you more particularly obſerve your . 
ſelves, and try your ſelves in theſe three or four 
Reſpects. | | 

Firſt, Try your ſelves as to all Company you 
come into, that's a good time : Now tome of you 
in good Company, you are pretty good ; but 
bring you inro bad Company, and you are ſtark 
naught: Wouldſt thou know thy ſelf ? ask thy 
telf this Queſtion, IVhat am I in all Company ? 
don ack thy felf, what am'I when I have got 
| good 
bu 2 . 


unto Self-Examination. 135 "3x 
good People about me ? but ask thy ſelf, What am 
1 when I have the wicked about: me, what am [I 
then? There are ſome pretty good with the 
good, but ſtark naught with the bad : They will 
ſpeak for Religion ,, and countenance Religion 
when they are in the company of. Religious peo- 
ple ; but they will drink and be drunk, and com- 
- mit-all manner of wickedneſs amongſt the wick- 
ed and ſcoffers at Religion. Oh! examine thy 
ſelf as to this, for if Chriſt isin thee, he is in thee 
every where, in all Company : When the Wick- 
ed wa: by ( laith David) I held my tongue and re- 
garded them not ; but ſaid, Lord, teach me to num- 
ber my days, that I may apply my heart to Wiſdom : 
His mind was upon his latter end, though theirs 
Was not. 

I don't ſay,. run into all Company to try what 
you are, but when ir does 1o fall out that thou arr 
in their Company, how is ic with thee ? dareſt 
thou rather offend them than offend God, and 
trouble thy Conſcience ? 

Secondly, Another thing that you ſhould exa- 
mine your ſelves with reſpect unto, is the Place 
thou art in ; What am I in ſome places ? thou mayſt 
be tolerable good before Folks, but what am [ 
when no eye ſees me bur God? thou art like a 
Saint before folks, but a Devil in ſecret : But ask 
thy ſelf, what am 1 in all company and in all places? 
Do I fear the Lord in every place ? do | love the 
Lord in every place ? dol love to keep his Com- 
mandments in all places? Oh! What do you lay 
co this, you ſecrer Whoremongers ! thar carry 

MY fair 


136 A Serious Exhottition 
fir faces at home, but art thow'fs' when thou art 
in ſecret, Man ? 'Deceive ndt' thyſelf; dof thin 
not kyow thy felf ? if thou doſt not, God knows 
thee, and Confcience will figd thee out :* What 
art thou in all places? if thou att atrue Saint, thou 
art a Saint in every place. | 

Thirdly, Examine thy ſelf ,Wouldſt thon know 
thy ſelf, examine thy ſelf in all Temptations. Oh ! 
when thou art pleaſed, and every one flattererh 
thee, thou art well; and then thou art. a pood 
conditioned body as lives : Wouldft thou know 
thy ſelf ? ask thy ſelf, what am I when I am pro- 
voked, when I am crofled ? when my Friends 
turn my Enemies ? when every one pleaſeth thee, 
thou art like a Glaſs that ſtandeth in thy window 
and looks as clear as Criſtal while it is ſettled, and 
do but ſtir it, and irs full of dirt, the mud and 
filth riſes, and it flinks like Kennel-water ; and 
thou ſayeſt ro thy Maid, take that Glals away, 
throw the Water into the Kennel: So are you 
till you are provoked, till you are well ſhaken ; 
and then your hearts ſtink, your words ſtink, fir 
for the Kennel. 

Thou wilt never know thy ſelf till thon comeſt 
with theſe Candles, tro wir, of Scripture, of the | 
Life of God, of the Life of Chriſt, of the Life of 
the Saints, to ſee thy ſelf. How did Chriſt carry | 
ir in Tribulation ? He opened not his mouth, but | 
committed himſelf to God. Oh! examine thy ſelf 
in temptation, what am I now ? Oh! thou art | 
temperate , perhaps on theſe Lord.days; now | 
thy Companions don't call thee out, and art as } 

| good | 


Z3 bl { 
Ds » 
2 | : 

T——_— = => ty mens 
o Fs —— em 
I it 1185. ———_— 
ER eflenice ol | —— 
ps. Mew. - 
6g ;---* p Es : 


_ | goodabcan be now; but tell me to morrow,when = 
?. | thy Companions come and call ithee out, and take 
# thee one by one arm and the otherby tother arm, 
j; ahd fay,Come, you ſhall go with-us ; what artthou 
"| then? when the Devil is dragging of thee, art. 
| thou then able, through the Spiric, to break looſe 
?- from them, and-to be gone. ww. 
| Try thy felf sn all Places what thou art ,. andat 
| all Times What thou art, and in a] Temptations 
what thou art: And now if thou canſt find that 
Chriſt is in thee, his Nature, Spirit, and his 'X5ng- 
dom is in theein all Company, and all places, and 
all ſeaſons, and in all temptations, and thou goeſt 
on conquering, and doeſt prevail ; though I con- 
feſs with a great deal of trouble : Oh ! bur then 
thy wages will pay thee home,for all thy trouble,if 
thou canſt conclude that thou art.a Child of God, 
_ thendye when thou wilt, thou art a Child fitted 
| for Heaven : Whar a comfort will this be when 
thou canſt look Death in the face, and welcome 
it as a meſſenger of the Lord : This comfort will 
make you amends. | | 
I tell you Beloved, God could by extraordi- 
nary revelation tell you that you are beloved, bur 
he will make you work for it. 

Now I would give you ſome farther Rules, af- 
ter what Manner you ſhould examine your ſelves. 
How ſhall we examine ? Why, 

Firſt, Whenever you examine , be Serious ; 
don't be ſlight, don't ſearch your Heart and Life 
ſlightly, bur do ir ſeriouſly. If I was tolook for 
aPin, 1 might look careleſly ; but if I _ 70 
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Fg X of Serwous Exhortatiown 
Hook for a Pearl, I would look ſeriouſly and dili- -- 
tly ; for if [find nor the Pin, it is no matter; + 
' bat if find notthe Pearl the loſs is great. Search _ 
thy 'heart to the bottom, if thou canſt not find :; 
him in one room, thou mayeſt in another : if thou | 
_ doſt not find him in that glorious Court of thine , Y 
Underſtanding, thou haſt but little underſtanding : . | 
Look into thy heart, ſee how thou loveſt him ? 
thou loveſt him more than all, and delighteſt in . F 
him, and feareſt him : Dig for Wiſdom as for 
hid treaſure ; whena man is perſwaded that there ! 
is a Golden Mine in his Garden, or Orchard ; oh! I 
how laborous and induſtrious will ſuch a one be. * 
in digging, becauſe he hopes to come to the Gol- - 
den Mine. So fay I, What art thou ſo ſerious 
for ? for Chrift, for Grace, for hope of an eter- 
nal Life ? no wonder if thou art ſerious. 

Ay, but fay you, Pechaps [ may ſeck and ſec , 
and find nothing but the contrary to Chrift ? per- 
haps inſtead of finding Chriſt there, I ſhall find 
the Devil there, and we ſhall be affrighted : But 
ſay, if the Devil is there, it is well. thou haſt 

found him : if the Devil is there, find him out, 
. Man, and when thou haſt found him, throw him 
out, and keep him out, for if he lives there, the 

, greater is thy danger. 
Secondly, HWonldſt thou ſearch as thou ſhouldſt 
 fearch, ſearch Impartially and throughly, ſearch all 
about ;, examine thy heart, thy thoughts, affeftions, 
thy /ove, thy feer, thy deſigns, thy words, thy 
aceds to God, to Man; ſeeevery corner: Why, 
what's all this for ? why! to ſee whether thou 
_ canſt. 
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1 auto Self-Examination. 139 
'F canſt find Chriſt, to ſee whether thou canſt find * 
& the Pearl: .you know if you have loſt a Ring, or . | 
f any thing of worth, you will look into every 
Cabboard,and everyDesk,and behind every Desk, 
and {weep the Room, and fift the Aſhes for fear 
it be run into the Fire; what's the matter you would 
- notdo ſo for a Pin? 'no, itsa Ring, I would not 
loſe it for ewenty pounds; I was offered fo for it: 
So ſay I, Man, ſearch, ſee into every part, don't 
ſee in ſome actions andnot in all actions. Some of 
you may ſay, Sure Chriſt i in me, I go to Church ; 
but Low doZt thou live a week-days ? examine thy 
ſelf throughly all thy actions, what « the drift of 
thy whole life? is it to glorifie God? is it to 
work Righteouſneſs ? haft thou no baſe fleſh-plea- 
ſing defign in thy head and heart? canſt thou ſay 
that thou deſfireſt that God may have the prehemi- 
nence, that Chriſt may be exalted ? 

Thirdly, Do ut Frequently, again and again - 
You will look your Houſe over and over again, 
and ſay, Perhaps: I over-lookt it: Burt ſay you, 
IVhat if I bave dane all this,and cant find it? why, 
truly, if thou haſt ſearched ſerzouſly, and impar- - 
tially, and frequently, and findeſt no Chriſt there, 
ſafpett be ts not there if thou findeſt no dependance 
upon him by Faith, no love to God, no delight 
in God, if thou doſt nor find it ro be thy great 
deſign to glorifiz God, ſuſpect that thou haſt ror 
Chriſt in thee, and pray God to give thee Faith, 
to give thee Chriſt. 

And what if we find him in us ? why, I tell you 
what will be the iſſue of ir, you will rejoyce with 

| #7 


= 240 . A Serious Exhortation . =, 
”  joy' utiſpeakable and full of glory! Oh! you will" 
| Foy. :Blefſed be God for _ Bread, but bleſſed w_ 
God for this Bread of Life; blefled be God for. 

this Life, but bleſſed be God for Eternal Life, 
When Chrilt healed the Lame man, he ,leaped fox 

joy. Leap with the poor lame man in the Goſpel, 

and give glory to God, that he hath made ir out 

to thee, chat thou art tranſlated from Death te 


Life. 


And now I might conclude with one or rwo Mo- 
tives. After this ſome of you will go away, not. 
caring what your Condition is, whether Chriſk 
be in you, or whether you are Reprobares ? 

Let me leave theſe two or three words with 
thee. If thou wilt not examine thy ſelf, look to 
thy ſelf ; the time is coming that there is one ſhall 
examine thee, to thy utter confuſion, upon a dearh- 

bed, whether thou wilt or uo; I mean thy Conſci- 
ence : Then Conſcience ſhall be awakened, thou 
Swearer ! thou Drunkard ! thou Sabbath-breaker ! 
Then Conſcience will fly in thy face, and lay, 
. - Thou haſt broken this andthat Commandment ; thou 
haſt crampled this Bible under foot, and haſt ſligh- 
red all the Promiſes, and deſpiſedſt all theſe 
Threatnings ; I know thy Heart and Life were at 
enmity with the Word; Whar wilt thoa do 
now? Now, oh! thou poor, pitiful, confound- 
ed Creature! how amazed wouldfſt thou lie there! 
Bat if thou art one that doſt deal plainly with thy 
heart here, and doſt examine thy ſelf, and find 
that Chriſt is in thee, and thou dolſt live the life of 

ES | Grace, 
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14 you in Glory. 


| Trythy {elf now oy the Bible, and by the holy- 


neſs and Life of : God, by the 'Life of Chriſt, by the 


k Life of the Samts.. Examine now, if you. want 
# the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he will call you to his Tri- 


3 dunal, and he will examine you. Oh! thou Hy- 


| Pecrite! rhoy hadſt thonghts 'ro. go ſill and quiet | 
| out of the World in thy Sin, and wouldſt not'take 


| 
: 
”. 


+ 


not trouble thy ſelf with thy Sins ; but though 
thou waſt not willing ts know thy ſelf, Chrift will 
then make thee know thy ſelf, when he ſhall take 
hold of you. by an, Angel, and fay, Stand you Re- 


obs on my left hand, and get you gone into ever- 


the pains.to examine thy felf, becauſe thop' = n 


aſting burnings. 
- But if thou doſt examine thy ſelf, and doft find 


my 


that Chriſt is in thee, that thou art in the +: 9% 
He will then acquic you, and juſiifie you, and fay, 


| Come ye bleſſed of my Father ; inherit the Kingdom 


prepared for you. h ©: 
Now I have cqncluded this. But I hope you. 


and I ſhan't have done with ir while we live.” Our ©. 


great Work is to get Chriſt, and to get Faith, and 
to know that we have them, that we may rejoycg 
in the Lord, and bleſs him all the days of our 
life, for that great gift of CHRIST ana 


FI ATH that He hath beſtowed upon us. 
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packs TIRPY LMLIAE & this Re- | 
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+.PHe Immortality of the Soul. + 'I 
2. Faiths Triumph OVET the feat ofHeath ; 
3. Separation no Schiſm. oP: ; 

4. Laſt Warning to Secure Sinners. being. his 

© Three Sermons, with an Epiſtle. prefixed. by 

| -Ma. Baxter. 1 
$5. His Remains, 2 ColleQon of ſome Mes ; 
- Sides with Arm tothe Lotds Supper, Pi- | 

us Letters, Two Practical Serinons, and fe- 
_—_ Sacred Poems. 4. 

_ 6. Exhortation to a Holy Life: Being Eatided, ; 


his Legacy | 
2. His Pena bernica, Prea chedb TIC Bragg: : 
- with ſome ſhort Account of his Life,-' al 


. -.whichare ſold by Fbomas Parkburſt at the #4 < | 
and Three Crowns, at the Lower-end of Chea p- 


by Ste moor AEVEST Chappel. 
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